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very organiza-
tion needs lead-
ers. In the New 
Testament 

church, God has ordained 
that elders oversee the 
work of the church. By 
inspiration, Peter told eld-
ers to Shepherd the flock 
of God which is among 
you, serving as overse-
ers. (1 Peter 5:2) Paul 
admonished the elders of 
the church at Ephesus to 
take heed to yourselves 

and to all the flock, among 
which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to 
shepherd the church of 
God which lie has pur-
chased with His own 
blood. (Acts 20:28) What 
a tremendous responsibil-
ity rests upon the shoul-
ders of elders! 

Likewise, members of the 
church have a responsibil-
ity to respect and submit 
to elders. Paul taught in 1 
Thessalonians 5:12-13, 
and we urge you, breth-

ren, to recognize those 
who labor among you, and 
are over you in the Lord 
and admonish you, and to 
esteem them very highly 
in love for their work s 
sake. Be at peace among 

yourselves. Please note 
that Paul relates 
submission to our elders 

to being at peace among 
yourselves. Failure to 
submit results in disrup-
tion of harmony. 

With regard to elders the 
writer of Hebrews says, 
obey those who rule over 

you and be submissive, 
for they watch out for 
your souls, as those who 
must give account. Let 
them do so with joy and 
not with grief, for that 
would be unprofitable for 
you. (Hebrews 13:17) 
Clearly, church members 
have an obligation to obey 
and be submissive to those 
over us in the Lord. To 
submit brings joy; to fail 
to submit brings grief Ear-
lier in that same chapter 
(verse 7) we read, 
Remember those who 

rule over you., who have 
spoken the word of God to 
you, whose faith follow, 
considering the outcome 
of their conduct.

 

In the Old Testament, 
Moses was God s divinely 
appointed leader of Israel. 
In Numbers 16 we read of 
Korah, Dathon, and Abi-

ram, men who led a rebel-
lion against Moses and 
Aaron. God was so dis-
pleased with their rebel-
lion that He caused the 
ground to split apart under 
them, and the earth 
opened its mouth and 
swallowed them up, with 
their households. 
(Numbers 16:31-32) Since 
that was God s attitude 
then toward rebellion 
against I-us divinely ap-
pointed leader, what rea-
son have we to believe 
that lie looks kindly today 
upon those who fail to 
respect, submit to, and 
obey elders He has or-
dained to lead the church? 

The fact of the matter is 
that as Christians we re to 
submit to all proper au-
thority -- parents, civil 
law, and elders in the 
church. To do less is re-
bellion. The Bible says, 
For rebellion is as the sin 

of witchcraft, and stub-
bornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. (1 Samuel 
15:23) 
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Bible Studies for the week of September 9th, 2007 

Fall Gospel Meeting with Walter Buchanan 

AM Sermon ................................................................. Full of Personality 
Scripture Reading ................................................. 1 Corinthians 12:12-13 
PM Sermon .......................................................... Holiness and Gambling 
Scripture Reading .......................................................... Romans 6:19-22 
Sunday Class........................................ The Agony and Glory of the Cross 
Wednesday Class.................................................... The Book of Proverbs 
Nursing Home Bible Study ..............................................The Book of Acts 

We are having a fall gospel meeting here at the Berryville 
church of Christ. We will conduct our meeting beginning 
October 14th through the 17th. The speaker for the meet-
ing will be brother Walter Buchanan of Waxahachie, 
Texas. Times for the meeting are as follows:  

Sunday Bible Class .............................................9:30 AM 
Sunday Worship ................................................10:20 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship ....................................6:00 PM 
Monday Evening ..................................................7:00 PM 
Tuesday Evening .................................................7:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ...........................................7:00 PM  

We usually have a potluck on the Sunday of our meeting 
immediately after the morning service. Of course all are 
invited to stay during that time.  

If you happen to be in the Berryville, Arkansas area during 
this event, please feel free to stop by and visit us. The fall 
colors should just be about to change in the Ozarks 
around this time and the country is beautiful.  All are wel-
come!  

About Walter Buchanan: Born in Paragould, Arkansas.  Reared in Springfield, Missouri.  Graduated from Freed-Hardeman and 
Harding Colleges.  Worked with churches in Cape Fair, Missouri (1955-57); Springfield, Missouri (1957); Monett, Missouri (1958-
59); Camden, Arkansas (1959-62); Bentonville, Arkansas (1962-79); Waxahachie, Texas (1979-850; Broken Arrow, Oklahoma 
(1985-90); Mesquite, Texas (1990-92).  Began second time with College Street church in Waxahachie, Texas July, 1992.  Retired 
from full time local work June 1st, 2001.  Currently holds gospel meetings and when not in meetings preaches for the Italy, Texas 
church of Christ. 



happens to be my favorite food, be 
as good for you as an apple?  I 
have never heard a doctor say "A 
fried chicken leg a day will keep 
the doctor away."  And the reason 

they say that is because if you had 
fried chicken every morning for 
breakfast, it would probably keep 
the doctor nearby because your 
cholesterol would shoot up.  I 
don t know, but I guess I have to 

settle for apples. 

THOUGHT:  This is the thing 
about temptation and about giving 
into temptation.  It tastes good ini-
tially.  And it feels good for a mo-
ment.  But later, when we see that 
we have been tricked and when we 
realize what we have given up 
when we get into that temptation, 
we regret it.  When we give in to 
temptation, we always regret it be-
cause in the long run we always 
give up something greater for in-
stant gratification right 
now.   (Nelson Searcy) 

KneEmail: "No temptation has 
overtaken you except such as is 
common to man; but God is faith-
ful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, 
but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you 
may be able to bear it" (1 Cor. 
10:13). 

Via KneEmail 
http://forthright.net/kneemail 

 RECENTLY READ about a 
study that they did about the 
best tasting ice cream...   

They did a blind taste test. 
They brought some people to-
gether and they got all kinds of 
vanilla ice cream.  They got gour-
met ice cream. Homemade ice 
cream.  Brand name ice cream and 
even the price saver cheapo ice 
creams and they did the taste test 
to find out what factor made ice 
cream taste better.  What they de-
termined was that the number one 
determining factor in the taste of 
ice cream and what made people 
like it, it wasn t the price of it.  It 
didn t matter if it was gourmet or 
brand name, and it wasn t if it was 
homemade or not.  The number 
one determining factor was the 
percentage of fat in the ice 
cream.  In other words, the more 
lard that was in the ice cream, the 
more people seemed to like 
it.  Now, isn t that one of the cruel 
ironies of life?  

Why can t fried chicken, which 

The Week in Review: September 2nd, 2007 

Tempting 

Sunday Bible Class..........................................................46 
Sunday AM Worship ........................................................60 
Sunday PM Worship ........................................................34 
Wednesday Night Study ..................................................41 
Contribution ......................................................... $1551.05 
Budget................................................................. $1743.39 
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