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How Do We Get Wisdom?

ere is a question that
the Bible directly an-
swers in scripture. In

James 1:5, James writes, “If
any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, that giveth to all
men liberally, and upbraideth
not; and it shall be given him.”
James states that if someone
wants wisdom, that he may ask
God and God will give him wis-
dom. James doesn’t, however,
state “how” God gives wisdom;
neither does James state that
prayer is the ONLY way
through which we can get wis-
dom. James simply says to
ask for it if you lack it and God
will do the giving. But how
does God give wisdom?

In the past, God gave wisdom
directly to those who were in-
spired. In Daniel 2:23, Daniel
thanks God for the wisdom that
God had miraculously given to
Him. He says, “I thank thee,
and praise thee, O thou God of
my fathers, who hast given
me wisdom and might, and
hast now made known unto me
what we desired of thee; for
thou hast made known unto us
the king’s matter.” Peter also
tells us that God had inspired
Paul with wisdom to write his
epistles in 2 Peter 3:15, 16:
“And account that the longsuf-
fering of our Lord is salvation;
even as our beloved brother
Paul also, according to the
wisdom given to him, wrote
unto you; as also in all his
epistles, speaking in them of
these things; wherein are some
things hard to be understood,
which the ignorant and unsted-

fast wrest, as they do also the
other scriptures, unto their own
destruction.” God also gave
Jesus great wisdom prompting
some to ask from where such
wisdom originated: “And when
the sabbath was come, he be-
gan to teach in the synagogue:
and many hearing him were
astonished, saying, Whence
hath this man these things?
and, What is the wisdom that
is given unto this man, and
what mean such mighty works
wrought by his hands?” (Mark
6:2). Paul also wrote concern-
ing miraculous wisdom that
was given by the Spirit in 1
Corinthians 12:8: “For to one
is given through the Spirit
the word of wisdom; and to
another the word of knowledge,
according to the same Spirit.”
With the cessation of miracu-
lous gifts (1 Corinthians 13:8-
10) also came the cessation of
miraculous wisdom. Does God
give wisdom directly today?
One might just as well argue
that God gives knowledge di-
rectly today as he would that
God gives wisdom directly to-
day.

However, God does give wis-
dom in other ways. Just as
God once gave knowledge
directly by inspiration, which
knowledge is now contained
within His word, so also God,
who gave wisdom by inspira-
tion, has also left much wisdom
for us in His word. The writer
of the book of Proverbs states
plainly that if one desires to
know wisdom, that he should
study that book. Proverbs 1:1-

3 state: “The proverbs of Solo-
mon the son of David, king of
Israel; To know wisdom and
instruction; to perceive the
words of understanding; To
receive the instruction of
wisdom, justice, and judgment,
and equity....” Paul also spoke
concerning the wisdom that
was revealed through the gos-
pel in 1 Corinthians 6:7, “But
we speak the wisdom of God
in a mystery, even the hidden
wisdom, which God ordained
before the world unto our
glory.” Finally, Paul teaches
that within the mystery of Christ
“are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowl-

edge” (Colossians 2:3).

Are there other ways in which
God makes wisdom known?
Yes. In Ephesians 3:10 Paul
writes that God makes known
His wisdom through the church.
“To the intent that now unto the
principalities and powers in
heavenly places might be
known by the church the mani-
fold wisdom of God.” We
also may gain wisdom through
our cumulative lifetime experi-
ences. If we believe that all
things work together for good
for the Christian (Romans
8:28), then God may also use
“all things” to give wisdom as
well.

God gives wisdom! What a
great and wonderful blessing.
May we ever look for and ex-
pect the wisdom of God in our
lives.

Kevin Cauley




“God is
obviously
displeased if we
as His children
are not maturing
by acquiring a
knowledge of
God (2 Tim. 2:15)
and thus
growing
spiritually (2 Pet.
3:18). 7
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Marks of Spiritual Maturity — Mike Riley

n 2 Peter 3:18, the

apostle Peter stated

regarding spiritual
growth, "But grow in
grace, and in the knowl-
edge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. To
him be glory both now
and for ever. Amen."

As Christians, we are
obligated to grow spiritu-
ally as indicated by the
above verse from 2 Pe-
ter. Paul condemned the
church in Corinth be-
cause they had failed to
to on toward maturity in
the faith (1 Cor. 3:1-3).
The Hebrew Christians
were also chastised for
not growing spiritually in
the knowledge of God
(Heb. 5:12-14).

God is obviously dis-
pleased if we as His
children are not matur-
ing by acquiring a
knowledge of God (2
Tim. 2:15) and thus
growing spiritually (2
Pet. 3:18). Let us iden-
tify some marks of spiri-
tual maturity:

e The ability to control
anger and settle
differences without
violence or destruc-
tion (Gen. 13:1-8).

Patience - The will-
ingness to miss im-
mediate pleasure in
favor of long-term
gain (Heb. 11:24-
26).

Perseverance - The
ability to continue in
a task or a situation
in spite of heavy
opposition and dis-
couraging setbacks
(1 Cor. 15:58).

The capacity to face
unpleasantness and
frustration, discom-
fort and defeat,
without complaint or
collapse (1 Cor.
15:58; Gal. 6:9).

Humility - Being big
enough to say, "l
was wrong". And
when in the right,
the spiritually ma-
ture person does
not need the satis-
faction of saying, "I
told you so" (LK.
15:11-32).

The ability to make
a decision and fol-
low through with it.
The immature
spend their lives
exploring endless
possibilities and

then do nothing
(Matt. 25:24-30;
Jam. 1:22-25).

Conclusion

Are we mature in the
faith? Do the above
statements describe us?
If not, we need to imme-
diately begin to do what
we can to mature in the
faith by maturing in the
Word - the source of
saving faith (Heb. 4:12;
cf. Rom. 1:16; 2 Tim.
3:16-17).

Bible Studies for the week of January 9th, 2005

AM Sermon....A Pillar of Cloud by Day, A Pillar of Fire By Night

Scripture Reading
PM Sermon
Scripture Reading
Sunday Class
Wednesday Class

Nehemiah 9:19-21

Questions and Answers

The Book of Hebrews
Lessons on the Cross
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Kevin?s Korner

ell, the big
week has
finally arrived.

Tuesday morning, ear-
lier than | am accus-
tomed to rising, around
4:30 AM, we will be
making our trek to Harri-
son so that little Eddie
may be delivered into
this great big old world.
The doctor estimates
that he is going to be
around eight pounds. |
think he may be a little
larger than that. We
shall see. My parents
have arrived and are
present, even as | am
typing this article. Mary
Lynn’s parents, we are
expecting to arrive late
Monday evening. Need-
less to say, with the birth
and Mary Lynn being in
the hospital for a few
days and with both sets
of parents coming, I'm
going to be one busy
guy for a few days.
Please pray for Mary
Lynn, Eddie, my family
that are traveling during
this time, my kids, and
for me as well during
this time of joy and hap-
piness.

Let me also say “thank

you” for all of the won-
derful gifts that you gave
to Mary Lynn and the
baby last week during
the “shower.” Mary
Lynn brought several
things home and you
were so generous. |
also want to thank each
one that gave a gift,
though not necessarily
at the shower itself. It
really is a joy to be
among a congregation
that displays such won-
derful affection and love.
We really do appreciate
you so much in all that
you do and are continu-
ing to do for us in our
work here at the church.

As | mentioned, | am
going to be busy and
while | am planning on
preaching next Sunday,
my schedule is not go-
ing to be what it nor-
mally is. | don’t believe
that | will be in the office
very much next week at
all. If you need to geta
hold of me, you may just
want to call the hospital
and ask for Mary Lynn’s
room. We told the hos-
pital to go ahead and
put calls through for
those who ask. Other-

wise, you can leave a
message on my ma-
chine at home or at
work. | may not get to
them any time soon,
however, so you should
probably only do that if it
isn’t urgent.

While | don’t think that
anyone will be at the
house on Tuesday,
there will be some there
on Wednesday and fol-
lowing. We are going to
take the kids out of
school on Tuesday so
that they can be in the
hospital with mom and
their new brother, but
they will be going back
to school on Wednes-
day.

“lt really is a joy to be
among a congregation
that displays such
wonderful affection
May God bless each of and love. We really
you this week as our
weekly events transpire
and | should be able to
get announcement info
to you for Wednesday
night’s Bible Study and
devotional.

do appreciate you so
much in all that you
do and are continuing
to do for us in our
work here at the

church.”

Records for the week of January 2nd, 2004

Sunday Bible Class

Sunday AM Worship
Sunday PM Worship

Wednesday Night Study

Contribution

$1686.59
$1778.13
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