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Super Bow l Sunday is Ever y Sunday 
oday is the day that 
has come to be known 
as America's unofficial 

holiday. Yes, that's right, it is 
Super Bowl Sunday. Of 
course, the Super Bowl is the 
penultimate sports experi-
ence for most people who live 
in the United States. People 
start planning weeks in ad-
vance for their parties and 
get-togethers at which they 
eat, it is reported, more 
snacks than any other day of 
the year. It is said that more 
Americans watch the Super 
Bowl than any other program 
on television. In fact, over 150 
million are expected to watch 
(that's over half the popula-
tion of the U.S.) and during 
that time advertisers will pay 
$2.4 million dollars per half 
minute to promote their prod-
uct. The revenues alone for 
the entire event would be 
enough to fund the startup of 
a small country. It is an event 
that truly vies for the national 
attention. 

In contrast, there are those 
places to which people fre-
quent on Sundays called, in 
the vernacular, "churches." 
While there are many Ameri-
cans who claim to be Chris-
tians, not nearly as many 
show the kind of devotion and 
zeal that is seen in prepara-
tion for the Super Bowl. Oh, 
there are some who prepare, 
preachers, teachers, students 
of the word, but most simply 
decide at the last minute 

whether they will show up or 
not. While Super Bowl Sun-
day boasts a record number 
of snacks consumed, many 
"churches" throughout the 
land won't even observe the 
one holy meal of which the 
Lord's church partakes every 
Sunday (Acts 20:7). And it is 
quite doubtful that anyone will 
pay $2.4 million dollars per 
half minute in order to hear 
the greatest message ever 
known. These events hardly 
merit the attention of the local 
media, much less the national 
attention. 

Yet for all of the hype sur-
rounding Super Bowl Sunday 
and its events and all of the 
apathy toward the other fifty-
one Sundays of the year and 
their events, just one ordinary 
Sunday is still more super 
than Super Bowl Sunday, 
provided that Sunday is spent 
in the pursuits of the Lord. 
For Sunday is the day that 
the saints of God gather in 
fellowship one with another to 
recount the apostles doctrine, 
break bread, and pray (Acts 
2:42). It is the day that those 
devoted to God may return to 
Him that portion of blessings 
which is His due (1 Corin-

thians 16:1, 2). It is the day 
that a remembrance is made 
of God's only begotten Son in 
the memorial feast that com-
memorates His body and 
blood (1 Corinthians 11:23-
26). Because it was on this 
day, Sunday, that Jesus rose 
triumphantly from the grave 
proclaiming the defeat of Sa-
tan and victory over death, 
that we assemble to honor, 
praise, and worship He 
whose plan redeemed man-
kind from inevitable and eter-
nal defeat. 

On Super Bowl Sunday, there 
will be winners and there will 
be losers. There will be those 
who are victorious and those 
who fall, ignominiously, to 
ruin. Some will indeed be he-
roes this Sunday and some 
will be goats. I'm not neces-
sarily speaking of the gridiron, 
but of the grand field upon 
which the souls of men and 
women are gained and lost. 
Whose team are you rooting 
for this Sunday? Indeed, for 
whose team will you be play-
ing eternally? There are only 
two sides in this contest and 
the odds of winning are heav-
ily favored for one side 
against the other. The choice 
as to whether we will be win-
ners or losers, victorious or 
defeated, is ours. Let us 
choose sides prayerfully and 
devote ourselves to that team 
whose victory is assured. 

Kevin Cauley 



Y esterday was 
Groundhog Day 

and according to 
the official groundhog, 
Punxsutawney Phil, since 
he saw his shadow, we 
are in for six more weeks 
of cold winter weather. As 
this annual event was 
captured by the news 
media, there was much 
mumbling and groaning 
from the crowd gathered 
and they were reminded 
that Phil was only the 
messenger. Though we 
may not fully rely upon 
the forecast associated 
with Groundhog Day , 
how often has the weath-
erman felt the brunt of 
complaints regarding the 
weather as people forget 
the weatherman only pre-
dicts the weather, not 
produces it? 

As Stephen was helping 
to spread the message of 
salvation in Jesus, there 
were some who disputed 
with him, but were unable 
to withstand his wisdom. 
In an attempt to stop this 
messenger, they secretly 
instigated men to accuse 
him of blasphemy. 
Stephen was seized and 
brought before the Jewish 
council where false wit-
nesses testified against 
him. (Acts 6:8-14) 
Stephen then began a 

speech pointing out a 
long history of ill treat-
ment of God s messen-
gers.  Note the following 
charge Stephen directed 
toward this group: Which 
of the prophets did not 
your fathers persecute?  
And they killed those who 
announced beforehand 
the coming of the right-
eous one, whom you 
have now betrayed and 
murdered (Acts 7:52 
ESV). 

Jesus also referred to the 
history of how God s mes-
sengers had been 
treated. (Matthew 23:29-
36) So many of God s 
prophets were mistreated 
as their message was 
rejected by those to 
whom God had sent 
them. However, God s 
true prophets could and 
would only speak the 
message He gave them. 
There were also times 
when prophets who would 
speak a kinder message 
were sought out instead. 
Is the tendency much 
different today? Quite 
often, when people don t 
like the message they 
simply take it out on the 
messenger. And if the 
messenger can t be 
clearly proven wrong, 
attempts are made to 
shut him (or her) up one 

way or another. Even 
many who seek to uphold 
freedom of speech and 
encourage a spirit of tol-
eration of diverse ideas 
are among the most intol-
erant of Biblical principles 
and appear to want noth-
ing more than for Chris-
tians to be silenced! 

When the prophet Mi-
caiah was before Ahab 
and was told to speak 
favorably, he responded 
As the LORD lives, 

WHAT THE LORD SAYS 
TO ME, THAT I WILL 
SPEAK. (1 Kings 22:14) 
We are not prophets, but 
we are to be messengers 
of GOD S WORD. What 
God has spoken and pre-
served in the Scriptures, 
that is what we are to 
proclaim. As we hold out 
the message of salvation 
in Christ and live true to 
the standard God has 
given us for life, we must 
always remember the 
MESSAGE BELONGS 
TO HIM and we are 
merely the messengers. 
We have no right to 
change the message to 
suit the ears of those 
around us. The message 
is to be what it is regard-
less of the climate of soci-
ety. May we remain true 
to HIS MESSAGE! 

AM Sermon.......................................................... Bible Miracles 
Scripture Reading............................................... Hebrews 2:1-4 
PM Sermon................................................Obtaining Sainthood 
Scripture Reading........................................Colossians 1:21-26 
Sunday Class ..........................................The Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday Class.................................Lessons from the Cross 

Messengers Car l Hanson 

Bible Studies for the week of February 6th, 2005 
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