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Kevin Cauley

Today as | was heading back to the church

building, | saw, on the side of the road, an

alligator snapping turtle. The Bass Pro
Shops both in Springfield and in Dallas have very
large ones on display, but this was the first time |
had seen one in the wild. They are indigenous to
this area of the country where we live, but most
of the time they live in the creeks and rivers and
spend the largest portion of their lives under wa-
ter, so it was unusual to see it on the side of the
road. | immediately thought that this guy needs
to get back into the water if he is going to live a
full life (120 years) so | decided to move him.
Well, if you know anything about snapping turtles,
they can be pretty aggressive, and this one was.
I tried to pick it up by the shell, but it would not
have anything to do with that. It twisted and
snapped and wouldn't let me hold it. Another
man walked up and in thinking about the prob-
lem, decided to use a shovel to get it into the
back of my pickup and then | could take it to a
creek and put it in. All the while, the turtle kept
snapping, hissing, fighting, and just generally not
cooperating with us. When | arrived at the creek,
I got a big LONG stick and pushed it out of the
truck. It continued to fight. | pushed it further
and further down the bank. It continued to fight
me. Finally, it turned around enough to see the
water and when it saw it, it took off. It was back
where it needed to be to live its life. When | got
back to the church building I began thinking about
how much we are like this alligator snapping tur-
tle. Here are some thoughts in that regard.

First, the turtle was in peril, but did not real-
ize it. How often do we make decisions in our
lives that place us in spiritual peril? The Bible
says that all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God (Romans 3:17) and that if we con-
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T his past Wednesday af-
ternoon, our beloved and § ~
dear sister in Christ, / g
Gladys Kimes, passed from this
life into the next as the result of an accident at
her home. Gladys was a jewel of a woman. She
was faithful to her husband and her God. She
loved to hear the pure gospel of Christ preached.
Not very many weeks after | arrived in Berryville,
Gladys brought me an article from a major news-
paper in Arkansas. The article had glamorized the
life of a prominent denominational preacher in
Rogers, AR. It was obvious that this preacher
was not following after the example of Jesus in
humility, so | wrote a response and sent it into
the newspaper. It was published. Gladys was
very thankful to read that response and she was
happy that this person was exposed against the
pure example of Christ.

I spent time with Raymond and Gladys in
their home just last week. As always, Gladys was
very cordial to her guests and went out of her
way to serve. She made us some cookies and
coffee and we sat at the kitchen table and just
visited. She showed me some pictures of her
newest great grandchild of whom she was so very
proud. Her home was a comfortable place to be
and we were always made welcome whether we
came announced or unannounced. She under-
stood the words of Hebrews 13:2a "Be not forget-
ful to entertain strangers.”

Gladys was in ladies Bible class Wednesday
morning of the day of her passing. The Sunday
prior she had made lunch for one of our shut-ins,
Art Roberts. She was a woman full of good
works. She often made meals for those who
needed assistance. She always came to our quar-
terly singings at the nursing home. She helped
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with our "House to House and Heart to Heart"
publication. She understood the principle, "Do
what you can with what you got.” Like Phoebe
and Dorcas, you just could not keep her back
from doing a good work.

Many also know how Gladys influenced her
husband to become a Christian. Raymond was
not a Christian when they were married and
Gladys did not nag or pester him into becoming
one. Her quiet example and loving invitations
were always present, and over time, that was
enough to cause Raymond to become interested
in obeying the gospel and that he did not too
many years ago. She knew the command of 1
Peter 3:1. Raymond now is a strong and faithful
Christian because of the efforts of his wife in his
salvation. He will be a star in her crown in the fi-
nal day of salvation.

Gladys life is an example to all of us to all of
us not to give up. No doubt there were times in
Gladys life that were difficult and challenging.
Raymond and Gladys were both very poor when
they were married. Together, they worked hard
and built their own business. Gladys helped to
manage this business as much as Raymond. They
worked their way to success in this life, but that
never dissuaded Gladys from being faithful to the
church and to her God. She serves as a great ex-
ample for all of us to follow in that regard. She
never gave up until the end (1 Corinthians 15:58;
Revelation 2:10).
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tinue in sin, we can expect the wage of death
(Romans 6:28). But many today do not realize
this. The gospel of Christ teaches us that we
need to recognize and avoid sin when we come
across it in our life. God's plan for man’'s salva-
tion is all about lifting people out of sin so that
they can live their lives without sin. However,
many choose to remain in their spiritual peril. In-
stead of listening to God's word regarding how to
avoid sin, they neglect knowing the truth and re-
main in sin through ignorance. Let's resolve not
to fight God when it comes to understanding sin.
Second, the turtle probably thought that he
was safe where he was as long as he was left

that we come to know Him and His will and that
we transform our life into the life of His Son Jesus
(Romans 12:1, 2). Just as that turtle needed help
to get out of the predicament it was in, so also
the predicament of sin requires that we look
somewhere else for help to get out of sin. God
has the answer to our sin problem through the
gospel (Romans 1:16, 17), but we must choose to
cooperate with God in order to have our sins for-
given and be taken out of our perilous situation.
Let's resolve not to fight God when it comes to
dealing with our sin.

Third, One of the interesting things about the
turtle was that he would get about two feet away
from the road in a little outcropping of rocks and
think that he was safe there. He didn't realize
just how close to danger he was. How many real-
ize that we need to move away from sin, but we
move just far enough away so as to think we are
safe. We try to play the line crossing game. How
close can | get to sin without calling it sin? This
game doesn't really keep us safe, it just gives us
the illusion of safety. The whole time we are
playing this game we are still in grave danger of
falling to sin because we have chosen to stay near
to it. Just moving a little bit away from the dan-
ger will not help. We need to move far away from
it. We read in Ezekiel 18:31 that God wants us to
cast far away our transgressions from us and
when we obey Him we read that he will do this
(Psalm 103:2). We cannot hold onto safety and
stay near to sin at the same time (Matthew 6:24).
Let's resolve not to fight God when it comes to
distancing ourselves from sin.

Fourth, when someone comes along to help
the turtle, it snapped, hissed, fought and gener-
ally did not cooperate. What is our attitude to-
ward someone who is trying to correct our situa-
tion? The Bible says that we need to be receptive
toward those who are trying to teach us the word

of God, yet how many times do we snap, hiss,
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fight and reject those who come in a spirit of love
and compassion to help us out of our sinful situa-
tion? Proverbs 9:8 says, "Reprove not a scorner,
lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will
love thee.” Those who are wise toward God will
not snap, hiss, fight, and reject, but will accept
the reproof and try to correct their lives. Let's re-
solve not to fight God when it comes to accepting
reproof for sin in our lives.

Fifth, the turtle continued to fight even
though he did not realize he was near safety.
Once | arrived at the creek and let the turtle out
of the back of my pickup truck, he continued to
snap at me. | continued to push him toward the
water even though he was not aware that that
was the place where he would be saved. So
many today reject God's plan for man's salvation
when they are so close. Many understand the
need to hear the gospel, believe it, repent of their
sins, and confess Christ, but not the need to be
baptized for the remission of sins. They get so
close to salvation, yet they fight the last step. If
they would just accept the truth they could make
it all the way. Jesus said, "He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16). Bap-
tism is required for salvation. One cannot be
saved without it. Yet many, like the turtle, sit on
the edge of the water snapping and hissing not
realizing how close they are to salvation, yet how
far they are as well, while others lovingly and
gently nudge them ever closer. Let's resolve not
to fight God when it comes to accepting His plan
for man's salvation.

Finally, once that turtle saw the water, I
couldn't stop him from going in. It was finally
safe and happy. | was also happy that | had
helped to bring that particular turtle away from
danger and back into the environment for which it
was created. When the Ethiopian nobleman found
the water, he went on his way rejoicing (Acts
8:39). When the Philippian jailer believed and
was baptized, he rejoiced with his entire house
(Acts 16:34). It is a beautiful thing for someone
to realize that they need salvation and then to do
what the Bible says to do to get it. We read that
there is joy in heaven over one sinner that re-
pents (Luke 15:7). When we turn to God in obe-
dience and accept his terms of pardon, he brings
us back into fellowship with him, the environment
for which man was created. Let's resolve not to
fight God when it comes to being in fellowship
with Him!

Upcoming Events!

The Shell Knob church of Christ is hosing
the first annual Ozark Christiaan Retreat the
15th through the 17th. All are invited for this
event.

There will be a gospel meeting in Casse-
ville, MO the 13th through the 17th. William
Woodson will be doing the speaking. | am
going to be going to this meeting a couple of
the evenings and | would like to invite as
many as would like to come along to go with
me to this great study event.

Rusty is planning on taking our youth to a
Youth Rally that will be held in Springfield,
MO. The rally is scheduled for May 3rd at the
Kansas Expressway church of Christ in Spring-
field.

There are so many events scheduled for
this coming month. We certainly cannot say
that the opportunities to learn and grow are
not available. Let’s go forward in the work!
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Sunday’s Sermons

For April 6th
Morning............ The Great Commission
SCripture.........ocveeveenne Matthew 28:18-20
Evening ................. L essons from Joseph
SCripture.......cccooeecveennee. Genesis 50:19-21
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News, Notes and Prayer List

We extend our deepest
sympathies to Raymond Ki-
mes at the loss of his wife
Gladys this past Wednesday.
Memorial services were yes-
terday at 10:00 AM.

Please remember the following in your
prayers: Trish Foster, Terry Foster,
Bryan Guess, Janice Keck.

Lucille Wright is in room 104 of the
Berryville nursing home still recuper-
ating from her broken hip.

Edith Mischler is in the nursing home
in Eureka Springs.

Art Roberts and Mary Patterson are
confined to their homes.

We rejoice with Tyanna Doss and her
family. This past week (Wednesday)
Tyanna was baptized into Christ.

I wish to express my thanks to every-
one who came out to the singing at
the nursing home this past Sunday.

There will be a brief VBS meeting after
services this evening to assign materi-
als.

Sunday night (tonight) we will have
our youth devotional at Brent and
Shawna’s house.

This coming Saturday morning is our
monthly men’s breakfast. Let’s EVE-
RYONE make plans to come to this
wonderful time of fellowship.

Our monthly Question and Answer pe-
riod will be next Sunday night. If you
have questions that need answering,

please get them in the box this week!

We extend congratulations to the fam-
ily of Jake and Jessica King at the
birth of their daughter Jasmine (got
that “J” thing going). Jasmine came
into this world at a healthy seven
pounds and four ounces.
We are so proud for them
and for Great Grandma
Maxine!!l

The Pantry Item for this
week is Dish Detergent.

Sunday Morning:
Song Leader:
Preacher:
Opening Prayer:
Scripture:

Lord’s Table:

(assist)

Closing Prayer
Sunday Night:
Songs:
Preacher:
Opening Prayer:
Scripture:

Lord’s Table:

Closing Prayer
Wednesday
Songs:

Opening Prayer:
Invitation:

Closing Prayer:

Monthly Assignments

Announcements

Worship Coordinator

Communion Prep

Communion Carry

Men to Serve

Today
April 6th, 2003

Ken Smith
Kevin Cauley
Brent Stevens
Ray Duncan
Clyde Atchley
Matt Bassing
George Eddings
Brandon Foster

Larry Elliott

Clay Bozarth
Kevin Cauley
Bob Moore
Brandon Foster
Leon Duncan
Glenn Williams

Dale Pinkley

Hugh Atchley
Rusty Windle
Ken Smith

Ray Duncan

Brent Stevens
Ken Smith
Tiffany Windle

Bob Moore

Next Week
April 13th, 2003
Larry Elliott
Kevin Cauley
Bob Moore
Perry Foster
Clay Bozarth
Glenn Quigley
Bruce Foster
Matt Bassing

Brent Stevens

Bruce Foster
Kevin Cauley
Dale Pinkley
Brent Moore
George Eddings
Rusty Windle

Glenn Quigley

Kevin Cauley
Ken Smith
Larry Elliott

Brent Stevens

Megan Williams

Brent Moore

The “Berryville Bible Beacon” is published by the Berryville church of
Christ. Please contact Kevin Cauley at work at (870) 423-3068 or at home
at (870) 423-6707 or e-mail bvcoc@alltel.net to contribute information.

For questions or comments, please call
(870) 423-3068 or write us at:
Berryville Church of Christ

909 West Trimble Street, Berryville, AR 72616
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