
But why should we be?  God 
doesn't play by the numbers.  
With Gideon he took a mere 
300 men and destroyed an 
army of thousands.  God 
populated the world by just 
two people and then repopu-
lated it again with eight.  
What about Noah's record?  
He failed to keep pace with 
the population gain of the 
entire world not just for a 
few short years, but for 100!  
Yet, when all was said and 
done, he and his family WERE 
the population! 
The article also asked the 
question "Why?"  Some 
speculated, but offered no 
real answers.  No doubt part 
of the answer is that we've 
begun to trust in numbers 
instead of trusting in God.  
When we place our trust in 
the numbers are we not 
guilty of the same sin as 
David?  If we are, then we 
need to repent and change 
our ways.  Regardless of what 
the numbers say, our job is to 
put our faith in God because 
after all is said and done, it is 
God that gives the increase (1 
Corinthians 3:7, Colossians 
2:19).  God doesn't need our 
numbers to accomplish His 
will; God doesn't need us to 
keep up with the population 
growth; God doesn't need us 
to understand why we have-
n't.  What God demands is 
that we stay faithful to Him 
no matter what (Revelation 
2:10). 
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W e live in a very analyti-
cal society that is con-

cerned with the constant 
association of numbers and 
success.  Businesses mull over 
sales quotas and production 
numbers like cows ruminate 
cud.  When our elected offi-
cials talk about the budget, 
we want to know the num-
bers.  Even in matters of 
opinion we want to know 
what the polls say.  There is 
even a television show now 
called "NUMB3RS" in which a 
mathematician uses equations 
to solve crimes.  Our general 
philosophy seems to be, "If 
the numbers are up, life is 
good.  If the numbers are 
down, then something's got 
to change!" 
Numbers also play a role in 
the scriptures.  The number 
40, for example, occurs sev-
eral times.  There were 40 
days and nights of rain in the 
flood (Genesis 7:4, 12).  
Moses was in Mount Sinai for 
40 days and nights (Exodus 
24:18).  Jesus fasted for the 
same period of time 
(Matthew 4:2) and there are 
many other examples. 
There were also certain spe-
cific times in which God was 
directly concerned with num-
bers.  One such instance was 
when the children of Israel 
were coming out of the land 
of Egypt.  The book of Num-
bers begins with this state-
ment, "Take ye the sum of all 
the congregation of the chil-
dren of Israel, after their 
families, by the house of their 
fathers, with the number of 

their names, every male by 
their polls; From twenty 
years old and upward, all that 
are able to go forth to war in 
Israel: thou and Aaron shall 
number them by their ar-
mies."  Exodus 30:12 tells us 
that at least one reason for 
this was so each man could 
pay a ransom for his redemp-
tion out of Egypt.  God had 
his reasons. 
There was another time, 
however, when God was 
displeased with man's con-
cern for numbers.  During 
David's reign, he commanded 
Joab to number the people (2 
Samuel 24 and 1 Chronicles 
21).  While God never states 
a specific reason as to why 
He is displeased, even Joab 
seems to know; he tells David 
that God would ensure that 
Israel was multiplied (2 Sam-
uel 24:3, 1 Chronicles 21:3).  
From Joab's counsel as well 
as from a comment in 1 
Chronicles 27:23 it appears 
that David's desire was to 
trust in the numbers instead 
of trusting in God.  After the 
census was completed, David 
acknowledged his sin, but the 
children of Israel were pun-
ished with a plague; 70,000 
died as a result of David's 
lack of faith. 
Where do we place our faith?  
In a recent article in the 
"Christian Chronicle," it was 
stated that the churches of 
Christ have failed to keep 
pace with the population 
growth in the United States.  
I'm sure that there will be 
some who will be alarmed.  

Do Numbers Matter  To God? 

WELCOME! TO THE 

BERRYVILLE CHURCH 

OF CHRIST 
F E B R U A R Y 5 T H 2 0 0 6 V O L U M E 5 , I S S U E 6 

I M P O RT A N T 

I N F O 

We are thankful 

to God for this 

new Lord s Day.  

It is the day we 

honor His Son and 

the Love that He 

has shown us 

through Him.  Let 

us worship in spirit 

and in truth! 

Phone:  

870-423-3068 

E-mail: 

bvcoc@alltel.net 

Address: 909 

West Trimble, 

Berryville AR 

72616 

We are located 

across highway 62 

from Pizza Hut. 



P A G E 2 

What ought to 

infuriate the decent 

people of America is 

that there are men and 

women losing their jobs 

because some 

fornicators don't want 

to live with the 

consequences of their 

actions.

 

Kevin s Korner Culture Wars 

Bible Studies for the Week of February 5th, 2006 

problems for Wal-Mart in 
the state of Massachusetts 
where three women, 
backed by pro-abortion 
political groups have filed 
suit because Wal-Mart did 
not stock the morning after 
pill on their shelves.  What 
ought to infuriate the de-
cent people of America is 
that there are men and 
women losing their jobs 
because some fornicators 
don't want to live with the 
consequences of their ac-
tions.  The liberal politicians 
among us that support such 
nonsense claim that they 
are only looking out for the 
"freedom" of various indi-
viduals.  But that is a hypo-
critical claim because while 
they are defending the al-
leged "freedom" of some, 
they are taking away the 
legitimate freedoms of oth-
ers (like the right to work 
and the right to hold a be-
lief-system) and using our 

tax dollars to so accomplish 
it. 

This past week Samuel 
Alito was confirmed by the 
Senate to the Supreme 
Court of the U.S., no 
thanks to Arkansas' Sena-
tors who voted against his 
confirmation.  The now 
Justice Alito is supposed to 
bring a more conservative 
voice to the court to stem 
much of the judicial activ-
ism that is occurring in the 
country under the more 
liberal judges that were 
appointed by Bill Clinton.  
We all ought to pray for 
Justice Alito, as well as the 
rest of the Supreme Court, 
that they would make good 
decisions in an effort to 
restore righteousness to 
our nation. 

Another item making news 
is the crowning of a new 
Miss America.  The woman 
recently became a member 

O ccasionally, instead of 
writing about my 

week s activities, I write 
about current events.  This 
past week was actually an 
interesting week for our 
culture and having looked 
at several news stories I 
came up with many items 
of which you may or may 
not have been aware.  
Happy reading! 

The "morning after pill," as 
it is so called, is continuing 
to wreak havoc across our 
country among our nation's 
pharmacists.  In the state of 
Illinois it is law that Phar-
macists must stock this 
method of abortion.  Some 
pharmacists that work with 
Walgreen's asked the com-
pany to accommodate their 
religious beliefs and find a 
way whereby they would 
not be obligated to dis-
pense this pill.  They were 
summarily fired from their 
jobs.  The pill is also causing 

B E R R Y V I L L E B I B L E B E A C O N 

AM Sermon.....................What Happened at the Pool of Bethesda? (part 2) 
Scripture Reading .................................................................................John 5:1-17 
PM Sermon ................................................................. It Is Well With My Soul

 
Scripture Reading ............................................................................... 3 John 1:1-4 
Sunday Class ......................................................................The Book of Matthew 
Wednesday Class .......................................................... Minor Prophets: Haggai 
Ladies Bible Class .......................................................... The Book of 1 Timothy 
Nursing Home Bible Study.................................................... The Book of Luke 
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Exodus 23:8 states, "And thou 
shalt take no bribe: for a bribe 
blindeth them that have sight, 
and perverteth the words of 
the righteous."  We should call 
upon our elected officials to do 
everything in their power to 
prevent such things from occur-
ring and to punish those who 
were involved. 

The homosexual movie 
"Brokeback Mountain" has gar-
nered much praise and adora-
tion from Hollywood and other 
movie critics.  Most recently it 
received eight Oscar nomina-
tions.  Such acclaims are, no 
doubt, because of the movie's 
glamorous depiction of homo-
sexuality.  Hollywood has often 
used film propaganda to further 
the agenda of liberalism in this 
country.  So this film should 
come as no surprise.  Those, 
however, who hold to the mes-
sage of the scriptures regarding 
homosexuality will not be 
fooled as they know that not 
only those who practice such 
things are worthy of death, but 

also those who approve of 
them (Romans 1:32). 

In President Bush's State of the 
Union Address this past Tues-
day, he made reference, among 
other things, to the Muslim 
religion as a "noble faith."  This 
past Thursday, Muslim's world-
wide were outraged at a depic-
tion of their "prophet" Muham-
mad in Danish, French, and 
German newspapers, so much 
so that protesters in Gaza 
raided the European Union's 
offices and threatened western 
officials with death!  Noble re-
ligion?  Hardly.  It does illus-
trate, however, one of the main 
differences in true Christianity 
verses the Muslim religion.  
Christians are commanded to 
love their enemies whereas 
Muslims, evidently, believe in 
destroying them through vio-
lence, hardly the actions of a 
noble faith.
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of a church of Christ in Okla-
homa.  Nevertheless, she has 
paraded around in her swim 
suit on national television in 
order to gain her crown.  Such 
shameless behavior ought to 
make someone blush, but the 
Christian Chronicle, a self 
styled newspaper for the 
churches of Christ operated by 
the liberal Oklahoma Christian 
University, is acting as if this is a 
glorious achievement for the 
body of Christ.  The truth of 
the matter is that it is a shame 
for a woman to so behave.  
Why won't the Christian 
Chronicle come out and say 
just that?  It makes one wonder 
if they aren't as puffed up as the 
church at Corinth was (see 1 
Corinthians 5:2). 

Not too many weeks ago, Jack 
Abramoff plead guilty to 
"influence peddling" (bribery) 
among our nations congres-
sional officials.  Such actions are 
truly shameful and ought not to 
be.  The Bible clearly teaches 
against officials accepting bribes.  

Culture Wars cont. 

Christians are 

commanded to 

love their 

enemies whereas 

Muslims, 

evidently, believe 

in destroying 

them through 

violence .

 
Sunday Bible Class........................................................................................56 
Sunday AM Worship ...................................................................................63 
Sunday PM Worship ....................................................................................48 
Wednesday Night Study .............................................................................49 
Contribution..................................................................................... $1330.31 
Budget ................................................................................................ $1743.39 




