
BERRYVILLE BIBLE BEACON 
Volume 4, Issue 6 

February 13th, 2005 

When Money Tr um ps Mora l i t y 
he past couple of weeks 
there has been a news 
story making its way 

through the media regarding an 
unemployed German woman.  
The woman evidently lost her 
job and went on government 
unemployment.  In the course 
of her unemployment, job office 
contacted her and said some-
thing was available; it wasn't 
the kind of job she was expect-
ing.  In fact, she was told by the 
unemployment office that if she 
didn't accept this job that her 
unemployment benefits would 
be terminated. 

"Standard policy" you may 
think?  Well, it's not every day 
that an unemployment office 
tells you to become a prostitute 
or lose your benefits.  That's 
right, the job that had become 
available was with a German 
brothel and the government 
expected this woman to prosti-
tute herself or lose her unem-
ployment benefits.  After all, a 
job is a job, right? 

What happened here? 

You may be wondering, how 
did something like this happen?  
Well, two years ago, the Ger-
man government declared 
prostitution legal.  In so doing, 
they required brothels to pro-
vide health insurance and pay 
taxes.  In return, the brothels 
gain access to the govern-
ment's roles of the unem-
ployed.  When some ques-
tioned the morality of the mat-
ter, one lawyer stated that 
since prostitution has been 

legalized it is no longer im-
moral. 

The fact of the matter is that in 
this situation money has been 
allowed to define morality.  
What was the rationalization for 
legalizing prostitution?  Likely it 
was to reduce state health care 
costs and to levy taxes
money.  And what was the re-
sult of said legalization?  Pros-
titution is no longer considered 
immoral by the government.  
So now, the people come un-
der the tyranny of the govern-
ment's definition of morality. 

Where do we begin? 

There are several things wrong 
with this.  First, Germany has 
already once tried to redefine 
morality in order to accommo-
date their government.  Does 
anyone remember Hitler and a 
little thing called genocide?  
The defense of those who fol-
lowed his rule was that they 
were only doing what they were 
ordered to do and that after all, 
morality is subjective to the 
culture in which we live; each 
country defines morality in their 
own way.  That was the de-
fense, of course, until the 
prosecuting attorney's at the 

Nuremburg trials argued that 
morality was beyond the pro-
vincial and the transient and 
that it didn't matter what the 
laws of the country were in 
which you lived, some things 
were wrong for everyone sim-
ply because they were wrong.  
Has Germany learned that les-
son or not?  Evidently not.  The 
Bible teaches that God is al-
ways the standard for what is 
right and wrong; for what is 
moral and immoral (Proverbs 
3:5, 6, Jeremiah 10:23, 24). 

Second, legalization of some-
thing that is immoral doesn't 
make it moral.  We have been 
arguing this point for years in 
the United States in reference 
to the question of abortion.  
Just because it is legal to get 
an abortion doesn't mean that it 
is moral.  Smoking may be le-
gal, but that doesn't mean that 
it is moral.  Drinking may be 
legal, but that doesn't mean it 
is moral.  Cursing may be legal, 
but that doesn't mean that it is 
moral.  Public nudity may be 
legal (it is in some places) but 
that doesn't mean that it is 
moral.  Whether something is 
legal or not has absolutely no 
bearing upon the question of its 
morality.  The Bible says that 
the purpose of government is 
to uphold that which is good 
and punish that which is wrong 
(1 Peter 2:14).  This means 
that the government must first 
know what is and what isn't 
moral and then act accordingly. 

Third, don't individuals have a 
fundamental right to personal 



morals?  That is, one job 
is not just as good as 
another if a person has 
a moral objection to 
such a job.  Shouldn't 
governments be obli-
gated to respect an indi-
vidual's moral beliefs 
instead of penalize 
them?  Evidently, the 
German government 
doesn't believe in per-
sonal morals.  The Bible 
teaches that even in the 
face of overwhelming 
adversity, we are not to 
follow a multitude to do 
evil (Exodus 23:2).  
Governments ought not 
to require individuals to 
so do. 

Finally, money ought 
never to be used as a 
justification to do that 
which is immoral.  We 
have placed too much 
value upon money today 
when it comes to mat-
ters of morality.  We've 
recently seen multiple 
business leaders face 
criminal trials due to 
their unethical handling 
of financial matters in 
their companies.  The 
message that is por-
trayed is that if you can 
avoid getting caught it is 
worthwhile to make 
money unethically and 

immorally.  Business 
leaders often pressure 
their subordinates to do 
things that are ques-
tionably ethical upon 
penalty of losing their 
jobs.  Truth is no longer 
the driving force for that 
which is moral, but 
money.  The Bible 
teaches that money, far 
from being the valuable 
thing that most consider 
it to be, is not to be 
loved (Hebrews 13:3) 
and that the love of 
money is the root of all 
kinds of evil (1 Timothy 
6:10). 

Benjamin Franklin is 
known to have said, 
"Only a virtuous people 
are capable of freedom."  
Indeed, it is not freedom 
that defines virtue, but 
virtue that defines free-
dom.  It takes a virtuous 
people to understand 
that money doesn't 
trump morality.  But 
when governments and 
institutions make laws 
and rules that vacate 
morality for the case of 
money, the people suf-
fer.  And when the peo-
ple suffer, liberty is lost.  
The only true freedom 
comes through knowing, 

loving, and living the 
truth (John 8:32). 

Kevin Cauley 

(Confirmation of this story 
may be found at the following 
URL: 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
news/main.jhtml?xml=/
news/2005/01/30/
wgerm30.xml) 

AM Sermon............................Things That Unite One Baptism 
Scripture Reading............................................ Ephesians 4:1-6 
PM Sermon...........................................Questions and Answers 
Scripture Reading................................................................ N/A 
Sunday Class ..........................................The Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday Class.................................Lessons from the Cross 
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A father wanted to read a 
magazine but was being 
bothered by his little girl 
who wanted to know what 
the United States looked 
like. Finally, he tore a 
sheet out of his magazine 
on which was printed the 
U.S. map. Tearing it into 
small pieces, he gave it to 
her and said, "Go into the 
other room and see if you 
can put this together. This 
will show you our coun-
try."   

After a few minutes, she 
returned and handed him 
the map correctly fitted 
together. The father 
asked how she had fin-
ished so quickly. "Oh," 
she said, "on the other 
side was a picture of Je-
sus. When I got all of 
Jesus back where He 
belonged, then our coun-
try just came together."  

Got Jesus? 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
news/main.jhtml?xml=/
news/2005/01/30/
http://wgerm30.xml


e ve had a 
rash of acci-
dents lately 

with many of our mem-
bers and members 
families.  It seems, how-
ever, that everyone is on 
the mend at this point.  
Let s remember all of 
these in our prayers and 
pray for fewer accidents 
this week! 

Someone wrote me re-

garding my MTV note 
last week and sug-
gested that I mention to 
the congregation that 
you can use your televi-
sions V-Chip to block 
such objectionable 
channels on television.  
Most televisions also 
allow the possibility of 
programming a particu-
lar channel out of the 
system.  But even 
though this can be done, 

one is still paying for the 
objectionable channel.  
We need a better sys-
tem, in my opinion. 

Thank you to everyone 
who helped out this past 
week with brother 
Robert s funeral.  I know 
his family is appreciative 
of this congregation and 
of all of the devotion that 
was shown to Art 
through the years. 

Sunday Bible Class ................................................................51 
Sunday AM Worship...............................................................59 
Sunday PM Worship...............................................................60 
Wednesday Night Study.........................................................49 
Contribution.................................................................$1204.65 
Budget.........................................................................$1778.13 

Kevin s Kor ner 

Rec or ds for t he w eek of Febr uar y 6 t h, 2005 
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Spr ing Gospel Meet ing 
Marc h 6t h 8t h 
Wi t h J ake K ing 

Schedule of Studies 
Sunday Bible Class: Principles for Preachers............................................. 9:30 AM 
Sunday AM Worship: Messages for Men ................................................. 10:20 AM 
Sunday PM Worship: Words for Women .................................................... 6:00 PM 
Monday Bible Study: Exhortations for Employees ...................................... 7:00 PM 
Tuesday Bible Study: Grace of God ........................................................... 7:00 PM 

All are invited and welcome to come and 
st udy God s w ord w i t h us dur ing t h is t im e. 




