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The Sin of Idolatry (Part 1)

hen the word
"idolatry" is men-
tioned, most reli-

gious folks probably call to
mind a debunked religious sys-
tem that is outdated and not
generally practiced. Why ought
the worshipper of God be con-
cerned with the sin of idolatry?
The truth is that there are many
in the religious world today
practice idolatry. People of the
Hindu religion have various
wooden and stone carvings
and manifestations of their dei-
ties. Buddhists typically have a
"Buddha" statue to which they
give offerings of one kind or
another. And in recent years
there has been a revival of pa-
ganism which goes hand in
hand with idolatry. Even some
who profess Christianity have
unwittingly substituted idol wor-
ship for the worship of the living
God. The fact of the matter is
that idolatry is still alive and
well in our world today.

From reading the Old Testa-
ment, one would think that the
sin of idolatry would be clearly
enough defined that those who
believe in the Bible wouldn't
have anything to do with prac-
ticing it today. Leviticus 19:4
states, "Turn ye not unto idols,
nor make to yourselves molten
gods: | am the LORD your
God." Leviticus 26:1 says, "Ye
shall make you no idols nor
graven image, neither rear you
up a standing image, neither
shall ye set up any image of
stone in your land, to bow
down unto it: for | am the
LORD your God." And in the

Ten Commandments God
says, "Thou shalt have no
other gods before me. Thou
shalt not make unto thee any
graven image, or any likeness
of any thing that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth: Thou shalt not
bow down thyself to them, nor
serve them: for | the LORD thy
God am a jealous God, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children unto the third and
fourth generation of them that
hate me" (Exodus 20:3-5). We
get the picture from these
verses that an idol is any
carved, fashioned, or molded
image that is in the likeness of
anything that exists in heaven
or earth which has been
erected for devotees to serve
or worship.

What kind of service or worship
would one offer to an idol? The
scriptures are clear. One is not
to make an idol (Leviticus 19:4,
26:1). One is not to follow an
idol (1 Kings 21:26). One is not
to bow down to an idol
(Leviticus 26:1). One is not to
pray to an idol (Isaiah 44:17,
45:20). One is not to offer sac-
rifices to idols (Hosea 13:2).
One is not to seek idols (Isaiah
19:3). One is not to bless an
idol (Isaiah 66:3). One is not to
set up an idol (Leviticus 26:1).
One is not to lift up one's eyes
to idols (Ezekiel 18:6, 12, 15,
33:25). One is not to praise an
idol (Isaiah 42:8). Any kind of
religious devotion that one may
consider is forbidden in the

concepts of worshipping or
serving an idol.

Unlike the Old Testament writ-
ers, who give us multiple de-
tailed descriptions of idolatry,
New Testament writers expect
one to understand the defini-
tion of the term from the Old
Testament (Romans 15:4).
What we find in the New Testa-
ment is the simple prohibition
of idolatry. The Apostles com-
manded Gentile Christians to
abstain from the pollution of
idols in Acts 15:20, 29. Idola-
ters are people with whom we
are to have no fellowship (1
Corinthians 15:11). Those who
practice such will not inherit the
kingdom of God according to 1
Corinthians 6:9. Idolatry is
listed among the works of the
flesh in Galatians 5:20. And in
1 John 5:21, John says, "Little
children, keep yourselves from
idols." Ildolatry is explicitly for-
bidden under the New Cove-
nant.

Between the Old Testament
and the New, there isn't much
room for one to practice idola-
try. However, when people
want to do something, they will
think of all kinds of excuses,
rationalities, and justifications.
In the next article, we'll take a
look at one major religion's
“"rationale” for what amounts to
nothing more than idolatry.
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Not a Crown of Gold

It was not a crown of gold He wore,

When he went to Calvary;

But a crown of thorns that pierced His brow,
When he died for you and me.

It was not a crowd that praised His name,

When He hung there on that tree;

But a crowd that jeered and mocked and laughed,
When He died for you and me.

Would we not be as guilty then,
When we forget to show

The honor, praise and glory
For One who loved us so?

--Wilma Morris

Original Plan

When we a purchase make of things, So when we read God's holy word,
Whether a table, lamp or chair, Can we not understand,

We'd love to have the original, The church for which our Savior died,
If only the price was fair. Was God's "original" plan?

And even then sometimes we'll pay, --Wilma Morris
For something very nice,

We'll be so proud to own it,

We'll even pay the price.

But what a price our Savior paid,
When he suffered, bled and died,

He gave His life for His own church,
The church, His holy bride.
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AM Sermon The Preacher’s Greatest
Scripture Reading Lamentations 2:11-19
PM Sermon Good People Who Opposed God
Scripture Reading Genesis 18:16-23
Sunday Class The Book of Matthew
Wednesday Class The Book of Zephaniah







