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“Self-Righteousness”
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or | say to you, that
unless your righteousness exceeds the
righteousness of the scribes and Phari-
sees, you will by no means enter the
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20).

The above saying of Jesus introduces
within its context the fact that the
Scribes and Pharisees had devised
their own system of salvation based not
upon the teaching of scripture, but
upon the doctrines and traditions of the
rabbis. Jesus illustrates this in the next
few verses by pointing out to those who
were listening, “You have heard that it
has been said....” He uses this phrase
in verses 23, 27, 31, 33, 38, and 43.
After he tells us the phrase that was
heard in rabbinical Judaism, he then
exposes the fallacy of the use of such
phrases to create a system of one’s
own righteousness. The Scribes and
Pharisees were guilty of creating such
a system.

Jesus calls attention to this system
more than once and in Matthew 15
comes into direct conflict with it. The
Scribes and Pharisees here ask Jesus
why he transgressed “the tradition of
the elders.” In response, Jesus asked
them why they transgressed “the com-
mandment of God because of your tra-
dition?” Their concern was not to sub-
mit to the commandments of God, but
to devise ways in which one could ex-
cuse oneself from such command-
ments. In this way, they created a
righteousness of their own.

One should recognize in this that it was
not so much a system of salvation that
Jesus was rejecting, but rather, a sys-
tem of salvation that was based upon
traditions that set aside the word of
God and that replaced the righteous-
ness contained within the legitimate
observance of God’s word with a right-
eousness devised by mere men. Ro-
mans 10:1-3 teaches this quite clearly.
“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer

to God for Israel is that they may be
saved. For | bear them witness that
they have a zeal for God, but not ac-
cording to knowledge. For they being
ignorant of God’s righteousness, and
seeking to establish their own right-
eousness, have not submitted to the
righteousness of God.”

There are those today who suggest
that the idea of having ANY system
whereby one may suggest that one is
righteous, is an effort to establish
one’s own righteousness. This, how-
ever, is NOT what Jesus taught. Je-
sus taught that the system of right-
eousness by which the Scribes and
Pharisees proclaimed their own right-
eousness must be EXCEEDED for
one to be righteous. And truly, we
have a system of righteousness by
which we must be saved today and
which exceeds that of the Scribes and
Pharisees. Romans 1:16, 17 states,
“For | am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ, for it is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes,
for the Jew first and also for the
Greek. For in it the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith to faith; as it
is written, ‘The just shall live by faith.”
God’s righteousness today is found in
the gospel.

To hear what many say today regard-
ing the subject of righteousness, one
would think that there is nothing that
one may do, whether given by God or
not, that is involved in making man
righteous. Such is not the case. The
fact of the matter is that one may be
righteous when one follows the sys-
tem of righteousness that has been
given to us by God. John writes,
“Little children, let no one deceive you.
He who practices righteousness is
righteous, just as He is righteous” (1
John 3:7). Itis not in the fact that one
accepts God’s system of righteous-
ness and follows it that one is self-
righteous, but rather, when one in-
vents/devises one’s own system of
righteousness that one is self-




“Self-Righteousness” (cont.)

righteous. This is what the Scribes
and Pharisees did. They in-
vented/devised their own system of
righteousness.

There are those today who say that
because we worship upon the first
day of the week, partake of the
Lord’s supper upon the first day of
the week, refuse to use instruments
of music, suggest that the church
has a system of worship which she
must do, that the church has an
organization that we must observe,
that the church has a mission which
she must keep, and many
other things—that because
we demand that such
things be practiced and
observed, that we are cre-
ating a righteousness of
our own, that we are creat-
ing a system of righteous-
ness which God did not
create. Such is not the

upon any day other than the first
day of the week? There is no such
passage. However, those who sug-
gest that we may so observe the
supper state that it is due only to
our “tradition” that the Lord’s supper
be observed upon Sunday. What
they fail to recognize was that the
scriptures record that the Lord’s
supper was observed by the church
upon Sunday (Acts 20:7), and not
upon any other day of the week.
Those who suggest that we may
observe the Lord’s supper upon
some other day of the week, trans-
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observe and practice are
things that are found within
God’s word. In contrast, it
is those who suggest that
we NOT practice such
things that set aside the word of
God that they may keep their own
tradition.

gress the word of God to keep their
own traditions.

Where, within the scriptures, is it
suggested that singing, by the
church, may be performed as ac-

Where, within the scriptures, is it
suggested that the Lord’s supper
may, by the church, be observed

Sermons and Study Topics

Week of 7/25/04

companied by mechanical instru-
ments of music? There is no such
passage. However, those who sug-
gest that we so sing without their
accompaniment, suggest that it is
only due to our “tradition” that we
do not use the instrument. Again,
these fail to recognize that the
scriptures record that the church
sang praises to God (1 Cor.14:15;
Col.3:16) and that nowhere in scrip-
ture is it recorded that they played
instruments. Those who suggest
that we may sing praises to God as
accompanied by the instrument
transgress the word of God
to keep their own traditions.

Example upon example
could be multiplied to show
that it is in actuality those
who suggest that we aban-
don our scriptural practices
who are seeking to trans-

4 gress the word of God so
ﬂ 4 that they can keep their own
traditions. We wonder, who
is seeking to establish their

A\ own righteousness and who
is seeking to submit to the
righteousness of God? If
we desire for our righteous-
ness to exceed that of the
scribes and Pharisees, then we will
be satisfied with the answers that
we find within the word of God, and
not seek to supplant such answers
with the traditions of men.

Weekly Record

Week of 7/18/04

MOINING oo An Overview of God’'s Home
SCHPLUME...cee e Genesis 1:26-28
EVENING .o To Be A Servant
SCHPIUIE....ccoiieeecee e Matthew 20:20-28
Sunday Morning Bible Study..................... The Book of Hebrews

Wednesday Evening Bible Study............ Minor Prophets: Micah

Sunday Class..........cccceeees 51
Sunday AM. ......coovvviiiinnn. 72
Sunday P.M. ..., 54
Wednesday.........cccceeeeeeeennnn. 53
Contribution............... $1607.65

Budget ......ccceveeeeennnn. $1778.13
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It’s Not Over!

bout a week and a half ago,
the U.S. Senate voted not to vote on
the proposed Federal Marriage
Amendment. The Democrats
launched a filibuster against the
Amendment so that it would never
come to a vote and there were not
enough votes to end the filibuster.
But the truth is that the Senators did
vote on this issue. Their vote in refer-
ence to the filibuster tells us where
their concerns were along this line.
The overall vote was basically along
party lines, though, a handful of Re-
publicans voted against it and less
than a handful of Democrats voted for
it, despite the fact, that the calls in
support of the Amendment were al-
most 50 to 1 in the Senate offices.
Arkansas’ Senators both voted
against ending the filibuster, which in
essence means that they didn’t want
to support the Federal Marriage

Kevin’s Korner

Amendment. Now, | don’t know
about you, but | have a personal
problem with someone who is not
interested in supporting the very sim-
ple and basic idea of marriage being
one man and one woman in this
country. So, | plan on remembering

just that when | go to the polls this fall
and | hope you will as well.

In the mean time, the house of Rep-
resentatives is planning on taking up
this issue in August. We will be able
once again to support God’s plan for
marriage in this country by calling our

representatives and letting them
know where we stand and what we
expect them to do on this issue. | will
be letting you know about more de-
tails in this regard as the date and
time comes closer. We also have a
state-wide issue to vote concerning
as well and that will be happening this
fall too at the polls. So I hope that we
will not let this small setback in the
Senate discourage our along this line.
We need to be patient and stand up
for what is right and not give any
ground. We can win this fight if we
continue to do what is right and stand
up for righteousness and never give
up. It’s not over yet!

t was truly a delight to be able
to go to Heber Springs and hold a
meeting for the Downtown church of
Christ this past week. | am very
grateful to the eldership and the
church here at Berryville for allowing
me such opportunities. | must also
pass along the gratitude of the breth-
ren in Heber Springs as well. They
were very thankful for the elders and
congregation here in Berryville for
supporting me in the full time preach-
ing and teaching of God’s word and
were very encouraging along that
line.

| found the Downtown church of
Christ in Heber Springs to be folks
who were truly concerned about wal-
ing in the OIld Paths. The brethren
there were very hospitable to me and
my family while there. The meals
they prepared were truly delicious

and they sought to minister to us in
physical things while we minister to
them in spiritual (1 Corinthians 9:11).

The city of Heber Springs was also a
wonderful place to visit. Since we
had to be out of the motel room each
day for cleaning, we took that time to
look around Heber Springs and learn
more about the city. The city has a
wonderful park that the boys really
enjoyed. Other items of interest were
the Greer’s Ferry Dam visitors center,
the fish hatchery, and the various
Army Corp of Engineering parks that
surrounded Greer’s Ferry Lake.

At the conclusion of the meeting, the
brethren there were speaking of what
a great success it was. |, personally,
had no means to gauge the meeting’s
success, but they were speaking of
how some who were out of duty had
been present, how there were visitors
there who heard messages that they
needed to hear, and that the church

there was greatly encouraged by the
preaching and teaching of the gospel.
This was greatly encouraging for me
as well and we left Heber Springs
with a very thankful spirit that our
prayers and yours concerning the
success of the meeting had been
answered. Once again, thank you,
dear Christian friends at Berryville, for
your support and prayers in this effort
at preaching the gospel.
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