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We are thankful
to God for this
new Lord’s Day.

It is the day we
honor His Son and
the Love that He
has shown us
through Him. Let
us worship in spirit
and in truth!
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That Little Voice in Your Head?

(¢ P ay no attention to

the man behind the
curtain” is the famous line
from the Wizard of Oz
wherein the “wizard” doesn’t
want Dorothy and the others
to know what is actually go-
ingon. Once his “magc” is
revealed for what it really is,
Dorothy and the others are
no longer intimidated by the
“wizard” and he isfree to
give them what they have
actually had all along.

It seems to me that many
people view the inner work-
ings of their mind in just this
way. God has created man
with unique mental faculties.
We have a reasoning mind,;
we have a conscience; we
have a will; we have emo-
tions. Each of these aspects
of the human psyche operate
together to make us what we
are, namely, a functioning
human being.

There are times when we
hear the proverbial voice of
reason. We need to hear
that voice when we are
studying for an exam or try-
ing to get certification for a
particular job. God appeals
to our reason (Isaiah 1:8)
when trying to convince us of
our need for repentance and
salvation.

There are other times when
our conscience speaks to us.

When we have done some-
thingwrong and that “little
voice” in our head condemns
us for what we have done.
The conscience is part of
God's design and it isthere
to either approve our actions
or accuse us of wrong
(Romans 2:15). The con-
science is a powerful part of
our psyche. Well meaning
individuals may confuse their
conscience for the direct
operation of the Holy Spirit.

Another part of the psyche is
the will. When we need to
do something and it must be
done, people will talk about
willing themselves to do it.
That “small voice” may be
saying, “Let’s do this; get go-
ing” The human will isa
powerful force that moves us
to action. John 7:17 says that
we have to will to do God’s
will.

We then have our emotions.
They are numerous and pow-
erful. Emotions can take us
to dizzying heights and they
can also bring us down to the
depths of despair. Emotions
play their role in the human
psyche as well. Good emo-
tions may be experienced
when we've done well. Bad
emotions are experienced
when we do otherwise.
Emotions also move us one
way or the other to take ac-

tion. Happiness, sadness,
love, hate, anxiety, content-
ment: these are all emotions
that we may experience and
there are many more. Emo-
tions also are often confused
asthe act of God in one’s life.

Perhaps most importantly,
when all four of these parts
of our psyche work together,
we can experience strong
urges and have powerful ex-
periences. We may get con-
fused and believe that we are
experiencing something that
we are not actually experi-
encing, like Dorothy and her
friends. We may also attrib-
ute our experiences to some-
thing other than ourselves,
when we have it with us all
along.

God can certainly be credited
with creating us with such
wonderful mental faculties;
we also can credit the Holy
Spirit for inspiring the source
of information upon which
our psyche can base its deci-
sions. In that way, God/the
Holy Spirit is indirectly re-
sponsible for what happens in
the Christians life when the
Christian bases his decisions
upon God'sword. However,
let’s not conclude that “little
voice” isthe Holy Spirit when
God has created us with such
tremendous faculties of mind.

Kevin Cauley
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“Which sometime
were disobedient,
when once the
longsuffering of God
waited in the days of
Noah, while the ark
was a preparing,
wherein few, that is,
eight souls were saved

by water.” (1 Peter

3:20)
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AM SEIMON.....coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, “Christ, We Do All Adore Thee”
Scripture Reading ......c.ccvvvviveiiieeseesss s Ephesians 3:14-19
PM SEIrmMON .....coovviinesee e Women Who Worked for God
SCrPLUre REAMING .....vveiiieeseeese s Acts 9:36-42
SUNAAY ClASS ....cooviiiriiir s Ethics and Morals
WedNeSAay ClaSS .......cccveieieiiesesse s TBD
Ladies Bible Class ........ccccovvrvvinrenrenncnrnenns The Book of 1 Thessalonians
Nursing Home Bible Study ..., The Book of John

Obey? Or Disobey?

When God saw all that He had made, ~ s v v 8 (
He pronounced it “very good.” N (
He gave mankind their own free will, N f
But “His will” He made understood. . f
There came a day the Lord was grieved, N (
Over the wickedness of man.
He was sorry He had made all things, ) '
But He had another plan. \ ¢
"a"a" ol oFf oF oFf o ot gi"

He would blot out beasts and creeping things,
Birds of the air and even man.

There would be no flesh surviving, _ _
Upon the face of land. Bven now if man won't listen,

Turn from his sinful way,
Ther€e’ll be aday of recompense,
When comes the judgment day.

But Noah found favor in God’s eyes;
He was a righteous man.

God then used faithful Noah,
To help carry out His plan. God will not always strive with man,

The scriptures plainly say.
He has given man a choice, you see,
Obey or disobey.

He had Noah build an ark and preach,
So he might warn them all.

But they never chose to heed him,
Then the rain began to fall. Wilma Morris
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