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The Ancient Doctrine of
“Once Saved, Always Saved”

e all know people who be-
lieve the doctrine of “Once saved, al-
ways saved.” This is the idea that once
a person becomes a child of God, there
is no sin that they can commit to lose
their salvation. Many people today find
this doctrine to be of great comfort, be-
cause it in essence relieves them of all
personal responsibility in their relation-
ship with God. After all, if | am saved,
and there is nothing that | can do to be
lost, then it doesn’t really matter how |
behave or act, so | need not worry that
much about it. The truth is that this is a
most dangerous doctrine when it
comes to matters of religion, because it
deceives people into thinking that their
relationship with God is secure, when it
really is not.

Interestingly enough, this false doctrine
has been around for quite a long time.
In fact, early Christians had to deal with
it in the 1st and 2nd centuries. During
that period of time, there was a false
doctrine known as Gnosticism. Of the
Gnostics, one sect taught the doctrine
of once saved, always saved. A Chris-
tian named Irenaeus lived during the
2nd century A.D. (130-202). He wrote
a book titled, “Against Heresies” in
which he called attention to this particu-
lar fact. In this work (Book | Chapter 6)
he said the following regarding Gnostic
teaching:

But as to themselves, they hold that they
shall be entirely and undoubtedly saved,
not by means of conduct, but because
they are spiritual by nature. For, just as it
is impossible that material substance
should partake of salvation (since, in-
deed, they maintain that it is incapable of
receiving it), so again it is impossible that
spiritual substance (by which they mean
themselves) should ever come under the
power of corruption, whatever the sort of
actions in which they indulged. For even
as gold, when submersed in filth, loses
not on that account its beauty, but retains
its own native qualities, the filth having no
power to injure the gold, so they affirm

that they cannot in any measure suffer
hurt, or lose their spiritual substance,
whatever the material actions in which
they may be involved.

Wherefore also it comes to pass, that
the “most perfect” among them addict
themselves without fear to all those
kinds of forbidden deeds of which the
Scriptures assure us that “they who do
such things shall not inherit the kingdom
of God.”

And committing many other abomina-
tions and impieties, they run us down
(who from the fear of God guard against
sinning even in thought or word) as ut-
terly contemptible and ignorant persons,
while they highly exalt themselves, and
claim to be perfect, and the elect seed.
For they declare that we simply receive
grace for use, wherefore also it will
again be taken away from us; but that
they themselves have grace as their
own special possession, which has de-
scended from above by means of an
unspeakable and indescribable conjunc-
tion; and on this account more will be
given them.

Now, let’'s compare what was stated
regarding Gnosticism with some more
recent quotes. Notice the following
guotation from Billy Graham in answer
to the question, “Will | lose my salva-
tion if | sin?”

When we do sin, God does not reject us
or disown us. Our fellowship with Him
may be broken, but our relationship is
not; we are still members of His family if
we have truly committed our lives to

In response to another question, “How
big a sin do you have to commit be-
fore you lose your salvation?” Billy
Graham said:

I am convinced that once a person sin-
cerely and honestly trusts Christ for his
or her salvation, they become a member
of God's family forever -- and nothing
can change that relationship. (http://

i=1777)

Edward Hiscox in “The Standard Man-
ual for Baptist Churches” says it this



http://www.billygraham.org/qna/
qna.asp?i=484
http://www.billygraham.org/qna/qna.asp?
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way: God's displeasure, and grieve his
Holy Spirit; come to be deprived of
some measure of their graces and
comforts; have their hearts hardened,
and their consciences wounded; hurt
and scandalize others, and bring tem-
poral judgments upon themselves.

We believe that the scriptures teach
that such as are truly regenerate,
being born of the Spirit, will not utterly
fall away and perish, but will endure
unto the end; that their persevering
attachment to Christ is the grand
mark which distinguishes them from
superficial professors; that a special
Providence watches over their wel-
fare; and that they are kept by the
power of God through faith unto sal-
vation (Hiscox, pg. 67, 1939).

The point of these quotations is not
to prove that Calvinists teach this
doctrine, because they freely admit
it. The point is to show the similari-
ties between what the Gnostics
taught and what Calvinists teach.
There are some differences, but the
essence of the teaching is the
same.

The Westminster Confession of
Faith states regarding the persever-
ance of the saints:

I. They whom God hath accepted in e If a person is saved, it is not by

his Beloved, effectually called and
sanctified by his Spirit, can neither
totally nor finally fall away from the
state of grace; but shall certainly per-
severe therein to the end, and be
eternally saved.

Il. This perseverance of the saints
depends, not upon their own free-will,
but upon the immutability of the de-
cree of election, flowing from the free
and unchangeable love of God the
Father; upon the efficacy of the merit
and intercession of Jesus Christ; the
abiding of the Spirit and of the seed
of God within them; and the nature of
the covenant of grace; from all which
ariseth also the certainty and infallibil-
ity thereof.

Ill. Nevertheless they may, through
the temptations of Satan and of the
world, the prevelancy of corruption
remaining in them, and the neglect of
the means of their perseverance, fall
into grievous sins; and for a time con-
tinue therein: whereby they incur

means of his own conduct, but on
account of his nature. While
Gnostics and Calvinists differ in
the origin of that nature, the doc-
trine is still the same. Gnostics
say that it is due to a special spiri-
tual nature. Calvinists say that
they are infused by the nature of
Christ.

One is saved on account of one’s
election to be saved. The Gnos-
tics said that they were of the
“elect seed.” Calvinists say that
they are elected by God. Both
agree that being elected pre-
cludes their actions from affecting
that election in a negative way.

While one may willfully sin in the
flesh, that does not affect the re-
lationship that one has to God
and salvation. The third part of
the Westminster Confession of
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Faith (as quoted above) makes it
plain that Christians may even live
in sinfulness, yet not affect their
salvation. The Gnostics just went
one step further and stated that it
was there desire and practice to do
Sso.

e Grace overcomes all sins regard-
less of the individual’s attitude to-
ward sin. Calvinists state that
grace is irresistible and the Chris-
tian cannot help but fall under it.
Gnostics say that regardless how
much sin they willingly commit,
grace flows upon them freely for
every sin they commit.

e Both agree that there is nothing
that can cause the one who is
saved to lose their salvation.
Gnostics take this to the ultimate
conclusion and pursue their own
lusts and passions without con-
straint. Calvinists, however, take
another approach. They say that
the Christian who is saved gener-
ally won’t choose to live like that,
even though if they did, they could-
n’t lose their salvation. In essence
giving mere lip service to practicing
righteousness.

The parallels are striking. How many
times have we heard the person who
believes in this doctrine of “once
saved, always saved” say that the
child of God cannot fall from grace?
How many times have we heard
those who believe this doctrine say
that the child of God cannot lose their
spirituality? How many times have

Weekly Record

Week of 2/15/04 Week of 2/8/04
Morning................ Music in the Church—Why It Must Be Vocal? Sunday Class...........cc..c....... 50
SCHPLUME...ceee e Ephesians 5:18, 19 Sunday AM. ........cccceeeeeennn. 60
EVENING .o The Book of Life Sunday P.M. ........................ 62
SCHPIUIE....ccoiieeeeee e Revelation 20:12-15 Wednesday..........ccccoeeeeennnn. 65
Sunday Morning Bible Study..................... The Book of Hebrews Contribution............... $1857.86
Wednesday Evening Bible Study ...............cccoeeeenn. Our Passion Budget ...................... $1760.00
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we heard them say that the child of
God cannot sin in such a way so as
to lose his salvation? The similari-
ties between this form of Gnosti-
cism and the doctrine of “Once
saved, always saved” are too nu-
merous to ignore.

It was indeed the teaching and
practice of the apostles to reject the
doctrines of Gnosticism, including
this doctrine. The book of Colos-
sians was written by Paul in rejec-
tion of Gnosticism. John’s account
of the gospel of Christ and his epis-
tle of 1 John were also written as a
response to the doctrines of Gnosti-
cism, and particularly, 1 John was
written to refute the idea of once
saved, always saved. One cannot
honestly read through this book and
ignore that conclusion. In addition,
the following passages in the New
Testament clearly indicate that
Christians may sin so as to fall from

Kevin’s Korner

grace: Galatians 5:4; Hebrews 6:4-
6; Hebrews 10:26; 2 Peter 2:20-22.

If you know of someone who be-
lieves this doctrine, then | urge you
to take this article to them, invite
them to study it with you and help
them to come to understand that
believing this doctrine is not in har-
mony with God’s word. If one truly
believes this doctrine they will be
eternally lost, because they will not
regard sin as the awful and terrible
thing that it truly is. A Christian may
be forgiven after having committed
sin based upon repentance and
confession, but one will not be for-
given while actively pursuing a life
of sin. Yes, friends, the Christian
can so sin as to fall from grace.

Kevin Cauley

“Take heed unto thyself,
and unto the doctrine; con-
tinue in them: for in doing

this thou shalt both save
thyself, and them that hear

thee.” (1 Timothy 4:16)

want you to know that we are
having an influence on this commu-
nity. This past Tuesday morning, as
it is my custom to do, | went to the
community center to volunteer.
Someone walked up to me, who | at
first did not recognize, and told me
that he had decided to take my ad-
vise and start volunteering at the
community center. He said that he
had heard me advertise that fact on
the radio and that he thought that
would be a good thing to do. What is
interesting is that this person is the
preacher for one of the local Baptist
churches. Now, to me, that is a po-
tential opportunity for which | am
thankful to God. This also signifies
that there are some people in this
community taking us seriously, which
is good. | hope that this little piece of
information will not cause you to be
cynical, but rather, that you would use

it to motivate you to continue doing
your good works in the community so
that others may see them and glorify
God.

This past week, John Gass has been
hard at work assembling the 2003
guestion and answer book. He is not
completely finished yet, but he is go-
ing to come back in next week and
complete the job. Similar to last year,
we are going to ask for a donation of
$2.00 to cover the costs of the paper,
copier, and binders. If you do not
have the $2.00, then don’t worry
about it. Please, just take one. If you
know of someone who is not a mem-
ber of the church who would like to
have one, then please take one free
of charge and give it to them per our
compliments. We should think of this
book as a tool for evangelism. There
are many people in the religious
world today who are looking for an-
swers to their questions. We can
provide some of those answers for

them through this book. Thank you
for your support of this particular as-
pect of our work.

Just a quick reminder, Sunday, Feb-
ruary 29th, is the fifth Sunday in this
month. That means that we will have
our monthly singing at the nursing
home this month. Please make your
plans to attend!

Elders:

Clay Bozarth, Leon Duncan,
Bruce Foster, Bill Fort, Glenn

Quigley
Deacons:

Ken Smith, Brent Stevens,
Rusty Windle.

Preacher:
Kevin Cauley... 870-423-6707
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News, Notes, and ‘Nouncements

We are truly thankful to God for the
wonderful new Lord’s day that he
has given us today to worship him in
Spirit and in Truth!

We express our sympathies to the
family of Bill Nystrom at the loss of
his father this past week.

Let us remain constant in prayer for
the following individuals: Michael
Collins, Brian Guess, Chris Pinkley,
Glenn Quigley.

Joann Bragg’s brother is having
surgery on the 18th.

Please remember our shut ins: Cur-
tis and Opal Hull, Edith Mischler,
Mary Patterson, Art Roberts.

Bill and Lucille Fort are in Costa
Rica this week. Let's remember
safe travels for them in our prayers.

If you have filled out a petition to
save marriage, please have it turned
in by next Sunday so we can mail
them.

Our monthly potluck is today. We
hope that you will join us!

The monthly elders and deacons
meeting is tonight.

We will have a brief VBS meeting
next Sunday evening after services.

If you would like to order a new Bi-
ble, please let Kevin know. He is
going to order Bibles this week for
those who have been asking for
one.

The pantry item for this week is
Spinach.
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To the Berryville church of Christ.

Family Times for Worship and Study

Sunday Morning Bible Class:.........cccccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Worship: .......cccci 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Worship: .......ccooovvviiiiiiiiiie 6:00 PM
Ladies Bible Class: ........cooviiiiiiiieeiiiiiie e 10:30 AM
Wed. Evening Bible Class: ........ccccoooeiviiiiiiiiiieeeien, 7:00 PM

Sunday Morning
Songs:
Preaching:

Opening Prayer:

Scripture Reading:

Lord’s Table

(assist)

Closing Prayer
Sunday Evening
Songs:
Preaching:

Opening Prayer:

Scripture Reading:

Lord’s Table

Closing Prayer
Wednesday
Songs:

Opening Prayer:
Invitation:

Closing Prayer:

Serving Each Other

February 15th, 2004

Larry Elliott
Kevin Cauley
Clay Bozarth

Brent Moore
Glenn Quigley
Matt Bassing
Perry Foster
Sandy Nieves

Rusty Windle

Brent Stevens
Kevin Cauley
Jerry Roller
Dale Pinkley
Leon Duncan
Brent Moore

Ray Duncan

Rusty Windle
Bob Moore
Brent Stevens

Brandon Foster

February 22nd, 2004

Bill Fort

Kevin Cauley
Ken Smith
Brandon Foster
Leon Duncan
Glenn Williams
Brent Moore
Jack Gentry
Larry Elliott

Clay Bozarth
Kevin Cauley
Dan Hand

John Gass

Dale Pinkley
George Eddings

Brent Moore

Sandy Nieves
Dale Pinkley
Kevin Cauley

Ray Duncan
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