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Is Hell Real? 
Kevin Cauley 

 

R ecently, in two completely unrelated inci-
dents, I have heard the Bible doctrine of 
hell challenged.  There are religions today 

that challenge what the Bible plainly says in re-
gard to one of the two eternal destinations for the 
soul of man, hell.  There are those who believe 
that all are going to be saved and these strenu-
ously challenge the Bible doctrine regarding hell.  
There are others who believe that the lost will 
merely be extinguished and these challenge the 
Bible doctrine of hell.  There are some who be-
lieve that God simply would not be the kind of 
God that he claims to be and allow anyone to go 
to hell.  But the Bible has a clear teaching in re-
gard to the eternal abode of the wicked and as 
Christians, we have a responsibility to teach and 
warn regarding this dreaded place.  Let’s take a 
few moments and look at what the Bible says re-
garding hell. 
       When you mention the word “hell” immedi-
ately visions of suffering, pain, anguish, fire, 
darkness, and torment come to mind.  But not 
every single time the word “hell” is used in the 
King James Version represents such a place.  The 
word “hell” in the King James version is men-
tioned some fifty-four (54) times.  In the Ameri-
can Standard Version of 1901, it is mentioned 
only thirteen (13) times.  Why the disparity be-
tween the two versions?  First, the King James 
translators often translated the word “Sheol” in 
the Hebrews by the word “hell.”  The ASV transla-
tors chose to transliterate this word because it 
sometimes means “grave” and they did not want 
to confuse the two concepts.  The word “Sheol” 
does refer sometimes in a figurative way to the 
abode of the dead (Proverbs 9:17).  Most of the 
time it is used to refer to the destination of sinful 
men (Isaiah 14:11), but it is also used in proph-
ecy to refer to the soul of Christ (Psalm 16:10).  
It was the Hebrew equivalent for what we would 
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think of as “Hades” within the New Testament.  
The New Testament use of the word hell in the 
King James Version is also inconsistent with the 
two Greek words that the word is used to trans-
late.  One of those Greek words is “Hades” as we 
have already mentioned.  The other, “Gehenna” is 
the one which the ASV translators chose to trans-
late as “hell.”  It is the concept of hell as trans-
lated from the word “Gehenna” with which we are 
peculiarly concerned when studying the eternal 
place of the wicked. 
       The Bible definitely teaches an eternal place 
of destruction for the wicked.  In Matthew 25:41 
we read Jesus words to those on his left hand: 
“Then shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal 
fire which is prepared for the devil and his an-
gels.”  Verse 46 of the same passage states, “And 
these shall go away into eternal punishment: but 
the righteous into eternal life.”  There is a place 
specially prepared for the Devil and his angels.  
According to this passage, this is the same place 
that the “goats” will also inhabit for eternity.  In 
another passage in 2 Peter 2:4 we read that God 
did not spare the angels that sinned, but cast 
them down into pits of darkness reserved for 
judgment.  Jude verse 6 also states similar things 
regarding these fallen angels.  What then ulti-
mately awaits them after they are judged?  Ac-
cording to Revelation 20:10, “And the devil that 
deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet 
are, and shall be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever.”  This is also the same fate of 
those who were not found written in the book of 
life (Revelation 20:15).  Who are those who were 
not found written in the book of life?  Revelation 
21:8 answers that question: “But the fearful, and 
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars, shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is 
the second death.”  Now according to verse 10, 
those who end up here shall be “tormented day 
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and night for ever and ever.”  This does not sound 
like a place where one’s soul is merely going to be 
“extinguished.”  It is a place where there is tor-
ment and those who are there are aware of their 
torment.  So what do we see from these pas-
sages? 
 

1.   The Devil and his “angels” have a special 
place prepared for them for their eternal 
habitation (Matthew 25:41). 

2.   This will also be the same place where the 
“goats” are sent (Matthew 25:41). 

3.   It is described as “eternal punish-
ment” (Matthew 25:46). 

4.   The fallen “angels” are currently waiting 
judgment in a similar place (2 Peter 2:4; 
Jude 6). 

5.   After the judgment, the Devil and his ser-
vants will be cast into the lake of fire and 
tormented day and night forever and ever 
(Revelation 20:10). 

6.   Those not written in the book of life will 
also be in this situation (Revelation 20:15). 

7.   The fearful, unbelieving, abominable, mur-
derer, whoremonger, sorcerer, idolater, 
and liar will also be in this situation 
(Revelation 21:8). 

 
Now, if there is no hell at all, then there will be no 
place for the “goats” of Matthew 25:41 to be 
“eternally punished.”  Neither will there be a place 
for those of Revelation 21:8.  Neither will there be 
a place for those whose names are not written in 
the book of life.  Neither will there be a place for 
the “angels” of Satan to be judged.  Neither will 
there be a place for Satan himself to be tor-
mented day and night forever and ever.  So you 
see the ultimate implication of the doctrine that 
there is no such place as hell.  Satan, the source 
of all evil and wickedness in the world, gets away 
with everything that he has ever done without 
any punishment whatsoever.  Now what kind of a 
god would allow someone as evil and wicked as 
Satan to get away with all of his wicked deeds?  
Not the God of the Bible.  The God of the Bible al-
lows those who make wicked choices to live with 
the consequences of those wicked choices.  Extin-
guishment from such consequences would be a 
blessing, not a punishment. 
       Oh, but many cry today “God would not do 
such terrible things to the souls of men!  Surely 
the love of God would prevent someone from be-
ing tormented in such a horrible place!”  The as-
sumption of such reasoning, however, is that it is 
God that is responsible for such punishment.  
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Such an assumption is false.  Those who sin are 
responsible for their own punishment.  God will 
not punish any more than his own justice de-
mands an individual be punished for their own 
sins (Luke 12:47, 48), but for them to have abso-
lutely no punishment whatsoever would be incon-
sistent with the scriptural principle of Galatians 
6:7 “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.”  We reap what we sow and hereby shall we 
all be rewarded.  It is true that God does not wish 
that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9) and that God 
does not take delight in the death of the wicked 
(Ezekiel 33:11).  However, it is equally true that it 
is man that separates himself from God through 
his own sin (Isaiah 59:2) and therein merits his 
own eternal death (Romans 6:23). 
       It is only out of such a terribly potential place 
of habitation for the soul that salvation has any 
meaning at all.  From what is one to be saved if 
there is no hell?  From what is one to be saved if 
the soul is merely extinguished?  From what is 
one to be saved if one is not allowed to live with 
the consequences of one’s own sinful choices?  
This is why salvation is a gift from God (Ephesians 
2:8).  This is why being saved is through God’s 
mercy and of His grace (Titus 3:5, 7).  This is why 
it is so very important that we receive not the 
grace of God in vain (2 Corinthians 6:1), but that 
we render obedience to the gospel of Christ 
(Hebrews 5:9).  For those who do not obey the 
gospel will be eternally lost (2 Thessalonians 1:8), 
but those who believe will have everlasting life (1 
John 5:13). 
       As it is stated in Romans 6:23, “For the 
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eter-
nal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Have you 
accepted God’s gift into your life today?  If you 
have not done so, then you need to do it before it 
is everlastingly too late.  To accept God’s gift of 
grace you must first hear the message of the gos-
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pel, that Jesus came to the earth from heaven as 
incarnate God, lived a sinless life, died on the 
cross wherein he shed his blood for the remission 
of sin, was buried, resurrected, and ascended into 
heaven to be King of kings and Lord of lords 
(Romans 10:17).  Second, you must believe that 
message and put your complete trust in it that 
God will save you through His Son Jesus 
(Hebrews 11:6).  Third you must repent of those 
things that separated you from God—your sins 
(Acts 17:30; 2 Peter 3:9).  Fourth, you must also 
confess that Jesus Christ is the Son of God before 
witnesses (1 Timothy 6:12).  And at this point, 
fifth, you must submit to baptism into the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, by the authority of Jesus Christ, for the re-
mission of your sins (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 
16:15, 16; Acts 2:38).  And then, based upon 
your faith in Jesus blood and your obedience to 
him in baptism, God will cleanse you from your 
sin through the blood of Christ and you will be 
forgiven of your sins (Colossians 2:11-13).  Hell is 
real, but through the mercy of God, it doesn’t 
have to be the place where you will eternally 
dwell.  Be saved through Jesus today! 

Sunday’s Sermons 
For September 14th 

Morning ................What Is Evangelism? 
Scripture ........................Matthew 9:37, 38 
Evening ............. Questions and Answers 
Scripture ............................................. NA 

Our Record 
Week of 9/7 

Sunday Class ........................................ 58 
Sunday A.M. ........................................ 68 
Sunday P.M. ......................................... 60 
Wednesday ........................................... 72 
Contribution ..............................$1730.67 
Budget .......................................$1760.00 

Kevin’s Korner 

I t has truly been a 
memorable week.  I 
suppose that I should 

just get this first little item out 
of the way—Texas lost to Ar-
kansas playing football yesterday.  Ok, there, I 
said it.  It was painful, yet, a reality.  I offer no 
explanation for the failures of the team for which I 
am a fan, but humbly bow my head in ignomini-
ous defeat.  But moving on . . . . 

We had a great men’s breakfast yesterday 
morning.  Several came out and were edified by 
the presence of one another as well as from a 
brief message from God’s word.  We don’t say it 
enough, but Rusty works hard to ensure that we 
have good breakfast each month.  Thanks Rusty 
for your efforts in this regard. 

 Our ladies had a wonderful ladies day as well, 
from what I hear.  They all ate pizza and then 
moved over to the church building to watch a 
movie.  Some watched two movies.  That was 
certainly a great opportunity for them to get to-
gether and have fellowship with one another. 

While the ladies were eating at Pizza Hut, I was 
privileged to baby-sit both my own children and 
the Elliott’s.  We all went to the community center 
and played for two hours.  The kids really be-
haved themselves well, but I don’t think they are 
quite ready for racquetball yet. 

Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons found me 
working at the Community Center on a newly 
added flower garden.  The garden is being planted 
in memory of Dr. John Spurlin, a local dentist and 
community leader.  The Cub Scouts were asked if 
they wanted to help in making this garden and we 
agreed to doing this.  So this past Tuesday after-
noon we met to pick grass out of the newly 
plowed dirt.  Wednesday afternoon, I went over to 
brother Kimes house and picked up some 
“fertilizer” for the garden.  I spent time spreading 
it and then tilling it under Wednesday and then 
Thursday through this weekend, we have had 
wonderful rain that will certainly aid in our efforts. 

I suppose this just leaves me with this past 
Monday which was a great day as well.  John Gass 
and I made the trip to Joplin to participate in the 
monthly preachers luncheon there.  Being invited 
to speak, I spoke on the topic of “Let us not be 
moved.”  The message was well received and I 
certainly appreciated the encouragement that I 
got from being with some of my preaching breth-
ren.  John Gass and I also always enjoy our trips 
together for these events. 
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Those to ServeThose to Serve  
  TodayToday  Next WeekNext Week  

Sunday Morning:Sunday Morning:  September 14th, 
2003 

September 21st, 
2003 

Song Leader: Brent Stevens Ken Smith 

Preacher: Kevin Cauley Kevin Cauley 

Opening Prayer: George Eddings Bob Moore 

Scripture: Brent Moore Perry Foster 

Lord’s Table: Bill Fort Glenn Quigley 

 Leon Duncan Matt Bassing 

(assist) Raymond Kimes Brent Stevens 

 Brandon Foster Bruce Foster 

Sunday Night:Sunday Night:    

Songs: Bruce Foster Glenn Williams 

Preacher: Kevin Cauley Kevin Cauley 

Opening Prayer: Clay Bozarth Bruce Foster 

Scripture: Glenn Williams Dale Pinkley 

Lord’s Table: Leon Duncan Ray Duncan 

WednesdayWednesday    

Songs: Hugh Atchley Kevin Cauley 

Opening Prayer: Bill Fort John Gass 

Invitation: Ken Smith Leon Duncan 

Closing Prayer: Dale Pinkley Ken Smith 

Closing Prayer John Gass Matt Bassing 

 Rusty Windle John Gass 

Closing Prayer Dale Pinkley Jack Gentry 

Monthly AssignmentsMonthly Assignments    

Announcements Larry Elliott  

Worship Coordinator Bob Moore  

Communion Prep Trish Foster Debbie Duncan 

Communion Carry Rusty Windle John Gass 

   

News, Notes and Prayer List 
• We extend a warm wel-
come to our visitors and ask 
that you get to know us. 

• Please remember the fol-
lowing in your prayers: Mi-

chael Collins, Bill Fort (surgery 22nd), 
Ruth Hill, Curtis and Opal Hull, Janice 
Keck, Glenn Quigley, Charles Swink, 
Charles Taylor. 

• Edith Mischler is in the nursing home 
in Eureka Springs. 

• Art Roberts and Mary Patterson are 
confined to their homes. 

• Our yearly gospel meeting is sched-
uled for October 5th through the 8th 
with brother John Stuckey.  Let’s start 
inviting all of our friends to come to 
this opportunity for us to study God’s 
word together. 

• Our regularly scheduled elders and 
deacons meeting will be next Sunday 
evening.  If you have anything that 
needs to be addressed, please talk to 
one of these men. 

• Our monthly question and answer ses-
sion is scheduled for tonight.  Please 
come and study with us some ques-
tions and Bible answers. 

• Our monthly potluck will be next Sun-
day afternoon.  Yum. Yum. 

• Over the past several weeks, I have 
been working on updating our web 
site.  The site has been completely 
overhauled and updated.  You will find 
current sermon outlines, bulletin arti-
cles, and other things on this web site.  
One of the things about which I am 
very excited is the publishing of audio 
sermons.  This is a wonderful tool for 
evangelism.  Invite others to visit our 
web site and listen to these audio ser-
mons.  This is a great way to study 
and to figure out, “What 
exactly was it that that 
preacher said!” 

• The Pantry Item for this 
week is Canned Fruit Cock-
tail. 

The “Berryville Bible Beacon” is published by the Berryville church of 
Christ.  Please contact Kevin Cauley at work at (870) 423-3068 or at home 
at (870) 423-6707 or e-mail bvcoc@alltel.net to contribute information. 

For questions or comments, please call  
(870) 423-3068 or write us at: 
Berryville church of Christ 

909 West Trimble Street, Berryville, AR 72616 
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