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We are thankful
to God for this
new Lord’s Day.

It is the day we
honor His Son and
the Love that He
has shown us
through Him. Let
us worship in spirit
and in truth!
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The Wrath of God

I n our politically correct
society it is not accepted
to talk about a God that will
destroy people for the sins
that they commit. The world
frowns on the idea of anger,
vengeance, and righteous
indignation. Yet, while the
world doesn't like these con-
cepts, the Bible makes it clear
that God has been, can be,
and will be to some a God of
wrath and anger. Not too
long ago the ABC Corpora-
tion released a new version
of "The Ten Command-
ments" in which sinners were
killed for the sins that they
committed. The movie drew
the picture that God's wrath
was unjust. In a society that
values inclusiveness and toler-
ance, that picture doesn't go
over too well. However, the
truth is that we don't need to
be ashamed of God's wrath,
but warn people that indeed
God will be vindicated one
day.

The American Heritage dic-
tionary defines the term
"wrath" as follows: "1. Force-
ful, often vindictive anger. 2.
a. Punishment or vengeance
as a manifestation of anger. b.
Divine retribution for sin."
The word wrath occurs 194
times in the King James Ver-
sion of the Bible. The word
"anger" is mentioned 228

times. There are times when
men with such attitudes are
condemned within the scrip-
ture, no doubt. However, in
many of these instances, it is
God who is angry or wrathful
with man. Such descriptions
of God need not be over-
looked as we seek to under-
stand who God is, but rather,
examined. Why would God
be angry or wrathful? Finding
the answer to that question
will help us understand the

reason for God's anger.

First, sin is what kindles
God's wrath. Genesis 6:5-6
states, "And GOD saw that
the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually. And it re-
pented the LORD that he had
made man on the earth, and
it grieved him at his heart."
Because of man's sin, God
destroyed the earth with a
great flood. God's wrath was
present in the beginning of
the Bible and it is present at
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its end as well. Again, in re-
sponse to man's sinfulness,
the book of Revelation says
of Christ, the executor of
God's vengeance, "And out of
his mouth goeth a sharp
sword, that with it he should
smite the nations: and he shall
rule them with a rod of iron:
and he treadeth the wine-
press of the fierceness and
wrath of Almighty

God" (Revelation 19:15). The
bottom line is that God's
wrath isn't God's fault; it is
the fault of those who sin.

Second, God's wrath will fall
on some men because man's
sin offends God. God doesn't
punish sin simply because He
gets some kind of "kick" out
of doing it as some cartoon-
ists have tried to convey. Sin
is offensive to God. God's
character is such that He is
holy, righteous, and pure (1
Peter 1:15-16). Because sin is
unholy, unrighteous, and cor-
rupt, it is offensive to the
very nature of God. Con-
sider Psalm 106:40. The
Psalmist writes, "Therefore
was the wrath of the LORD
kindled against his people,
insomuch that he abhorred
his own inheritance." God
had already explained to Is-
rael that idolatry was offen-
sive to Him (Exodus 20:3-5).
So, it was due to Israel's sin
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“If we become
angry when we are
offended, and
rightly so, why

ought God not to

be angry when He is

offended?’




