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What Is Grace? (Obedience, Salvation,
and God’s Grace)

any years ago, some-
one gave me this
illustration of God's

grace and | haven't forgotten it
since. Suppose you went
down to the local car dealer-
ship and walked into the front
door and someone walked up
to you, but instead of saying,
"Can | help you," they said,
"Today is your day! Today you
are our 100,000th customer
and we have a great surprise
for you. Here is the key to a
brand new car with all the bells
and whistles. All you have to
do is take these keys and drive
the car off the lot and the car is
yours. We'll take care of the
rest." Now, as you stood there,
you would probably be thinking,
"Ok, what's the catch," right?
But suppose there was no
"catch." Suppose that this new
car was simply "yours for the
taking."

Could you say that in taking
that car that you earned it? Or
would you rather say that the
car was a gift? Would you say
that you deserve that car? Or
would you rather say that the
car was given by the favor of
the owner? Can you say that
through the actions of taking
the key and driving off the lot
that you merited the car? Or
would you say that the car was
unearned? The answers here
should be obvious. No way
could we say that we earned
the car or that we merited the
car or even that we deserved

the car. The car was given by
the favor of the owner; that
favor was unmerited on our
part; we did nothing to earn it;
we really don't deserve it, but
because we met the conditions
of the owner, we got it. Does
taking the key and driving the
car off the lot mean that we
deserve, have merited, or have
earned the car? No, obviously
not. How do we know that?
Because we recognize the in-
equity of the value of our ac-
tions in accepting the car in
relationship to the car's value.
That is, our actions in taking
the keys and driving the car off
the lot (if such actions have any
value at all), in no way begin to
compare in value to the car
itself. So it is with unmerited
favor that the owner of the car
dealership has given us the
car.

You may not know it, but we've
just illustrated God's grace.
God's grace is unmerited favor.
And receiving something by
God's grace is obtaining some-
thing by gift that we don't de-
serve, haven't merited, and
didn't earn. Now, the Bible
says that we are saved by
grace (Ephesians 2:8), and that
salvation is a gift from God
(Romans 6:23). It also says
that we don't deserve salvation,
can't merit it and don't earn it
(Ephesians 2:9, 2 Timothy 1:9).
So how can we say that human
activity must be involved in
order to receive God's grace?

Let's continue thinking about
our illustration and see if we
can answer that question.

When we think about our illus-
tration in relationship to God's
gift, of how much more value is
the gift of God's Son (the mani-
festation of God's grace) than a
new car? Itis, of course, infi-
nitely (incomparably) more
valuable. And of how much
less value are our actions in
comparison to what God has
done? The inequity is infinite
and truly incomparable. How
can we then say that any act of
obedience that man does as
part of the conditions that God
has set forth for salvation, in
any way merits God's grace?
We cannot. Just as taking the
keys and driving off the lot can-
not be considered to be merit-
ing, earning, or deserving that
new car, so also, when we hear
the gospel, believe it with all
our heart, repent of sins, con-
fess Jesus as Christ and are
baptized for the remission of
our sins, neither can we say
that we merited, earned, or
deserved the salvation that has
been purchased by the blood
of Jesus and given to us
through the grace of God. We
receive it because God gave it
and we met God's conditions
for receiving it; but not because
we earned or merited it. In
comparison to the infinite value
of salvation, the value of our
obedience is zero. But that
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doesn't mean we have
the luxury to be disobe-
dient.

Take Naaman (2 Kings
5) for an example. Here
was a man who had
leprosy. There was
nothing that he could do
to earn, merit, or de-
serve freedom from that
disease. Yet he was
told that he could do
something, namely, dip
in the Jordan seven
times. There was no
value in dipping in the
Jordan seven times to
heal one from the dis-
ease of leprosy. Yet,
that was the condition
that God gave Naaman
in order to be healed of
that disease. Naaman's
actions of dipping him-
self seven times in the
Jordan were obedient,
but they were valueless
in comparison to the gift
that God gave him,
namely, Naaman's
health. God gave
Naaman health by His
grace; but Naaman,
through his obedience,
in no way earned that
health. We might say
that the value of his obe-
dience in relationship to

God's gift of health was
zero. But that didn't
mean that Naaman had
the luxury of being dis-
obedient.

So wherein lies the mis-
understanding? Many
today have redefined
God's grace to mean
unmerited and uncondi-
tional favor. But that's
not God's grace. God's
grace is unmerited fa-
vor, but just because
grace is unmerited
doesn't necessarily
mean that it is uncondi-
tional. "Unmerited"
means that something
can't be earned.
"Unconditional" means
that something can't be
refused. For example,
life is an unconditional
gift from our parents
(and from God) to us;
once conception has
occurred, there's noth-
ing we can do to refuse
it. Life is also unmerited
because we can't do
anything to earn it. On
the other hand, food,
clothing, and shelter are
unmerited gifts from
parents to children, but
the children must them-
selves eat, wear their
clothes, and come in the
house when it rains. So

while these gifts are
unmerited, they are con-
ditional. There is a dif-
ference between a gift
that is unconditional and
one that is unmerited. A
gift that is unconditional
is unmerited, but one
which is unmerited is not
necessarily uncondi-
tional.

Now, just because
God's grace is unmer-
ited does not mean it is
unconditional. Some
get these two concepts
confused and want to
say that if God's grace is
unmerited, then that
means that it is uncondi-
tional. What makes
something unconditional
is the inability to refuse
it. What makes some-
thing unmerited is the
inability to earn it. Once
we understand that sal-
vation can be refused
(by disbelief; Mark
16:16) then it is clear
that salvation is NOT
unconditional. However,
the fact that we can re-
fuse salvation doesn't
mean that when we
meet the conditions God
has set for salvation that
we necessarily earn it
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Bible Studies for the week of March 13th, 2005

AM Sermon
Scripture Reading
PM Sermon
Scripture Reading
Sunday Class
Wednesday Class

Aids To Remembrance
1 Corinthians 11:23-25
Green Valley Bible Camp

Guest Speaker

The Book of Hebrews

The Book of Job
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and that is true because
our obedience in rela-
tionship to God's gift of
salvation has no pur-
chasing value. It simply
doesn't follow that be-
cause salvation is condi-
tional that it must be
merited. No, not at all.
Salvation can be both
conditional and unmer-
ited.

God's gift of salvation is
by His grace. That
means it is unmerited. It
is unmerited because
none of the actions that
we can do can ever
prove to be of value in
relationship to God's
cost for providing salva-
tion. However, that
doesn't mean that salva-
tion is unconditional.
Just because our obedi-
ence doesn't merit sal-
vation doesn't imply that
God has no conditions
for salvation. It simply
means that when we
meet God's conditions
through obedience, that
God favors us with sal-
vation, without our hav-
ing deserved it.

Kevin Cauley

Kevin’s Korner

First, | think | want to ex-
press my appreciation to
brother Jake King for
coming and holding our
gospel meeting for us this
past week. His lessons
were well prepared,
thoughtful, practical, and
balanced. I, personally,
really enjoyed the study
of Titus 2. | also want to
say “thank you” to our
eldership for having this
opportunity for study and
evangelism. We had
several visitors with us
during the week and it
was very encouraging to
see all of them. If you
enjoyed the meeting, you
might want to tell our eld-
ers “thank you” for this as
well.

Tonight, Ronnie Cowan
from Green Valley Bible
Camp will come and pre-
sent some information on
that work. Several of our
kids go to that camp each
summer when Wayne
Deffenbaugh takes his
group there and the eld-
ers thought that it would
be good if we heard a
little about the camp.
Ronnie will be reporting
on the work as well as
presenting a Bible lesson.
We are glad that we are
involved in works wherein

those who operate such
works feel compelled to
report on them as did
Paul in regard to his mis-
sionary works (Acts
14:27).

Tomorrow is the monthly
preacher’s luncheon in
Joplin, Missouri. | haven’t
been going to these lately
due to Mary Lynn’s preg-
nancy and recovery, but
she and the baby are
really doing well now and
John is getting antsy to
resume our monthly trips.
So, tomorrow morning at
8:30 we will make the trek
up to Joplin for the
monthly preacher’s lunch
there. If anyone would
like to go with us, please
let me know and we will
make the appropriate
accommodations. The
last time we went we had
several and we really did
have a good time of fel-
lowship.

Finally, this past week
marked a significant mile-
stone for two of our mem-
bers. Curtis and Opal
Hull have been married
for 70 years. This is truly
amazing and commend-
able. | pray that we all
have the fortitude to stay
faithful to our spouses as
have they.

Records for the week of March 6th, 2005

Sunday Bible Class

Sunday AM Worship
Sunday PM Worship

Wednesday Night Study

Contribution

$2155.35
$1778.13

“f you enjoyed
the meeting,
you might want
to tell our
elders “thank
you” for this as

well.”
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Berryville Bible Beacon, 909 W. Trimble, Berryville AR 72616 or e-mail us at bvcoc@alltel.net.




Praises, Prayers, and Proclamations

Announcements

e We are thankful to God for this
new Lord’s Day. Itis the day
we honor His Son and the Love
that He has shown us through
Him. Let us worship in spirit
and in truth!

We extend our sympathies to
the families of Richard Swof-
fard, Riley Hawkins, and Helen
Bradley, all of whom passed
away recently.

Please remember the following
in prayers: Brandon Gentry,
John Gentry, Donna Hender-
son. We’re glad to have sev-
eral who were sick back with
us.

Our monthly potluck meal is
next Sunday afternoon after
services.

This evening after evening
service we will trek over to the
Williams house for a youth
devotional. Hot dogs are on
the menu, so please bring
chips and drinks and, of
course, chocolate.

Our weekly Bible study at the
nursing home will be Thursday
at 2:00.

Men’s breakfast was great yes-
terday! Thanks Rusty!

A word of thanks to Bruce for
having our rear road repaired!
THANKS!!

Questions and answers will be
postponed till next week due to
our guest speaker tonight.

e Our pantry item is: Laundry
Detergent.

Welcome!

Family Times for Worship and Study

Sunday Morning Bible Class: .........ccccceeveieiiiviieeiiinn. 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Worship: .........ceeeevvieeiiieieiiiiieeieeeeeee, 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Worship: ........cooovviiiiiiee e, 6:00 PM
Ladies Bible Class: ........ccoovvviiiiiiiiiii e 10:30 AM
Wed. Evening Bible Class: ........ccccooeveiiiiiiiiiiciieee e, 7:00 PM

Serving Each Other

March 13th, 2005

Sunday Morning
Songs:
Preaching:

Opening Prayer:

Scripture Reading:

Lord’s Table

(assist)

Closing Prayer
Sunday Evening
Songs:
Preaching:

Opening Prayer:

Scripture Reading:

Lord’s Table

Closing Prayer
Wednesday
Songs:

Opening Prayer:
Invitation:

Closing Prayer:

Ken Smith
Kevin Cauley
Irvin Hand
Perry Foster
Leon Duncan
Glenn Williams
Brandon Foster
Bob Phillips
Dan Hand

Clay Bozarth
Kevin Cauley
Glenn Williams
Bob Moore
Dale Pinkley
Jack Gentry
Ken Smith

Bruce Foster
Dale Pinkley
Bill Fort

Brandon Foster

March 20th, 2005

Brent Stevens
Kevin Cauley
Bruce Foster

Bob Moore
George Eddings
Rusty Windle
Jerry Roller
Brandon Foster

Glenn Williams

Bruce Foster
Kevin Cauley
Dan Hand
Brent Moore
John Gass
Ray Duncan

Dale Pinkley

Glenn Quigley
Leon Duncan
Bob Moore

Perry Foster
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