
denominational world identi-
fies this body as all of the 
denominations.  However, 
this is not how the Bible iden-
tifies Christ's body.  The Bible 
teaches that the one body of 
Christ isn't divided into de-
nominations (1 Corinthians 
1:10-13), but united under a 
single doctrine (Ephesians 
4:1-6) and that Christ expects 
his church to have unity 
based upon this doctrine 
(John 17:20-23).  That's not 
the picture of the church that 
we find in the denominational 
world today.  Denomination-
alism teaches that one may 
believe any of various differ-
ent doctrines so long as one 
doesn't condemn any other 
denomination.  Such a picture 
of the church is foreign to the 
teaching of scripture which 
demands like-mindedness in 
doctrinal matters (Philippians 
2:2).  Thus, because churches 
of Christ teach that denomi-
nationalism is sinful, divisive, 
and aberrant to the New 
Testament's teaching regard-
ing the nature of the church, 
denominationalists can only 
respond with the accusation 
that we must be a cult re-
gardless of what our practices 
are.  In essence, what they 
have done is defined the 
word cult to mean anything 

(Continued on page 2) 

T his past Wednesday 
night in the high school 

class, one of our astute and 
observant high school stu-
dents asked me why some 
are calling us a cult.  After the 
death of Matthew Winkler, 
there were several in the 
media who were seeking to 
analyze the situation.  One 

Nancy Grace on CNN invited 
a Baptist pastor to come 
and answer some questions.  
During this interview, the 
pastor said that the church 

of Christ was a cult like relig-
ion.  While he didn't come 
out and call us an outright 
cult, there are others who 
do.  Why do some refer to 
the churches of Christ as a 
cult? 

First, there has been some 
confusion between the 
churches of Christ and the 
International Churches of 
Christ which is the former 
Boston Movement, a.k.a. 
Crossroads Movement.  
While the ICOC had its ori-
gins among churches of 
Christ, their practices were 
not consistent with what we 
practice and they rapidly be-
came identified as a separate 
religions group.  Some of 
their practices included a one 
man leader type system in a 
hierarchical pyramid style 
organization.  They also held 

to the practice of prayer 
partners where one would 
confess sins to a higher 
Christian.  These confessions 
would then be used to ma-
nipulate the lower Chris-
tian into the correct behav-
ior.  With such mind manipu-
lation techniques and a single 
charismatic leader many cor-
rectly identified them as a 
cult.  Unfortunately, the dis-
tinction between the ICOC 
and the mainline churches 
of Christ was not so clear in 
the minds of observers.  One 
government document in the 
90s identified the Church of 
Christ as the most rapidly 
growing cult in the United 
States.  In that same docu-
ment there was a footnote 
that identified churches of 
Christ as the ICOC or Bos-
ton Movement, but this was 
not commonly understood.  
This failure to understand the 
difference between these two 
bodies has contributed largely 
to the confusion that many 
today have. 

Second, many in the denomi-
national world consider us a 
cult because of our teaching 
regarding the one nature of 
the church.  The Bible clearly 
teaches that there is one 
body (Ephesians 4:4) and that 
that one body is the church 
(Ephesians 1:22-23).  The 
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In essence, they label 

us a cult because they 

can't refute what is 

plainly taught in the 

scriptures and what we 

believe.
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Bible Studies for the Week of April 30th, 2006 

believed!  There is no ef-
fort to deal with the actual 
issue of what the Bible 
plainly teaches.  In essence, 
they label us a cult because 
they can't refute what is 
plainly taught in the scrip-
tures and what we believe. 

It is sad that denomina-
tional leaders and people 
outside of the church will 
blindly accept such accusa-
tions and criticisms without 
investigation, but that is 
exactly what occurs.  The 
Lord's church has experi-
enced such criticism since 
its inception (Acts 24:5, 
28:22).  Even Jesus was 
accused unjustly (Matthew 
9:34).  We, however, as the 
church, ought not to let 
such unwarranted criticisms 
move us away from the 
truth of the scriptures; we 
have truth and it sets us 
free from the shackles of 
denominational teaching 
and practices, which prac-

tices are rapidly leading the 
denominations into the 
acceptance of immorality in 
our day and age.  The 
church of Christ is not a 
cult regardless what others 
say.  Let us continue to 
hold fast to the truths of 
scripture regarding the na-
ture of the church, the plan 
of salvation, and religious 
practices that are pleasing 
to God and not man 
(Galatians 1:10). 

Kevin Cauley 

other than acceptance of 
the denominational world, 
a definition of convenience 
at best. 

Finally, because the 
churches of Christ teach 
the necessity of baptism 
prior to salvation, denomi-
nationalists level the accu-
sation of cult against us.  
It doesn't matter to them 
that the Bible itself teaches 
the necessity of baptism 
prior to salvation in such 
passages as Mark 16:15, 
Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16, Ro-
mans 6:1-11, Galatians 
3:27-29, Colossians 2:11-13 
and 1 Peter 3:21.  So in 
essence, this is the classical 
logical fallacy of argumen-
tum ad hominem (attack 
the man or in this case, the 
church).  In essence the 
argument is, Don't believe 
that baptism is necessary 
for salvation because they 
are a cult and cults can't be 

(Continued from page 1) 

B E R R Y V I L L E B I B L E B E A C O N 

AM Sermon...................................................................... Personal Responsibility 
Scripture Reading ............................................................... Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-24 
PM Sermon .................................................Two Priests in the Land of Israel 
Scripture Reading ........................................................................... Judges 2:16-19 
Sunday Class ......................................................................The Book of Matthew 
Wednesday Class .................................................... Minor Prophets: Zechariah 
Ladies Bible Class .......................................................... The Book of 2 Timothy 
Nursing Home Bible Study.................................................... The Book of Luke 

For the time will come 
when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after 
their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teach-
ers, having itching ears; 
4  And they shall turn 
away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned 
unto fables (2 Timothy 
4:3-4). 
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intimidating to me.  The ranger 
then explained that these were 
indicators that the water was 
clean, which is what he wanted 
to see.  The kids really enjoyed 
splashing in the creek and look-
ing for bugs, but then again, 
what kid wouldn't enjoy that?  
After we were finished there, 
we went to the Lost Valley area 
where we had lunch.  We were 
fortunate that the weather was 
not that bad down that way.  It 
sprinkled on us a couple of 
times, but we never got soaked.  
In the afternoon, we hiked up 
Lost Valley to the collapsed 
cave which was very enjoyable.  
The teacher allowed Austin and 
I to return on our own, so, 
since we had our fishing poles 
with us, we got our line wet a 
little in the Buffalo and then on 
the way back in the Kings River 
a tad.  We didn't catch anything.  
The rains finally caught up with 
us and we retreated to the car 
and made our way back home. 

I am most excited right now 
about a new personal evangel-
ism tool that I believe is going 
to do a lot of good for the king-

dom of God.  It is titled 
Searching for Truth and was 

produced by World Video Bible 
School.  The DVD basically is a 
home Bible study but presented 
in a high quality way.  It was 
made in the tradition of many 
of our classic film strips, but 
with a modern flair.  The DVD 
is composed of six Bible study 
lessons.  The first two are in-
tended to get the viewers at-
tention so that they will start 
thinking about spiritual matters.  
The next four are then de-
signed to teach a person every-
thing that he needs to know in 
order to become a Christian.  
I ll be writing more about this. 

Now, don't forget that we have 
Family and Friends day coming 
up in just a little over a month.  
Our VBS is June 21st-23rd and 
finally, we have a lectureship at 
the end of July that we will be 
preparing for.  Please be sure to 
put these events on your calen-
dar so that you can be present 
for them.  These are going to 
be great spiritual highlights of 
our year and you won't want to 
miss them. 

T he storm that came 
through this past Monday 

had some seriously high winds 
in it.  So high, in fact, that one 
of the major branches in our 
front yard maple tree broke out 
and came crashing down in the 
driveway.  We were very fortu-
nate that it didn't land on the 
car.  In between rain showers, I 
got out and drug the branches 
out of the driveway so that we 
could get the car out.  This past 
Thursday I was able to borrow 
a chain saw from a neighbor 
and clean up a bit.  The boys 
enjoyed burning some of the 
wood in the back yard fire pit 
that we have. 

This past Friday, Austin's class 
had a field trip to the Buffalo 
National River, so I tagged 
along as one of the parent chap-
erons.  There were two activi-
ties that the rangers had 
planned for us.  The first was to 
look for macro invertebrates 
(bugs) in a couple of the creeks 
that run into the Buffalo near 
the Ponca bridge.  The class 
found several different kinds 
some of which looked rather 

Kevin s Korner 

The rains 

finally caught 

up with us and 

we retreated 

to the car and 

made our way 

back home.
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