Unguarded Approach

n the morning
of July 4th,
1776, the
founding fa-
thers signed the declara-
tion of independence.
Later on that same day, a
British armada carrying
some 34,000 British sol-
diers began landing on
Staten Island where Lt.
Gen. Sir William Howe
made his headquarters.
On August 22nd, the Brit-
ish began preparing to
cross from Staten Island to
just south of Brooklyn on
Long Island and by Au-
gust 26th those 34,000
British troops were head-
ing toward Brooklyn
which was being defended
by George Washington's
Continental Army of
13000 only half of whom
were stationed in Brook-
lyn. Howe's goal was the
capture of Manhattan Is-
land where the British
would have control of the
Hudson River thus driving
awedge between the
Northern and Southern
American forces. On Au-
gust 27th, the British at-
tacked and drove back
Washington's men to the
Brooklyn Heights. This
forced Washington to re-
treat over the East River
to Manhattan Island by a

dangerous but brilliant
night crossing. Key tothe
British victory was the
Jamaican pass through
which the British were
ableto march alarge force
and flank Washington's
armies from therear. The
Jamai can pass was only
defended by five militia
officers who surrendered
without a shot being fired.
The British won the battle
through an unguarded ap-
proach.
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The Christian soldier
fights his battles on a
daily basis. Whilethe
weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, but spiri-
tual (2 Corinthians 10:4),
we must still keep an eye
open on al avenues
through which Satan
would seek to take advan-
tage of usthrough his de-
vices (2 Corinthians 2:11).
If we leave any approach
unguarded, Satan will
surely use that to devour
us (1 Peter 5:8). What are
some of these unguarded
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approaches that Satan may
use?

One often unguarded ap-
proach isthetelevision
set. Hollywood lovesto
influence the nation to-
ward its liberal philosophy
by means of broadcast
media. Television allows
the liberal mediato con-
trol the information that
most households receive
thus being able to influ-
ence them toward the de-
sired perspective. Homo-
sexuality has made favor-
able inroads into the
American consciousness
largely through television
programs that desensitize
the subject through humor
and sympathetic charac-
ters. Television hasalso
undermined the place and
authority of the husband
and father in the home by
casting husbands and fa-
thers asridiculous and
unnecessary relics of the
past. Television also hasa
great effect upon our per-
sonal speech; what is said
on television is often imi-
tated by those spellbound
by its mesmerizing tube.
Satan has slowly and in-
sidioudly flanked us
through this unguarded
approach.

(Continued on page 2)
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Welcome To the
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Christ
+ We are thankful to God
for thisnew Lord’s Day.

It is the day we honor
His Son and the Love
that He has shown us
through Him. Let us
worship in spirit and in
truth!
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72616
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Bible Sudiesfor the week of May 6th, 2007

AM Sermon .....ccovviiiiiiie.

Scripture Reading ..........c........
PM Sermon ......cccoooiiiiiiinenns
Scripture Reading ...................
Sunday Class..........cceevvvenennnen.
Wednesday Class....................
Ladies Bible Class ...................
Nursing Home Bible Study.......
Home Bible Study ...................

Devotionals from the Book of John

The Ten Commandments—The Name of God
Exodus 20:7
“Beware of False Prophets”
Matthew 7:15-20
The Book of Matthew
The Book of Proverbs
Selected Studies
The Book of Acts

Unguarded Approach, cont.

(Continued from page 1)

Another often unguarded approach is
personal modesty. When the sun
comes out in the summer, the tempta-
tion for many isto disregard decency
and reveal as much of one's body as
possible exposing breasts, buttocks,
and bellies for the world to gawk
over. Isit any wonder that our coun-
try has problems with unwanted preg-
nancy, venereal disease, and unwed
mothers given our lost sense of mod-
esty? According to some recent stud-
ies, the average age for agirl losing
her virginity is 14.9 yearsold. And if
you ask the average teenage boy what
ismost attractiveto himin agirl, he's
likely going to mention some protrud-
ing body part. Again, Satan has out-
witted many of our youth through this
unguarded
approach.

Finaly,
how many
of usare so
consumed
with man-
aging the
details of
our own
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personal lives that we never find the
time to do any work for the Lord?
We wake up, eat a quick breakfast
and then are off to work. We get
home, eat dinner, plop down in front
of the television and the day is over
before we've even had a chanceto
read our Bibles, spend sometimein
prayer, or talk to afriend about the
Lord. This process repeatsitself for
many of us six days out of the week
until Sunday when we have to take
the day off because we don't have any
time "for self." Satan has conquered
us through this unguarded approach.

How many other unguarded ap-
proaches do we havein our life? I'm
sure we could al fill in our own
blanks. The question at this point isn't
do we have them, but what to do
about them. We must be vigilant in
not giving Satan any advantage over
us. We need to keep a close watch on
those approaches that we often take
for granted and leave unguarded. Let
us also be sober minded, realizing that
Satan can use any avenue we leave
unguarded to sway us. We have a
good fight to fight; let usfight it with
perseverance and truth.

Kevin Cauley

The Common
Denominator

An elementary lesson in math is that
in order to combine fractions, all must
be reduced to a “common denomina
tor,” such asto add %2 and 1/3 they
must be changed to 6/12 and 4/12,
totaling 10/12 or 5/6. Jesus prayed
for the unity of all believers (John
17:21). But our unity isnot found in
any denominational system. Tying
two cats’ tails together may be aun-
ion, but it certainly is not unity. Nor
isunity the artificial merging of
churches as churches water down
their teachings, compromising convic-
tions. The common denominator is
Christ. Galatians 3:28 declares, “Ye
are all onein Christ.” We must have
allegiance not to church-doctrine, but
to the teaching of Hisword, the truth,
which Jesus said “shall make you
free” (John 8:32). What ablessing it
would beif all who claim to be Chris-
tians would have amnesia to the point
of forgetting al denominational alle-
giances and base all teaching and
practice upon the word of God only.

Ron Bartanen
Arthur, IL
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