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aula, a sister in 
Christ here in 
Sao Jose dos 
Campos, shared 

with my wife yesterday 
some challenges of minis-
tering to the poor, as she 
works with other Chris-
tians in a sweater cam-
paign. 

A few months back, at the 
beginning of winter (we 
live below the equator, 
remember), they contacted 
several care institutions 
with an offer to donate 
clothes. Most of these 
raised a number of re-
quirements, such as meet-
ing with a social worker, 
before they would con-
sider accepting the dona-
tions. 

The church didn't want to 
adopt anybody, just give 
clothes to those who 
needed them. But the bu-
reaucracy of these institu-
tions, imposed in part per-
haps by the government, 
inhibited action and made 
the giving of donations an 
onerous process. 

It's a wonderful principle 
in Christ that his followers 
need not ask anybody's 
permission to serve. No 
one's stamp of approval is 
needed in order to preach, 
teach, evangelize, encour-

age, correct, reprove, ex-
hort, serve, contribute, 
lead, pray, study, invite -- 
you get the idea. 

One doesn't even need an 
elder's or preacher's go-
ahead to live a holy life, 
be light to the world, or 
speak the word of Christ. 

In fact, when we were 
baptized, we received full 
authorization to serve in 
the kingdom of God. We 
were not only given per-
mission, but we were 
called to enter his royal 
service. 

The single requirement: to 
be a child of God. 

No bureaucracy. No red 
tape. No frowning naysay-
ers sitting behind battered 
desks or glass-partitioned 
counters. 

Instead of red tape, 
Christ's blood forgives our 

sins and allows us to for-
get ourselves. Rather than 
clerks with well inked 
"Request Denied" stamps, 
God gives us gifts and 
bids us find ways to reach 
our neighbors. 

We are free in Christ to 
serve. If bureaucracy in-
hibits action, the gospel 
incites service. 

Use this freedom! 

"For you were called to 
freedom, brothers and sis-
ters; only do not use your 
freedom as an opportunity 
to indulge your flesh, but 
through love serve one 
another" ( Galatians 5:13 
NET). 

Used by permission from 
Forthright Magazine 
(www.forthright.net). 

Copyright 2007 J. Randal 
Matheny.   
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Bible Studies for the week of August 19th, 2007 

peratures weren t quite so warm.  So, 
for those of you who were worried 
that I was hiding automobiles in the 
grass, you can allay your concerns. 

This past Tuesday I got over to the 
community center and did some vol-
unteer work.  Wednesday came 
around and I was back in the office 
for the day trying to catch up with e-

mail and Internet work.  We had our 
web site transferred this past week to 
a new Internet server.  The new server 
is a dedicated server that was acquired 
earlier this past year to expand the 
Preacher s Files web site.  By putting 
our web site on that server we help 
that work as well.  I also went visiting 
Wednesday.  I saw Leon Duncan and 
Wilma Morris.  Leon was hospitalized 

for a blood clot in his leg and he is 
recovering from that.  Wilma contin-
ues to rest at home for the time being.  
She will have a more permanent stint 
placed in her liver soon. 

Wednesday afternoon brother Barry 
Hatcher came into town and I helped 
him set up his presentation.  My fam-
ily and I went with him to Pizza Hut 
for supper that evening.  We had a 
good visit.  It had been many years 
since I last saw him and it was good 
to kind of catch up.  He has done an 
excellent work in Indonesia and that 
is a country that is growing as the 
world economy improves.  Growth in 
Internet users in that country is also 
increasing as it is in all of the other 
parts of the world.  We have had 
some visits to our web site from that 
country and so we have a part in help-
ing the church there. 

Speaking of the web site, about a year 
ago we set up on our web pages an 
analytical program through Google to 
give us some idea of how many peo-
ple are viewing our web site.  It had 
gotten to the point where our statistics 
were picking up more machines than 

Kevin s Korner 

his past Monday I took our 
Indian house guest, brother 
Bontha Esudas up into Mis-
souri for him to meet with 

another preacher and talk to the elders 
of another congregation.  I have been 
helping to coordinate brother Esudas 
visit and the congregations he goes to 
see while here.  Travis Main spoke on 
our lectureship last year here in 
Berryville and now works for the East 
Hills church of Christ in St. Joseph, 
MO as their preacher.  I had a happy 
reunion with brother Main at McDon-
ald s in Nevada, MO.  Brother Ervin 
Hand traveled with us and returned 
with me on the way home.  We 
stopped at Dairy Queen on the way 
back and got ourselves a Blizzard 
treat.  It was quite hot and that made it 
taste all the better. 

Speaking of the heat, we have had 
quite the heat wave the past couple of 
weeks.  With over 100 degree tem-
peratures my grass has turned a lovely 
golden color  ok, ok, brown.  So the 
kids got out into the sprinkler this 
week and helped me water it a bit.  I 
was also able to get the lawn mowed 
this past Monday evening.  I had to 
wait until pretty late so that the tem-

AM Sermon ........... The Fourth Commandment

 
Remember the Sabbath

 
Scripture Reading ........................................................... Exodus 20:8-11 
PM Sermon ..................................................How Do I Handle Bad News? 
Scripture Reading .........................................................Genesis 37:31-35 
Sunday Class........................................ The Agony and Glory of the Cross 
Wednesday Class.................................................... The Book of Proverbs 
Ladies Bible Class .............................................................Summer Break 
Nursing Home Bible Study ..............................................The Book of Acts 




