
other, seeing that ye have put 
off the old man with his 
deeds.

 

For the Christian who is 
striving to follow Jesus' teach-
ing, it is a simple matter of 
observing Jesus' teaching on 
this subject.  In Matthew 5:37 
Jesus said, But let your com-
munication be, Yea, yea; Nay, 
nay: for whatsoever is more 
than these cometh of evil.  
James echoes Jesus comments 
in James 5:12 But above all 
things, my brethren, swear 
not, neither by heaven, nei-
ther by the earth, neither by 
any other oath: but let your 
yea be yea; and your nay, nay; 
lest ye fall into condemna-
tion. The Jewish people had 
turned oath taking into an-
other way of lying.  Such was 
forbidden by Jesus and by 
implication, lying as well. 

Sometimes it is hard to tell 
the truth.  People don't al-
ways want to hear it because 
it exposes the darkness in 
their lives and people love 
darkness better than light 
(John 3:19).  As Christians, 
however, we are obliged to 
tell the truth in love 
(Ephesians 4:15) and we 
speak truth because we do 
love (1 Corinthians 13:6).  Let 
us do so and be people who 
love truth regardless the con-
sequences of speaking it and 
let us never be involved in 
the sin of lying. 

O f all the sins that man 
may commit, lying is 

perhaps the most destructive.  
Lies, per se, aren't all that 
harmful; they're just words, 
but their consequences are 
destructive.  When people 
base their decisions on lies, 
they make bad choices which 
ends up destroying their and 
other's lives.  Moreover, lies 
conceal the truth, which may 
lead to injustice for both the 
guilty and innocent. 

The sin of lying contradicts 
the very character of God.  
The Bible teaches that God 
cannot lie (Titus 1:3, He-
brews 6:18); it is against His 
very nature to advance that 
which is false.  However, Je-
sus says that Satan is the fa-
ther of lies (John 8:44).  
Hence, to lie is to choose not 
to be like God and to imitate 
the character of Satan and 
Proverbs 6:19 says lying is 
among the things that God 
hates.  It is no wonder that 
one of the ten command-
ments is, Thou shalt not 
bear false witness (Exodus 
20:16). 

The Bible acknowledges dif-
ferent categories of lies, but 
never once teaches that any 
lie is less significantly damning 
than another.  The little 
white lie is equally condemn-
ing as perjury, though, the 
consequences may not be 
entirely the same.  John 

writes in Revelation 21:8 But 
the fearful, and unbelieving, 
and the abominable, and mur-
derers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars, shall have their 
part in the lake which bur-
neth with fire and brimstone: 
which is the second death.  
John certainly didn't discrimi-
nate on what kind of liars 
would be lost; he simply said, 
all liars.

 

Christians must be people 
who speak truth.  Ephesians 
4:25 says, Wherefore, put-

ting away falsehood, speak ye 
truth each one with his 
neighbor: for we are mem-
bers one of another.  The 
context of Ephesians four 
tells us that speaking truth is 
part of what it means to be a 
new creation in Christ; it is at 
the heart of being a Christian.  
Colossians 3:9 parallels Ephe-
sians;  Lie not one to an-
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P A G E 2 

Satan is far 

cleverer than most 

of us realize.

 

Insidious Encroachment! 

Bible Studies for the Week of September 17th, 2006 

Sin s Insidious En-
croachment.  He re-
minded his readers of 
how subtle sin is. 

As we grow in Christ 
we come to realize 
that on more than a 
few occasions we have 
crossed the line.  

The original word, 
translated sin, is the 
Greek word, 
hamartia and it liter-

ally means missing the 
mark.

 

That would raise the 
question as to what 
the mark is?  God 
surely planed life 
more abundantly for 

all mankind.  Not only 
planned such a life but 
also paid the price for 
such a life.  Paul re-

minds us while we 
were yet sinners 
Christ died for the un-
godly.  God, our lov-
ing Father, paid the 
ransom fee for those 
in captivity. 

We have all missed the 
mark on occasion.  Mr. 
Zodhiates described 
the occasion this way.  
Sin sneaked through 

unawares.

 

Satan is far cleverer 
than most of us realize.  
His devices are many 
and cataloged.  He 
promises your hearts 
delight and delivers 
misery here and dam-
nation eternally. 

John Davis 

A  long time ago 
two friends in-

vited me to go squirrel 
hunting with them in 
Southwest Arkansas.  I 
joined them and we 
walked in the woods 
for a few hours.  As 
we returned to our 
car there was another 
car parked just behind 
ours.  The game war-
den was waiting for us.  
Soon he checked our 
credentials and I had 
crossed a county line 
without realizing it.  
Encroachment sud-
denly became a prob-
lem for me.  My igno-
rance was no excuse 
and I paid a fine. 

Spiros Zohiates wrote 
an article by the title 
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AM Sermon............................................................ Once Saved, Always Saved

 
Scripture Reading .................................................................................John 15:1-8 
PM Sermon ....................................A Review of the book of Romans (Part 4) 
Scripture Reading .......................................................................... Romans 12:1-2 
Sunday Class ......................................................................The Book of Matthew 
Wednesday Class .......................................................... Minor Prophets: Haggai 
Ladies Bible Class .......................................................... The Book of 1 Timothy 
Nursing Home Bible Study.................................................... The Book of Luke 
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Sunday Bible Class........................................................................................68 
Sunday AM Worship ...................................................................................74 
Sunday PM Worship ....................................................................................57 
Wednesday Night Study .............................................................................44 
Contribution..................................................................................... $1923.34 
Budget ................................................................................................ $1743.39 

Hosted by the 
Berryville church 
of Christ, across 
from Pizza Hut 
on Highway 62. 
Call 870-423-3068 for 
more information or e-mail 
us at bvcoc@alltel.net. 

We meet Sunday:  
AM Class: 9:30 Paul At Mars Hill 
AM Worship: 10:20 Never Forsaken 
PM Worship: 6:00 In The Light 
Mon. PM: 7:00 Wars and Rumors of Wars 
Tue. PM: 7:00 Precious Life 
Wed. PM: 7:00 PM New Life 

Sunday, September 24 through Wednesday, September 27 


