
ast week I started an e-mail 
conversation with a man who was a 
member of the Methodist church.  The 
conversation started because he had 
seen an article that I published on our 
web site, "Is the Church of Christ a Cult?"  
His contention was that any group that 
claims that they are the only one's going 
to heaven are a cult.  He sees the 
churches of Christ as making that claim, 
and so, according to his definition, they 
are a cult.  The first response to this is, of 
course, that his definition of a cult is obvi-
ously flawed.  While it is difficult to put a 
precise definition upon the concept of 
"cult," we usually know them when we 
see them.  The churches of Christ that I 
know are obviously not cults.  However, 
there is another, deeper, issue that needs 
to be discussed in this regard, and that is 
the question of the validity of the system 
of denominationalism.  I submit that this 
is the real issue, because it is the as-
sumption of the system of denomination-
alism that all denominations are equally 
accepted in the sight of God.  Hence, if 
one religious group claims that salvation 
can only occur through that one way, 
then that kind of thinking is anti-
denominational, and if it is anti-
denominational, then it must be cultish.  
In other words, anyone who denies that 
denominationalism is a viable Christian 
system must be a cult.  Instead of having 
the discussion of what is and what is not 
a cult, instead, we should focus upon the 
legitimacy of the concept of denomina-
tionalism. 

In today's culture, we are seeing around 
us the ultimate fruits of the system of de-
nominationalism.  Those fruits are basi-
cally the complete rejection of the word of 
God and the substitution of God's word 
with the words of men.  The issue of ho-
mosexuality in denominationalism today 
tells the tale.  Leaders among the Meth-
odists, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and 
now some members of the Lutheran de-
nomination have publicly come out and 
endorsed the idea that homosexuality is 
not something to be condemned as sin, 
but to be tolerated as an alternative life-

style and given recognized place within 
said denominations.  When confronted 
with the issue within their own denomi-
nations, leaders of these denominations 
fail to turn to the scriptures to solve the 
problem, but instead, turn to their church 
disciplines and manuals, documents 
written by men.  Case in point: in the 
Methodist denomination, the jury of peo-
ple who judged the case of the lesbian 
"pastor" stated that they found nothing in 
the church discipline that she had vio-
lated.  It wasn't the Bible that determined 
the validity of her behavior, but the 
church discipline.  The issue of homo-
sexuality in the religious world today is 
exposing to the religious world at large 
what members of churches of Christ 
have known all along.  Denominational-
ism is not a viable Christian system and 
ought to be rejected. 

Denominationalism is not a viable Chris-
tian system because it seeks to elevate 
the doctrines of men above that of 
God's.  Homosexuality is just one issue.  
There are also the issues of women 
preachers, church organization, God's 
plan for man's salvation, New Testament 
worship, and many others.  In each of 
these areas, denominationalism has 
placed the words of men above the 
words of God.  They have substituted 
their own church disciplines, creeds, and 
confessions of faith for God's word; they 
have elevated the teachings of men 
such as Charles Wesley, John Calvin, 
and Martin Luther to above-God-status, 
perhaps not in their words, but clearly in 
their actions.  Jesus condemned such 
attitudes and teachings in Matthew 
15:18, 19 "This people draweth nigh 
unto me with their mouth, and honoureth 
me with their lips; but their heart is far 
from me. But in vain they do worship 
me, teaching for doctrines the com-
mandments of men."  Lip service is all 
that the denominational world pays to 
Jesus in our times.  When such a situa-
tion exists, Jesus calls such actions 
vain, empty, meaningless.  Can a Chris-
tian system be valid and viable when 
elevating man's will above God's?  It 
cannot. (To Be Continued) 

Kevin Cauley 

Is Denominationalism a 
Viable Christian System? 
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or God has not given 
us the spirit of fear but a spirit of 
power, and love and a sound 
mind..." (2 Timothy 1:7.)  

Fear and love are opposites. Fear 
and a sound mind are opposites: 
fear and faith are opposites. To the 
extent that fear rules our lives, to 
that extent faith is excluded. To the 
degree that faith rules my life, to 
that extent fear is removed. 
Fear is an emotional response. It 
tells us to run from a bad situation. 
Fear is a stimulus. It stirs the emo-
tions and puts us to flight. God has 
not given us the spirit of fear. We 
are not to run from our responsibili-
ties, and flee from the challenges of 
life. We are not to be afraid that 
something or someone will harm 
our well-being - to live in fear of be-
ing hurt, either physically or emo-
tionally. Too often we are afraid that 
the worst will happen. We are timid, 
we are afraid of what people will 
say, therefore we are embarrassed 
because we might do or say an in-
correct thing.  

Fear often holds us back: fear re-
strains us; paralyzes us: keeps us 
from doing our best. Fear keeps us 
from enjoying the good life. Many 
Christians spend their days strug-
gling with their fear and with their 

faith. Every situation has its ele-
ments of faith or of fear. Faith is a 
mental attitude which says. "I ex-
pect the best." Faith says, "I am 
confident of the outcome, though 
the outcome is unknown." Faith will 
help one overcome fear. "I sought 
the Lord and He heard me. and lie 
delivered me from all my 
fears..." (Psalms 34:4.) With a heart 
full of faith: with calmness of mind; 
cheerfulness of spirit; God can de-
liver me from the torment of fear. 

   

Bobby Key 
Miami. OK 
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Faith and Fear 

But the fearful, and 

unbelieving, and the 

abominable, and murderers, and 

whoremongers, and sorcerers, 

and idolaters, and all liars, shall 

have their part in the lake which 

burneth with fire and brimstone: 

which is the second death. 

(Revelation 21:8)

 

Weekly Record 
Week of 04/11/04  

Sunday Class....................... 64 
Sunday A.M. ........................ 82 
Sunday P.M. ........................ 53 
Wednesday.......................... 56 
Contribution............... $1566.62 
Budget ...................... $1778.13 

Sermons and Study Topics 
Week of 04/18/04  

Morning ........................................................ Respect of Persons 
Scripture...................................................................James 2:1-4 
Evening ................................... Lessons from the Life of Samson 
Scripture................................................................Judges 13:2-5 
Sunday Morning Bible Study.....................The Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study ............ How to Study the Bible 
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s a youth, I squirmed through 
many a worship service.  This particu-
lar Sunday was to have an added 
distraction.  As soon as the preacher 
got up to deliver his sermon, a cricket 
walked out onto the stage.  He proba-
bly came from one of the cracks that 
was to be found most anywhere in 
that old building.  Everyone in the first 
three rows saw the cricket.  He 
looked dazed, and stumbled near the 
edge of the pulpit area, and our eyes 
followed his every step.  We could 
see that he had come to the other 
edge again, and we internally 
shouted to ourselves, Jump! Jump!  
But alas, the cricket did not jump.  
Time after time he walked back and 
forth.  I didn t know if the sermon was 
any god that day, but the cricket was 
sure fun to watch. 

When the invitation song began, we 

all stood up and watched the cricket 
run.  He almost got stepped on when 
the song leader walked toward the 
microphone, and we all laughed.  
Then my laughter turned to amaze-
ment.  Someone had gone forward!  
My Dad.  He wasn t a Christian and 
my mom and I had been trying for 
years to get him to come to church 
with us, to no avail until today.  Now 
the preacher was taking him back to 
baptize him. 

Dad, I asked later.  What made you 
want to be baptized today?  Dad 
said, Didn t you hear how Jesus 
gave His life for us so that we could 
be saved?  I hung my head in 
shame.  The beautiful message of the 
Bible did not reach me that day.  I 
was watching a cricket. 

THOUGHT: A lot of things will tend to 
distract a person from worshipping 
God.  But I learned my lesson.  God 
is more important than anything. 

God is a Spirit: and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in 
truth (John 4:24; cf Mal.1:7ff). 

KneEmail, #575 
Via Glad Tidings Good Things
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The Day the Cricket Attended 

Kevin s Korner 

 hope that you will not imme-
diately dismiss the cover article of this 
issue as just being another one of 
those denominational articles that 
preacher s write from time to time.  
You shouldn t dismiss any of them, 
but I know the mindset: we can t con-
vert members of the denominations 
by preaching against denominational-
ism is the standard retort when read-
ing articles of this kind.  This is a 
mentality that simply must not be tol-
erated among us if we are to make 
any progress with our denominational 
friends.   

God is showing the world who is and 
who is not on His side with the issue 
of homosexuality in the denomina-
tions today.  Now is the time for us to 
vigorously pursue the truth regarding 
the sin of homosexuality as well as 
demonstrate to our denominational 

friends that we will not stand idly by 
while the vast majority of the denomi-
national world devolves into immoral-
ity, indecency, and lasciviousness.  I 
urge you to give this issue of the 
Berryville Bible Beacon to one of your 
denominational friends and ask 
whether they still believe in the tenets 
of denominationalism based upon the 
recent news in the denominational 
world regarding the acceptance of the 
homosexual lifestyle in the Method-
ists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, 
and now Lutheran churches.  In-
deed, how can one church be just as 
good as another when these 
churches are promoting immorality 

and lifestyles which God calls 
abomination and vile affections 

(Leviticus 18:22; Romans 1:26).  One 
church is not just as good as another.  
Let s let the world know that the 
church of Christ is the Lord s church! 

God willing in a few weeks, I will have 
a complete series of articles on this 

subject which will be made into a tract 
that one may hand out to our friends 
in the community.  In the mean time, I 
urge you not to neglect this opportu-
nity that God has given us to stand up 
and be counted among those who are 
still standing for what is righteous and 
holy (1 Peter 1:15, 16).   

Elders:  

Clay Bozarth, Leon Duncan, 
Bruce Foster, Bill Fort, Glenn 

Quigley 

Deacons:  

Ken Smith, Brent Stevens, 
Rusty Windle. 

Preacher:  

Kevin Cauley... 870-423-6707 



Family Times for Worship and Study 

Sunday Morning Bible Class:........................................ 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship: .......................................... 10:30 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship: ............................................ 6:00 PM 
Ladies Bible Class: ..................................................... 10:30 AM 
Wed. Evening Bible Class: ........................................... 7:00 PM 

We are truly thankful to God for the 
wonderful new Lord s day that he 
has given us today to worship him in 
Spirit and in Truth! 

Please pray for the following indi-
viduals: Marie Adams, Viola Hall, 
Janice Keck. 

Please remember our shut ins: Cur-
tis and Opal Hull, Edith Mischler, 
Mary Patterson, Art Roberts. 

Today is our monthly potluck.  We 
invite all of our visitors to stay after 
the morning service for a meal and 
continued fellowship with one an-
other. 

Our youth devotional is scheduled 
for this evening after services.  De-
tails forthcoming. 

We are only two months away from 
our Friends and Family day as well 
as our Vacation Bible School.  This 
year s theme will be God s Treas-
ures.  This is our third annual 
Friends and Family day.  Last year 
we had 119, let s see if we can 
break that record. 

We have several gospel meetings 
happening in our area.  Bellefonte is 
hosting a gospel meeting April 16-
18th with Bob Turner.  Shell Knob is 
hosting a retreat April 20-22 with 
various speakers.  Cassville is host-
ing a gospel meeting with Bobby 
Dockery May 2nd 6th.  Here are 
some opportunities for us to engage 
in a little extra Bible study.  Let s 
take advantage of one of these 
events! 

April 29th at 11:30 A.M., there will 
be a ladies day potluck lunch at 
Lucille Fort s house.  All ladies are 
invited to attend. 

The pantry item for this week is Alu-
minum Foil. 

News, Notes, and Nouncements 

Serving Each Other 

 

April 18th, 2004 April 25th, 2004 

Sunday Morning 

  

Songs: Bill Fort Brent Stevens 

Preaching: Kevin Cauley Kevin Cauley 

Opening Prayer: Clay Bozarth Clyde Atchley 

Scripture Reading: Brent Moore Matt Bassing 

Lord s Table Leon Duncan Bill Fort 

 

Ken Smith Rusty Windle 

(assist) Larry Elliott Bob Moore 

 

Jack Gentry Sandy Nieves 

Closing Prayer George Eddings Glenn Quigley 

Sunday Evening 

    

Songs: Glenn Williams Rusty Windle 

Preaching: Kevin Cauley Kevin Cauley 

Opening Prayer: Dan Hand Glenn Williams 

Scripture Reading: Ray Duncan Dan Hand 

Lord s Table Raymond Kimes Leon Duncan 

 

Matt Bassing Clay Bozarth 

Closing Prayer Hugh Atchley Bill Fort 

Wednesday 

    

Songs: Glenn Quigley Bruce Foster 

Opening Prayer: George Eddings Dale Pinkley 

Invitation: Bill Fort Matt Bassing 

Closing Prayer: Cody Moore Sandy Nieves 

W e lco m e ! 
To the Berryville church of Christ. 
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