WELGOVE! TO THE
BERRYM LLE CHURCH

OF CHRIST

IMPORTANT
INFO

Welcome to our
fifth annual family
and friends day.
You are our hon-
ored guests!

We are thankful
to God for this
new Lord’s Day.
Itis the day we
honor His Son and
the Love that He
has shown us
through Him. Let
us worship in spirit
and in truth!

Phone:
870-423-3068

E-mail:
bvcoc@alltel.net

Address: 909
West Trimble,
Berryville AR
72616

We are located
across highway 62
from Pizza Hut.
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Family and Friends—What Are They?

T oday is our fifth annual
Family and Friends day

at the Berryville church of
Christ. We're glad you're
here, whether you be family
or friend! The Bible tells us
both what is a family and
what is a friend. | hope that
you will take the time to
study some of these things
this week and consider God's
revelation regarding these
roles.

What is a family? In the be-
ginning God defined for us
what constitutes a family.

We read in Genesis 2:21-24,
“And the LORD God caused
a deep sleep to fall upon
Adam, and he slept: and he
took one of his ribs, and
closed up the flesh instead
thereof; And the rib, which
the LORD God had taken
from man, made he a woman,
and brought her unto the
man. And Adam said, This is
now bone of my bones, and
flesh of my flesh: she shall be
called Woman, because she
was taken out of Man.
Therefore shall a man leave
his father and his mother, and
shall cleave unto his wife: and
they shall be one flesh.” At
the minimum, a family is a
husband and a wife. Into such
a union children may then be
born or adopted and extend
the family. Eventually, how-
ever, the children will grow

up and move out creating
their own families. This then
becomes the extended family.
However it all ought to begin
with one man and one
woman.

There is an ongoing effort in
our world today to redefine
what we know as the family.
We are told that a family can
be anyone or anything that
one loves. There are efforts
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to have same sex families.
There are efforts to have
families composed of man and
beast. There are efforts to
have families composed of
multiple wives or husbands,
or both! All of these efforts
to redefine what God has
defined as a family fail to
meet God's standard. God
created the family to be com-
posed of one man and one
woman and that is God's
ideal. We ought not then
apologize to the many who
do not meet this standard if
we are to speak as the ora-

cles of God (1 Peter 4:11).
Instead, let us glorify God for
His great wisdom that He has
given regarding the family and
live according to His will in
that regard. God's way is
always the best way.

What is a friend? Proverbs
17:17 declares, “A friend
loves at dl times...” A friend
is someone who is there
through thick and thin. He is
someone who never gives up.
He is someone upon whom
you can always depend. A
friend loves you whether you
love him or not. There is not
going to be a circumstance in
which he will stop loving.
That's a true friend. Jesus
sad in bhn 15:13, “Greater
love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life
for hisfriends.” Thisisthe
ultimate sacrifice that a friend
will make for another friend
to show the greatness of his
love.

The world has also sought to
redefine the term friend.
Today, many define a friend
as someone who always en-
courages me to do what |
want regardless of the conse-
quences. Many consider
someone their friend only if
he supports all of their
choices and decisions
whether right or wrong. The
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Bible, however, tells us a
different story regarding
friendship. Proverbs 27:6
says, “Faithful are the
wounds of a friend; but the
kisses of an enemy are de-
ceitful.” Those who would
encourage us regardless of
our choices are no true
friends.

“Family or friend,
God has given us

instruction on what

he expects out of

these roles in our

lives.”
Some may also define
friendship in terms of what
another can purchase. In
other words, one will be
another's friend so long as
the gravy train doesn't run
out. Such “friendship” isn't
based upon loyalty or love,

Ladies Bible Class ...
Nursing Home Bible Study

but upon selfishness and
covetousness. The Bible
says, “...every manisa
friend to him that giveth
gfts’ (Proverbs 19:6). If
every man is our friend,
then we've really made no
true friends at all. Our soci-
ety today needs true
friends, not the fickle favor
of feckless frolickers. We
need friends like are dis-
cussed in Proverbs 27:17
“Iron sharpeneth iron; so a
man sharpeneth the coun-
tenance of his friend.”
Friends ought to love us
when we truly need to be
loved, question us when we
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AM SEIMON......oiiririrsee e The Second Command
Scripture ReadiNG ......covvevviieeieee s Matthew 22:36-40
PM SEIMON ... Lessons from the Life of Judas
Scripture REAAING .....cvucvviiicise e Matthew 26:14-16
SUNAAY ClASS ... s The Book of Matthew
Wednesday Class .........ccovvvreernnniesniesserssennn, Minor Prophets: Zechariah

Adjourned for Summer
....... The Book of Luke

Family and Friends (cont.)

need to be questioned, and
correct us when we need
to be corrected whether
we want them to or not.

Family or friend, God has
given us instruction on
what he expects out of
these roles in our lives. Let
us learn what God wants us
to know and believe and
make the appropriate appli-
cation. rsussad, “Ye are
my friends, if ye do whatso-
ever | command you” (bhn
15:14). May God bless you
as you seek to know and
do His will.

Kevin Cauley

2006 VBS—King of Kings
June 21st-23rd at the Berryville church of Christ
7:00—8:30 each evening
Classesfor al ages, infant through adult.
Won’t you join us for fun and learning?
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Kevin’s Korner—Culture Wars

his week, the Senate is

scheduled to vote on the
Federal Marriage Amendment.
This is a U.S. constitutional
amendment that has been pro-
posed to limit the definition of
marriage to one man and one
woman in our country. You
probably haven't heard a lot
about this in the mainstream
media. Slowly, however, judges
across the nation have been
eroding away at the work done
to define marriage at the state
level. The rationale held by
these judges is that a limit on
marriage to one man and one
woman violates the U.S. consti-
tution. This is why an amend-
ment to the U.S. constitution is
needed. An amendment would
place this matter at the highest
level of law in our country and
could not be easily undone by
those who are seeking to pro-
mote both homosexual and
polygamous marriages. Both of
Arkansas' Senators are democ-
rats and so they need to hear
our voice. Let's send them this
message prior to the vote. You
may reach the offices of Sena-

tor Blanche Lincoln at (202)
224-4843. You may reach the
offices of Senator Mark Pryor at
(202) 224-2353.

The Clinton appointed 9th cir-
cuit court in California has re-
cently made a controversial
decision to allow religion in
public schools. A program at
the Byron Union School Dis-
trict taught students how to
"become Muslims" and included
lessons requiring students to
memorize the Koran, pray Mus-
lim prayers, and complete the
Muslim "five pillars of faith."
What is amazing about this case
is that the 9th circuit court has
consistently rejected any kind
of reference to God or Christi-
anity in public areas such as the
controversial "pledge of alle-
giance" case in which an atheist
sued the schools claiming that
the pledge was unconstitutional.
Fortunately, the Supreme
Court rejected their decision in
that case. Where is the consis-
tency of the rule of law in this
court? There is none, which is
exactly where liberal politics
takes you. Make no mistake,

liberal politics isn't about the
rule of law; it's about the ad-

vancement of the liberal agenda,

whatever that happens to be on
any given day.

The Germans appear to be tak-
ing sex to a whole new level.
The World Cup series of soc-
cer games is coming to Ger-
many where prostitution is le-
gal. Germans have been re-
cruiting young woman from all
over Europe to "work" in this
industry during the World Cup
series which runs from June 9th
through July 9th. Most World
Cup fans are men and the pros-
titution industry in Germany
has received full support from
its government to recruit young
women for this event. Stadi-
ums will be equipped with spe-
cial booths that contain con-
doms and showers for those
who wish to purchase the
wares anonymously. It is esti-
mated that over 40,000 women
will be trafficked for this event.
And the Germans like to lec-
ture us on morality?
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“And thisisthe
condemnation,
that light is
come into the
world, and men
loved darkness
rather than
light, because
their deeds were

evil.” (bhn 3:19)







