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hrough 
Jesus 
Christ 
therefore, 

let us continually offer to 
God a sacrifice of praise -

 the fruit of lips that con-
fess his name (Hebrews 
13:15). 

The Israelites in the Old 
Testament didn't "go to 
church." They didn't go 
"to hear an inspiring ser-
mon," and they didn't go 
"to hear the wonderful 
song service." 

They used another verb to 
describe their "worship 
experience." 

They made an offering. 

They offered something to 
God. They offered him 
their praise in song. They 
offered him their ears 
when his servants the 
prophets taught. They of-
fered their hearts to him in 
dedication and disciple-
ship. They offered him 
nothing less than a sacri-
fice! 

The centrality of sacrifice 
in the Old Testament left 
no doubt regarding the 
necessity of giving. 

Offering remains the cen-

tral activity in the New 
Testament as well. Paul 
urges us to "offer (our) 
bodies as living sacri-
fices" (Romans 12:1). 

But a funny thing hap-
pened on the way to 
Christian worship. At 
some point, Marva Dawn 
observes, we began at-
tending worship to receive 
a blessing rather than 
make an offering. 

"Worship began to center 
on what could be received 
from an experience 
(whether or not the music 
was inspiring, the lessons 
were edifying, and the 
sermon was exciting) 
rather than on what should 
be expended during a ser-
vice." 

"So what," the new family 
in town asks the preacher, 
"can this church offer us?" 

"I didn't get anything out 

of that worship service," 
the church member com-
plains. 

"Every act of worship 
should be understood as a 
part of the church's offer-
ing to God. Any action 
that does not meet with 
that qualification does not 
deserve to be a part of a 
worship experi-
ence" (Marva J. Dawn, 
Reaching Out Without 
Dumbing Down, page 81). 

A funny thing did indeed 
happen on the way to wor-
ship. At least the ancient 
Israelites offered an ani-
mal to God. 

What did you bring as an 
offering? 

Used by permission from 
Forthright Magazine 

(www.forthright.net). 
Copyright © 2007 Stan 

Mitchell.  

A Funny Thing Happened on 
the Way to Worship 

Welcome To the 
Berryville church of 

Christ 

We are thankful to God 

for this new Lord s Day.  

It is the day we honor 

His Son and the Love 

that He has shown us 

through Him.  Let us 

worship in spirit and in 

truth! 

Elders: 

Clay Bozarth 

Leon Duncan 

Bill Fort 

Bruce Foster 

Glenn Quigley 

Deacons: 

Ken Smith 

Rusty Windle 

Preacher: 

Kevin Cauley 

Phone:  

870-423-3068 

E-mail: bvcoc@alltel.net 

Address: 909 West 

Trimble, Berryville AR 

72616 

We are located across 

highway 62 from Pizza 

Hut. 

http://www.the-

churchofchrist.com 

Whoso offereth praise 
glorifieth me: and to him 
that ordereth his conver-
sation aright will I shew 
the salvation of God. 
(Psalms 50:23) 
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I ll Lay My Trophies Down... 

Bible Studies for the week of February 4th, 2007 

fered the loss of all things, and count 
them as rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ" ( Philippians 3:7,8, NKJV). 

Before writing those words, the apos-
tle had pointed to his credentials as a 
Jew par excellence. He had been "a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews," he affirmed, 
and possessed zeal to a higher degree 
than most. Those were the trophies 

displayed on Paul's shelves. All of 
them, though, were boxed up and 
stored away so his life could exalt 
Christ. Nothing else mattered any-
more. 

Revelation 4 presents a similar scene 
of reevaluation. John had already 
noted the presence in heaven of 
twenty-four elders, seated on thrones 
and adorned with gold crowns on 

their heads. But when the name of 
Jesus is mentioned, the elders aban-
don their thrones and cast their 
crowns of gold before Jesus' throne. 
From their prostrate position they de-
clare what is most glorious in their 
hearts: "You are worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory and honor and power; 
for you created all things, and by your 
will they exist and were cre-
ated" ( Revelation 4:11). In the pres-
ence of Jesus, it just doesn't seem ap-
propriate to cling to a trophy. 

As I ponder this inspired information, 
I wonder about my valued things. 
What is it that I delight to show to 
others? Do I want them to know that I 
graduated with honors? That I have 
risen to the top of my profession? 
That I'm wealthy enough to own the 
very finest? Or do others see that Je-
sus is my trophy? Does he occupy the 
highest and most prominent shelf in 
my life? 

"And when before the throne I stand 
in him complete, I'll lay my trophies 
down, all down at Jesus' feet." 

Used by permission from Forthright 
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n a shelf in a downstairs 
room at our house are 
many trophies. Most of 
them belong to our sons, 

reminders of days spent playing base-
ball and basketball. A couple of them 
were given to me for helping coach 
their teams. There was a gleam in our 
boys' eyes when those trophies were 
first given. Now that they're men, 
they hardly care for them at all. Other 
things have become more important 
to them. 

On a wall in my office hang two di-
plomas and a citation announcing that 
I'm a Kentucky Colonel. In earlier 
days, those pieces of parchment were 
a source of pride. Now I view them 
more as conversation pieces. I'm 
thankful to have them, yes, but other 
things have become more important 
to me. 

Paul also had trophies. Not the glitter-
ing statuettes that come to our minds, 
but attainments that once were a 
source of pride. He spoke of how his 
view of them had changed: "But what 
things were gain to me, these I have 
counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I 
also count all things loss for the ex-
cellence of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suf-

AM Sermon ..................................................................................... TBA 
Scripture Reading ............................................................................ TBA 
PM Sermon ..................................................................................... TBA 
Scripture Reading ............................................................................ TBA 
Sunday Class................................................................................... TBA 
Wednesday Class............................................................................. TBA 
Ladies Bible Class ....................................................................Dismissed 
Nursing Home Bible Study .............................................The Book of John 
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