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What Does It Mean To Be Saved?

it means to be saved, we

need to understand that
from which we need to be
saved. The Bible teaches that
because all men have sinned,
they have fallen short of God's
glory (Romans 3:23). Itis
these sins that separate us
from God (Isaiah 59:2) putting
us into a state of needing to be
reconciled with God. More-
over, since God is a completely
holy and righteous God, those
who die in sins must be pun-
ished for the evil that they have
done. What kind of punish-
ment does one receive for of-
fending an infinite God? The
Bible teaches that those who
die in a state of sin will receive

I n order to understand what

eternal separation from God in
hell (Matthew 25:46). Sinful
man is doomed to condemna-
tion. This is that from which
men need salvation. What is
man to do? As Paul asks,
"Wretched man that | am, who
shall deliver (i.e. save) me from
this body of death?" (Romans
7:24)

Fortunately for man, God wants
man to be saved from such an
awful fate. That is the salvation
that God offers; reconciliation
with him through Jesus Christ
(Romans 7:25, 2 Corinthians
5:18-21). Salvation is the op-
portunity to not have to be pun-
ished for the sins that we have
committed. God has offered us
an alternative. If we will believe

that Jesus is God's Son, that
Jesus came to the earth to pro-
vide something for man that
man could not provide for him-
self, namely, salvation from sin,
then God will allow Jesus' sac-
rificial death on the cross to be
our vicarious punishment for
our sins (2 Corinthians 5:21).

When we become saved by
hearing God's word (Romans
10:17), believing it (Hebrews
11:6), repenting of sin (Acts
17:30), confessing Jesus as
Christ (Matthew 10:32) and
being baptized for the remis-
sion of sins (Acts 2:38, Acts
22:16), then we are born again
into the family of God (John

(Continued on page 2)

Our Spring Gospel Meeting
With Jake King Starts Today!
March 6th—=8th

Schedule of Studies

Sunday Bible Class: Principles for Preachers
Sunday AM Worship: Messages for Men
Sunday PM Worship: Words for Women
Monday Bible Study: Exhortations for Employees
Tuesday Bible Study: Grace of God

All are invited and welcome to come and
study God’s word with us during this time.




&“Salvation is
the
opportunity to
not have to be
punished for
the sins that
we have

committed. *®
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3:3,5) and we become
children of God (1 John
3:1) and heirs according
to God's promise
(Galatians 3:29). This
entails that we can then
call upon God as our
Father and he considers
us as His children
(Galatians 4:6).

Now, while this is the
basic story of salvation,
the scriptures reveal to
us that there are several
perspectives of salva-
tion. There is salvation
at the moment of bap-
tism. In this perspective,
we gain a right relation-
ship with God and we
become his child (see
Galatians 3:27-29). Here
we have forgiveness of
our past sins and we are
able to worship God
acceptably. In this per-
spective of salvation, we
have come out of a det-
rimental relationship
with God and entered
into a constructive rela-
tionship with God. God
begins, at this point, to
mold us into the kind of
person He wants us to
be through our obedi-
ence to His word and
our growth as a child of

God. 1 Peter 2:2V
states, "As newborn
babes, long for the spiri-
tual milk which is without
guile, that ye may grow
thereby unto salvation.”
While the newborn babe
in Christ is saved in that
he is in a right relation-
ship with God, he still
needs to continue to
grow unto salvation in
order to remain saved
and inherit eternal life.

There is also salvation
from sin committed after
baptism. In this per-
spective we see salva-
tion from sin as ongoing.
Once we become a
Christian, the blood of
Christ covers the sins
that we commit and con-
fess (1 John 1:7-10) and
we remain in a state of
God's grace as we con-
tinue to serve and love
Him. It doesn't mean
that God excuses our
sins. It means that
when we sin and turn to
God with a broken heart
in penitence for our sins,
then God continues to
forgive our sins based
upon our having been
cleansed by the blood
(Acts 8:22).

This doesn't mean, how-
ever, that we can't aban-
don God and lose our
inheritance (2 John 1:8).
We can, like the prodigal
son, rebel against our
father and wander off
into a strange land
(Luke 15:11-32). If we
die in such a state, then
we will lose our inheri-
tance and will not be
part of the kingdom of
God (Galatians 5:19-21,
1 Corinthians 6:9, 10).
Jesus himself even
warned us that there
would be some who call
him Lord, but would not
enter into eternal life
(Matthew 7:21). So
God's promise of for-
giveness to His children
is conditional upon the
grounds that we remain
faithful to God and His
will (Revelation 2:10).
God's relationship to us
is Father to child, but if
the child rejects and
abandons the Father,
then there is no more
sacrifice for sin
(Hebrews 10:26). We
are children of God, but
we must walk as God's
children (1 John 3:10,
Ephesians 5:8-11). If we
stop walking as God's
(Continued on page 3)

Bible Studies for the week of March 6th, 2005

AM Sermon
Scripture Reading
PM Sermon
Scripture Reading
Sunday Class
Wednesday Class

Principles For Preachers

The Book of Job




VOLUME 4, ISSUE 9

What Does It Mean To Be Saved? (cont.)

(Continued from page 2)

children we will be disin-
herited.

Consider also 2 Corin-
thians 7:9, 10 which
says, "Now | rejoice, not
that ye were made
sorry, but that ye sor-
rowed to repentance: for
ye were made sorry af-
ter a godly manner, that
ye might receive dam-
age by us in nothing.
For godly sorrow
worketh repentance to
salvation not to be re-
pented of: but the sor-
row of the world worketh
death." Notice that godly
sorrow works repen-
tance to salvation. What
kind of salvation is that?
Didn't these Christians
already have salvation?
Why would they need to
repent to salvation if
they already had it? This
passage indicates that
even those who were
once saved, can so sin
as to need to repent to
salvation again.

Finally, there is another
sense of the word
"salvation" that refers to
being saved out of this

Records for the week of February 27th, 2004

Sunday Bible Class

Sunday AM Worship
Sunday PM Worship

life and into the next.
Consider 2 Timothy
2:10. Paul is speaking to
those who are saved,
yet he says, "Therefore |
endure all things for the
elect's sakes, that they
may also obtain the sal-
vation which is in Christ
Jesus with eternal
glory." If they already
had it, then why would
they need to "obtain" it?
He must be referring to
salvation in the next life
in heaven with God and
Christ. Notice also 1
Peter 1:4, 5 "To an in-
heritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, re-
served in heaven for
you, Who are kept by
the power of God
through faith unto salva-
tion ready to be re-
vealed in the last time."
Again, this "salvation" is
that which has not yet
been "revealed" until,
that is, the last time.
That's heaven itself. So
while a man may be
saved in that he is cur-
rently in a right relation-
ship with God, and also
that he has ongoing for-
giveness of sins, it is

Wednesday Night Study

Contribution

also the case that he
has not yet obtained
final salvation in heaven.
That blessing is re-
served for those who
endure to the end (2
Timothy 4:8).

What does it mean to be
saved? It means that
the Christian has been
taken out of darkness
and into light, forgiven of
his past sins, and be-
come a child of God. It
means that the Christian
may now call upon God
as Father and ask for
ongoing forgiveness of
sins committed after
baptism, but it doesn't
mean that the Christian
can't abandon that rela-
tionship and return to
darkness. And finally, it
means that the Christian
has God's promise that
one day he will be saved
from the sorrows, pains,
and temptations of this
life into a place where
no evil shall dwell and
Father and child may be
together throughout
eternity. Now, don't you
want to be saved?

$1493.50
$1778.13

“The Christian
has God’s
promise that
one day...
Father and
child may be
together
throughout

eternity.”
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Praises, Prayers, and Proclamations

Announcements

e We are thankful to God for this
new Lord’s Day. Itis the day
we honor His Son and the Love
that He has shown us through
Him. Let us worship in spirit
and in truth!

We extend our deepest sympa-
thies to the family of Daisy
Farmer who passed from this
life into the next this past
Wednesday morning. Her me-
morial was this past Friday.

Please remember the following
in your prayers: Trish Foster,
Donna Henderson, Neva
Welch, Maxine Whitely, Chel-
sea Williams.

Let’'s remember our shut-ins as
well: Curtis and Opal Hull,
Edith Mischler.

The monthly elders and dea-
cons meeting is tonight after
services. If anyone has any
business that needs to be dis-
cussed please see one of
these men.

Our Bible study at the nursing
home will recommence this
coming Thursday at 2:00 PM.
All are invited to attend.

Our monthly men’s breakfast is
scheduled for this coming Sat-
urday morning at 7:00 AM. If
you want to help cook, please
be here around 6:30. See
Rusty for the menu.

Next Sunday evening is ques-
tions and answers. Please get
those questions in the box this
week.

Next Sunday evening we will
have a youth devotional at the
Williams house.

e QOur pantry item is: Pinto

Beans.

Welcome!

Family Times for Worship and Study

Sunday Morning Bible Class: .........ccccceeveieiiiviieeiiinn. 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Worship: .........ceeeevvieeiiieieiiiiieeieeeeeee, 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Worship: ........cooovviiiiiiee e, 6:00 PM
Ladies Bible Class: ........ccoovvviiiiiiiiiii e 10:30 AM
Wed. Evening Bible Class: ........ccccooeveiiiiiiiiiiciieee e, 7:00 PM

Serving Each Other

Sunday Morning
Songs:
Preaching:

Opening Prayer:

Scripture Reading:

Lord’s Table

(assist)

Closing Prayer
Sunday Evening
Songs:
Preaching:

Opening Prayer:

Scripture Reading:

Lord’s Table

Closing Prayer
Wednesday
Songs:

Opening Prayer:
Invitation:

Closing Prayer:

March 6th, 2005

Kevin Cauley
Jake King
George Eddings
Dan Hand

Clay Bozarth
Glenn Quigley
Brent Moore
Ray Duncan

Ken Smith

Kevin Cauley
Jake King
Rusty Windle
Jerry Roller
Irvin Hand
Bob Phillips

Bob Moore

Glenn Williams
Bill Fort
Rusty Windle

Ray Duncan

March 13th, 2005

Bill Fort

Kevin Cauley
Irvin Hand
Perry Foster
Leon Duncan
Glenn Williams
Brandon Foster
Bob Phillips
Dan Hand

Clay Bozarth
Kevin Cauley
Glenn Williams
Bob Moore
Dale Pinkley
Jack Gentry
Ken Smith

Bruce Foster
Dale Pinkley
Bill Fort

Brandon Foster
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