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I s Tradi t ion An Adequat e St andard 
For Rel ig ious Prac t ic es? (2) 

(Editor s note: Two weeks ago I 
begun this study answering this 
question.  Last week there was 
no bulletin due to my being out 
of the country.  This article is 
part two in the answer.  Next 
week there will be a third part.  
I hope in looking at this ques-
tion that we can come to the 
conclusion that only the Bible is 
the standard we must take for 
our religious practices.  This 
article continues where last 
week s article ends.) 

S econd, the Bible makes it 
clear that God's revela-
tion to man was only for 

the time that the church was 
initially being built until such a 
time as the complete will of 
God was revealed.  In 1 Corin-
thians 13:8-10 Paul wrote: 

Charity never faileth: but 
whether there be prophe-
cies, they shall fail; whether 
there be tongues, they shall 
cease; whether there be 
knowledge, it shall vanish 
away.  For we know in part, 
and we prophesy in part.  
But when that which is per-
fect is come, then that 
which is in part shall be 
done away. 

Directly inspired prophecies, 
knowledge, and tongues were 
for a limited time.  They were 
never intended to be a perma-
nent part of the work of the 
church.  Paul wrote during a 
time when Christians did not 
have a complete set of docu-
ments that they could call the 

New Testament, though, they 
did have the directly inspired 
teachings of the apostles and 
prophets.  However, the mi-
raculous nature of these offices 
were going to cease when the 
unity of the faith was revealed 
(Ephesians 4:11-13). 

Moreover, such ability to re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and exer-
cise said miraculous gifts were 
only available through the per-
sonal laying on of the apostles 
hands.  Philip the evangelist 
converted many people in 
Samaria to Christ, but it wasn't 
until Peter and John came up 
into that area that these con-
verts could receive the Holy 
Spirit and the ability to perform 
miracles (Acts 8:14-17).  Paul's 
converts also couldn't perform 
such miracles until he had laid 
his hands upon them (Acts 
19:6).  The ability to lay hands 
upon another so that they 
would receive a spiritual gift 
was not granted to just anyone.  
Only Jesus' specifically chosen 
apostles had such authority 
(Acts 8:18-21). 

And such authority was con-
firmed by the miracles which 
they did (Mark 16:20, Hebrews 
2:3,4).  They restored the 
maimed to health, immediately.  
They raised the dead.  They 
walked on water.  They miracu-
lously punished the wicked.  
These were things that could 
be clearly distinguished from 
that which was natural.  Paul 
wrote that their words were 
confirmed with power of the 

Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:4).  
Yet we are supposed to believe 
that Pope John Paul II healed 
someone because he laid his 
hands on him and then after 
several months the individual 
recovered?  That's substan-
dard to the quality of miracle 
that Jesus performed and 
ought to be rejected.  Where 
are the miraculous deeds done 
by the Catholic Church that 
were done by the apostles and 
prophets of the first century?  
They are non-existent.  The 
Catholic Church simply cannot 
prove that their words have the 
same authority as the apos-
tles'. 

The Holy Spirit guided these 
miraculously aided men into all 
truth, as Jesus promised (John 
16:13) and the result of such 
was that they were able to re-
cord these inspired truths in 
documents that would be pre-
served for all ages also per 
Jesus promise (Matthew 
24:35).  We have these words 
today without corruption in the 
pages of the New Testament.  
Taking these words, studying 
them, and applying them to our 
lives is all that we need in order 
to be faithful Christians today 
(2 Timothy 3:16,17).  Hence, 
the Catholic magisterium con-
tains no more religious author-
ity than what any other man 
may have, which is really none. 

Third, it is clear from the scrip-
ture that man's authority never 
has been on equal footing with 

(Continued on page 2) 



God.  The writer of Prov-
erbs declared, "Trust in 
the LORD with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understand-
ing.  In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths."  
In fact, it is consistently 
condemned in scripture 
as a viable standard for 
behavior.  Jeremiah the 
prophet wrote, "O 
LORD, I know that the 
way of man is not in 
himself: it is not in man 
that walketh to direct his 
steps" (Jeremiah 10:23).  
Isaiah also declared that 
man's standard for right 
and wrong doesn't cut it 
with God.  "For my 
thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, 
saith the LORD.  For as 
the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than 
your ways, and my 
thoughts than your 
thoughts" (Isaiah 
55:8,9).  More often than 
not, man gets spiritual 
matters wrong, than 
right. 

This last point is clearly 
proved through the his-

(Continued from page 1) tory of the Catholic 
Church in the very mag-
isterium that is claimed 
to be infallible.  Time 
and time again, the 
Catholic Church contra-
dicts itself over its own 
doctrines.  It was once 
wrong and sinful for the 
good Catholic to eat 
meat on Fridays and 
during the traditional 
time of "lent."  Yet now it 
is no longer held as sin-
ful, but merely out of 
keeping with a more 
spiritual way.  It was 
once strictly held that for 
Catholic priests to marry 
was sinful.  Yet now, it is 
held that it is not neces-
sarily sinful for them to 
marry, merely not con-
venient for them to so 
do and maintain their 
personal duties.  It was 
once acknowledged that 
the pope's words were 
fallible; yet now, it is 
stated that his words are 
infallible.  It was once 
thought that the sale of 
indulgences in the 
Catholic church was a 
legitimate practice.  Yet 
now it is held in scorn.  It 
was once held by the 
Catholic church that 
religious warfare in the 
name of God was a 

righteous thing to do.  
But today, the Catholic 
church's position on war 
is more or less that of a 
pacifist.  If Catholic tradi-
tion is so infallible and 
authoritative as is 
claimed, then why all of 
the errors, corrections, 
modifications, reversals, 
and amendments?  It 
simply cannot be stated 
that such these things 
were due to the current 
cultural conditions of the 
time.  Marriage has 
been around since 
Adam and Eve.  The 
eating of meat nearly as 
long.  The office of the 
pope has been around 
for over a thousand 
years.  Does culture 
dictate his fallibility or 
infallibility?  Carnal war-
fare has been known 
since the time of Cain 
and Abel.  Was it right to 
go to war for religious 
reasons during the mid-
dle ages but wrong to do 
so today?  Where is the 
consistency in these so 
called infallible tradi-
tions? 

The tradition of the 
Catholic Church is no 
more than man's opinion 

(Continued on page 3) 
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I t is my opinion that 
our trip to Costa Rica 
to have been a suc-

cess.  With all such ef-
forts, success isn t meas-
ured by what one man 
thinks, of course, but by 
whether or not the Lord s 
will has been done.  I 
believe that brother Fort 
and I did that to the best 
of our ability.  The rest of 
the situation is now in the 
hands of the church at 
Tres Rios.  I believe they 
know what is right and 
how to do it.  I believe 
they will do what is right.  
Nevertheless, they must 
make the choice them-
selves.  Please continue 
to pray for them. 

The surgery scheduled 
for my eye this past Fri-
day morning was com-
pleted and as of this writ-
ing it looks like I was in a 
serious brawl with some-
one.  I have a nice 
shiner on my right eye 

as a result of the surgery.  
All did go well and the 
doctor was pleased with 
the procedure.  I hope, 
however, that I never 
have to undergo such a 
procedure again.  I ll be a 
big baby and tell you that 
it was painful.  Someone 
asked me what I thought 

compiled over a long 
period of time.  The 
length of time does not 
change the fact that 
these are simply man's 
opinions and not God's.  
And one man's opinion 
has no more authority 
than any other s.  The 
teachings of the Pope 
have no more true au-
thority than the teach-
ings of a rice farmer in 
China.  Man's thoughts 
are all equal with one 
another, but they are not 
equal with God's.  The 
prophet asks, "To whom 
will ye liken me, and 
make me equal, and 
compare me, that we 
may be like?" (Isaiah 
46:5).  The answer is 

(Continued from page 2) returned, "Remember 
the former things of old: 
for I am God, and there 
is none else; I am God, 
and there is none like 
me,  Declaring the end 
from the beginning, and 
from ancient times the 
things that are not yet 
done, saying, My coun-
sel shall stand, and I will 
do all my pleas-
ure" (Isaiah 46:9,10).  
Man's tradition simply is 
NOT an adequate stan-
dard for religious prac-
tices.  We ought not be 
satisfied with anything 
other than that which 
has been proved to be 
God's word, the inspired 
scriptures that constitute 
the Bible. 

Kevin Cauley 
To Be Continued . 
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of the doctor.  I said, He s a pretty nice guy for a sa-
dist.  Well, perhaps that s not fair.  I did ask him to do 
the surgery, after all and it needed to be done. 

Congratulations to our graduates, Brent and Katie.  It is 
an accomplishment!  You will continue to be in our 
thoughts and prayers as you continue your life! 

Friends and family day is next week!  I can t believe the 
time has already come.  I hope that you will make an 
effort to hand out the few remaining flyers to your 
friends and family and encourage them to attend.  I 
believe it will be a great day! 



Praises, Prayer s, and Proc lam at ions 

We are thankful to God for this 
new Lord s Day.  It is the day 
we honor His Son and the Love 
that He has shown us through 
Him.  Let us worship in spirit 
and in truth! 

We express our deepest sym-
pathies to the family of Curtis 
Hull who passed from this life 
to the next Friday, May 13th, 
2005.  Memorial services are 
scheduled for Monday at 10:00 
AM at the Berryville cemetery. 

Please pray for the following: 
David Childers, Shana Fouts, 
Rex Gentry, Hughetta Hand, 
Pat May, Jimmy Warren. 

Please remember our shut-ins: 
Opal Hull and Edith Mischler. 

We welcome Barret Brown to 
our Christian family here.  Bar-
ret placed membership last 
week. 

Please remember that this af-
ternoon at 2:00 there is a bridal 
shower for Megan Williams at 
the Steven s house. 

Friends and Family day is next 
week!  Make your plans to at-
tend! 

Next Sunday is the monthly 
youth devotional. 

We will have our monthly pot-
luck next Sunday in conjunc-
tion with Friends and Family 
day. 

Our quarterly singing at the 
nursing home will be the last 
Sunday of this month at 2:00. 

We have Bible study at the 
nursing home this Thursday at 
2:00. 

There will be a going away 
party for the Stevens, Monday, 
May 30th (Memorial Day), 
noon, at the Windle s house. 

Our pantry item is: deodorant. 

Announcements 

Ser v ing Eac h Ot her 

 

May 15th, 2005 May 22nd, 2005 

Sunday Morning 

  

Songs: Bill Fort Ken Smith 

Preaching: Kevin Cauley Kevin Cauley 

Opening Prayer: Rusty Windle Brent Stevens 

Scripture Reading: Brent Moore Bob Moore 

Lord s Table John Gass Leon Duncan 

 

Bruce Foster George Eddings 

(assist) Ray Duncan Michael Morrell 

 

George Eddings Jerry Roller 

Closing Prayer Bob Moore Glenn Williams 

Sunday Evening 

    

Songs: Bruce Foster Rusty Windle 

Preaching: Kevin Cauley Kevin Cauley 

Opening Prayer: Dan Hand Michael Morrell 

Scripture Reading: Perry Foster Ken Smith 

Lord s Table Dale Pinkley Ray Duncan 

 

Ervin Hand Bob Phillips 

Closing Prayer John Gass Bob Moore 

Wednesday 

    

Songs: Clay Bozarth Bruce Foster 

Opening Prayer: Bruce Foster Rusty Windle 

Invitation: Dale Pinkley Leon Duncan 

Closing Prayer: Leon Duncan Matt Morrell 

Fam i l y T im es for Worship and St udy 

Sunday Morning Bible Class: ....................................... 9:30 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship: .......................................... 10:30 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship: ............................................ 6:00 PM 
Ladies Bible Class: ..................................................... 10:30 AM 
Wed. Evening Bible Class: ........................................... 7:00 PM 

Welc om e! 
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