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The Sin o f Ido lat r y (Par t 2) 

O ne would think that 
those who profess to 
believe in the God of 

the Bible wouldn't practice 
idolatry; however, it is com-
monly practiced among the 
Catholic Church.  Not too long 
ago, I visited a Cathedral in 
Brazil.  In this Cathedral, there 
was a carved wooden image of 
"Mary" that had been found in a 
river several hundred years 
ago (evidently someone had 
made this statue and then 
tossed it into the river as rub-
bish).  The entire Cathedral 
was built near the site of this 
image on account of this event.  
Inside the Cathedral, the image 
had an honored place.  Mem-
bers of the Catholic Church 
there had placed on its head a 
crown and a robe.  There was 
a security guard near the im-
age to protect it. 

The whole scene reminded me 
of the words of the Old Testa-
ment prophets as they exposed 
the folly of idolatry.  Habakkuk 
wrote, "Woe unto him that saith 
to the wood, Awake; to the 
dumb stone, Arise, it shall 
teach! Behold, it is laid over 
with gold and silver, and there 
is no breath at all in the midst 
of it" (Habakkuk 2:19).  Isaiah 
said, "They that make a graven 
image are all of them vanity; 
and their delectable things shall 
not profit; and they are their 
own witnesses; they see not, 
nor know; that they may be 
ashamed  And none con-
sidereth in his heart, neither is 
there knowledge nor under-
standing to say, I have burned 

part of it in the fire; yea, also I 
have baked bread upon the 
coals thereof; I have roasted 
flesh, and eaten it: and shall I 
make the residue thereof an 
abomination? shall I fall down 
to the stock of a tree?" (Isaiah 
44:9-19). 

There are also those who seek 
to defend such practices.  They 
suggest that they are not actu-
ally worshipping these things, 
merely "venerating" them.  In-

deed, the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church states regard-
ing these idols: 

The Christian veneration of 
images is not contrary to 
the first commandment 
which proscribes idols. In-
deed, "the honor rendered 
to an image passes to its 
prototype," and "whoever 
venerates an image vener-
ates the person portrayed 
in it."  The honor paid to 
sacred images is a 
"respectful veneration," not 
the adoration due to God 
alone  Religious worship 
is not directed to images in 
themselves, considered as 

mere things, but under their 
distinctive aspect as im-
ages leading us on to God 
incarnate. The movement 
toward the image does not 
terminate in it as image, but 
tends toward that whose 
image it is. 

Evidently the Catholics need to 
learn the second command-
ment because that one states, 
"Thou shalt not make unto thee 
any graven image, or any like-
ness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth."  And 
they also need to learn the sec-
ond part of the second com-
mandment because that states, 
"Thou shalt not bow down thy-
self to them, nor serve them: 
for I the LORD thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth gen-
eration of them that hate 
me" (Exodus 20:4-5).  Did God 
say, "except if your worship is 
REALLY directed toward me?"  
Did God say, "except if the im-
age is of me and you're not 
really worshipping it in your 
own heart?"  Did God say, 
"except if your worship doesn't 
terminate in the image?"  In 
fact, he said just the opposite in 
Isaiah 42:8, "I am the LORD: 
that is my name: and my glory 
will I not give to another, nei-
ther my praise to graven im-
ages."  God does not give His 
glory to graven images, ever! 

What did the prophets say?  
Hear Isaiah: "They that make a 



graven image are all of 
them vanity" (Isaiah 
44:9a).  All graven im-
ages are VANITY!  
"Who hath formed a 
god, or molten a graven 
image that is profitable 
for nothing?" (Isaiah 
44:10)  All graven im-
ages are profitable FOR 
NOTHING!  Hear what 
Jeremiah has to say, 
"Every man is brutish in 
his knowledge: every 
founder is confounded 
by the graven image: for 
his molten image is 
falsehood, and there is 
no breath in them 
(Jeremiah 10:14 and 
51:17).  They are false-
hoods!  Hear Habakkuk, 
"What profiteth the 
graven image that the 
maker thereof hath 
graven it; the molten 
image, and a teacher of 
lies, that the maker of 
his work trusteth therein, 
to make dumb 
idols?" (Habakkuk 2:18).  
They are no profit; they 
are teachers of lies.  
What does Paul say?  
" we know that an idol 
is nothing in the world, 
and that there is none 
other God but one" (1 
Corinthians 8:4).  They 
are nothing!  There is 

only ONE God.  The 
plain teaching of scrip-
ture utterly refutes the 
Catholic rationalization 
for having "images." 

So why have graven 
images at all?  There 
can only be one reason.  
To satisfy the fleshly 
desire to have some-
thing that one can see 
and touch.  This is ex-
actly what the people of 
Israel desired after they 
came out of Egypt.  
When Moses was up in 
the mountain for forty 
days, Aaron made a 
golden calf.  Exodus 
32:4-5 state, "And he 
received [the gold] at 
their hand, and fash-
ioned it with a graving 
tool, after he had made 
it a molten calf: and they 
said, These be thy gods, 
O Israel, which brought 
thee up out of the land 
of Egypt.  And when 
Aaron saw it, he built an 
altar before it; and 
Aaron made proclama-
tion, and said, Tomor-
row is a feast to the 
LORD."  Aaron made an 
idol.  He proclaimed that 
idol the gods that 
brought them out of 
Egypt.  He then said that 
the next day there would 

be a feast to the LORD.  
Aaron did exactly what 
the Catholics claim to do 
today.  He made an idol 
and then proposed to 
worship God through the 
idol.  But what did God 
say about this?  God 
said that they had cor-
rupted themselves 
(Exodus 32:7) and that 
they had turned aside 
from the commandment 
(Exodus 32:8).  It was 
sinful then and it is sinful 
now. 

In next week s article we 
will look at other forms 
of idolatry.  The sin of 
idolatry isn t limited to 
carved images.  There 
are many other things 
that we can place as 
idols in our hearts. 
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Hear, O Israel: The 
LORD our God is one 
LORD:  And thou 
shalt love the LORD 
thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy 
might.  

(Deuteronomy 6:4-5). 




