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IMPORTANT
INFO

We are thankful
to God for this
new Lord’s Day.

It is the day we
honor His Son and
the Love that He
has shown us
through Him. Let
us worship in spirit
and in truth!

Phone:
870-423-3068

E-mail:
bvcoc@alltel.net

Address: 909
West Trimble,
Berryville AR
72616

We are located
across highway 62
from Pizza Hut.

Munchausen’s Syndrome

H ave you ever heard of
the Baron Karl Frie-

drich Hieronymus Freiherr
von Miinchhausen? He was a
German army cavalry officer
who was born in Boden-
werder (Germany) and lived
from 1720-1797, but so far as
we know, he never accom-
plished any great or notable
feat worthy of historical fame.
So why is the good Baron
famous? Not for what he did,
but for what he didn't do.
You see, Baron Miinchhausen
was a story teller; after he
returned home from war he
told his town the most fantas-
tic stories that any had ever
been imagined such as riding
cannon balls and flying to the
moon. His name was com-
mandeered in 1785 and
placed upon a collection of
tall tales loosely based on his
stories written by a man
named Rudolf Eric Raspe and
published in London. Many
assumed the tales to be per-
petrated by the Baron and his
reputation for telling "the
whopper" just became more
grandiose. Today, the most
famous use of his name oc-
curs in the field of medicine.
Munchausen's Syndrome is
the name given to individuals
who lie about and fake medi-
cal symptoms merely to gain
medical attention. It's today

classified as a mental disor-
der.

Do we want to stay sick? |
was sick this past week with
some kind of a virus. | don't
know if it was the flu or
something else, but there was
one thing | knew; | didn't
really WANT to be sick!
However, people who have
Munchausen's Syndrome not

only want to be sick, but, and
as odd as it sounds, they like
being sick. These people
aren't sick (physically), but
they want to be sick in order
to get attention from some-
one else. The truth of the
matter is that it is NOT good
to be sick and society recog-
nizes that people who
WANT to be sick and who
will lie and fake illnesses in
order to be perceived as be-
ing sick have a mental prob-
lem.

Spiritually speaking, there are

many people today who want
to be sick. They want to be
sick so that they can get at-
tention from God. They
think that if they stay sick,
that God will keep on healing
them. This is why Paul asked
the question that he asked in
Romans 6:1, "What shall we
say then? Shall we continue in
sin, that grace may abound?"
The answer is in verse 2:
"God forbid. How shall we,
that are dead to sin, live any
longer therein?" The very
idea of embracing the very
thing that separated us from
God to begin with simply
because we believe that it will
merit more of God's grace is
repugnant. Yet there are
many, some knowingly and
some unknowingly, who cling
to this belief. They may sin
during the week and then say,
"Oh, | go to confession on
Sunday"” or they may say that
they will repent Sunday
morning only to turn around
the next week and commit
the same sins again. Some
operate under the delusion of
once saved always saved
thinking that they can sin be-
cause they can't do anything
to lose their salvation. Such
false doctrines are contrary
to the plain teaching of scrip-

ture.
(Continued on page 2)
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“It isthose who

deliberately and

willfully continue
to practice sin
that are of the

devil ”’
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AM SermonN........cccoevvvevesrsnenennn, What happened at the Pool of Bethesda?
SCripture REAAING ...c.cvvieiiicestee s John 5:1-17
PM SEIMON ..ot Singing Night!
SCHPLUrE REAING .. TBA
SUNAAY ClASS ... s The Book of Matthew
Wednesday Class .........ccovvvreernnniesniesserssennn, Minor Prophets: Zecheriah

Ladies Bible Class..............
Nursing Home Bible Study

Munchausen’s. . . (cont.)

(Continued from page 1)
Consider Hebrews 10:26-
27; it says, "For if we sin
wilfully after that we have
received the knowledge of
the truth, there remaineth
no more sacrifice for sins,
But a certain fearful looking
for of judgment and fiery
indignation, which shall
devour the adversaries."
Those who sin willfully no
longer have the benefit of
the blood of Christ and can
expect God's wrath and
judgment. John also writes
in 1 John 3:8a "Whoever
makes a practice of sinning
is of the devil, for the devil
has been sinning from the
beginning” (ESV). Itis
those who deliberately and
willfully continue to prac-

tice sin that are of the devil.

God doesn't want us to be
sick with sin. God doesn't
want us to persist in the
sickness of sin. God wants
us to be cured from the
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sickness of sin. We can be
cured from sin sickness if
we trust in God's word and
stop practicing sin. God
expects us to repent of our
sins; that means we have to
change our life and stop
practicing sin. That doesn't
mean that we will be per-
fect; but we don't have to
be perfect to stop making
sin a regular deliberate and
purposeful habit. Good
medical doctor's who learn
that someone has Mun-
chausen's Syndrome will
refuse to give them treat-
ment. So also God will not
treat those who persist in
sin under the delusion that
He will forgive them re-
gardless of how they be-
have and act.

Kevin Cauley

The Book of 1 Timothy
The Book of Luke

Jesus’ Promise

LR

Jesus has never promised,
We'd have an easy load,

If we follow in His footsteps

Upon that narrow road.

There will be trials of every kind,
Temptations we will know.
But He'll be there to help us,

In every way we go.

And we have His example,

When Satan tempted so,

He answered "It iswritten".
That's al we need to know.

The word our God has given,

Will teach us what to say,

Well not be overcome by sin,

If we let it guide our way.

--WilmaMorris

OXR
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Kevin’s Korner

D id we have a great rain
yesterday or what? |
was so thankful Saturday morn-
ing when | woke up to hear the
pitter patting sound of rain fall.
It was a beautiful sound indeed.
We certainly needed such a
rain and let us be thankful to
the Lord who has blessed us
with this and with all blessings
and for His people, every spiri-
tual blessing that is in Christ
(Ephesians 1:4)!

This past Monday | spent most
of the day cleaning out the ga-
rage in preparation for the up-
coming work to be done on the
house. Since it rained yester-
day and since Bruce hurt his
back again, we decided that it
would be best not to start the
work yesterday. | still have a
bit of cleaning up in there to do
anyway and I'm sure that Bruce
wouldn’t mind me doing that
before he gets started!

As | mentioned in the lead arti-
cle, I had a touch of the flu, |

believe it was, this past Tues-
day. Things were just flowing
right through from top to bot-
tom and it wasn’t very conven-
ient to get out. Anyway, things
got much better by Wednesday
and | was at least able to come
into the office and work a bit
and by Wednesday night things
seemed much better.

As many of you already know,
there was a terrible car acci-
dent in Eureka Springs last
week in which a six month old
baby was killed and four other
children were injured. The
mother was also injured and
she remains in a coma. Three
of the children were treated
and released, but one other was
seriously injured and still in the
hospital in Springfield. This
little girl is named Aurora and
sheisastudent in Charlie’s
class at school. Charlie told me
about her this past week and
we decided to go visit her this
past Friday evening. We cau-
tioned Charlie that Aurora had

been injured and that she
couldn’t talk or move very well
(she sustained a head injury).
So when we arrived, we bought
her a balloon and Charlie gave
it to her when we got to her
room. Upon seeing Charlie she
redly “lit up.” It was obvious
that she knew exactly who
Charlie was and that she was
glad that he had come to visit
her. When Charlie gave her
the balloon, she said her first
word since her injury, “thanks.”
It was a very special moment
and Auroras grandmother was
excited that Charlie’s visit af-
fected her in a positive way.
We talked with Aurora a bit
and her family members there
and then left. The accident was
sad and tragic, but we are
thankful that Aurora is doing
well and appears to be improv-
ing. She will be moved to the
Children’s Hogpitd in Little
Rock this week. Please con-
tinue to keep this family in your
prayers.
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