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I don't understand the 
concept of the silence of 
the scriptures.  This is an 
increasingly voiced senti-
ment.  However, we do 
understand the prohibitive 
nature of the silence of the 
scriptures to some degree.  
For example, take the 
Lord's Supper.  Jesus said, 
"This do in remembrance 
of me."  This is a positive 
command.  Jesus didn't 
have to explain who NOT 
to remember.  Jesus didn't 
say, "Don't remember 
Abraham.  Don't remem-
ber Moses.  Don't remem-
ber David."  I don't know 
of any religious group 
observing the Lord's Sup-
per in remembrance of 
anyone but Jesus.  Would 
it be sinful during the 
Lord's Supper to remem-
ber someone other than 
Jesus?  Yes.  That shows a 
basic understanding of the 
silence of the scriptures. 

It is not difficult to apply 
this same principle to 
other areas of worship.  
When it comes to singing 
psalms, hymns, and spiri-
tual songs, the New Testa-
ment doesn't equivocate.  
The passages that speak of 
music in the church are 
limited.  None mention 
instruments.  All mention 
singing.  Conclusion!  The 

positive command regard-
ing music in the church is: 
"Sing!"  No one denies 
this.  All agree that sing-
ing occurred.  So why 
conclude that singing only 
is God's desire?  The 
scriptures are silent on the 
use of instruments. 

Is that silence permissive?  
Is that silence prohibitive?  
Can the scriptures answer 
these questions?  Yes.  
The examples of Nadab 
and Abihu teach that 
God's silence is prohibi-
tive (Leviticus 10:1-2).  
God's commands to Noah 
to build the ark teach that 
God's silence is prohibi-
tive (Genesis 6:22).  Si-
lence prohibited the 
church at Corinth from 
calling themselves 
Paulites (1 Corinthians 
1:13).  Silence prohibited 
Jesus from being a priest 
under the law of Moses.  
(Hebrews 7:14, says "For 
it is evident that our Lord 
sprang out of Judah; of 
which tribe Moses spake 
nothing concerning priest-
hood.")  Silence prohib-
ited the exaltation of an-
gels to positions of divine 
authority (Hebrews 1:5, 
13).  In each of these ex-
amples God's positive 
commands limit what may 
be done.  "This do in re-

membrance of me."  No 
explicit prohibition is fur-
ther necessary. 

When we consider that 
man is not authorized to 
do anything he wants to 
do in worship (John 4:24), 
that worship becomes 
meaningless when we ele-
vate human tradition (i.e. 
the use of instruments) to 
doctrine in worship 
(Matthew 15:9), that we 
cannot approach God in 
worship with a display of 
our own righteousness 
(Romans 10:2-3), and the 
prohibitive nature of the 
silence of the scriptures, 
we conclude it is sinful to 
worship God with the in-
strument. 

May we strive to make 
our worship pure, holy, 
and acceptable to God. 
May we prostrate our-
selves before His majestic 
throne with glory, honor, 
and thanksgiving.  May 
we have the utmost spirit 
of humility as we contem-
plate His sovereignty, 
magnificence, and beauty 
(Revelation 4).  May we 
realize that we are created 
for His pleasure and we 
do not live to serve self in 
offering worship 
(Revelation 4:11). 

Kevin Cauley 
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Bible Studies for the week of September 16th, 2007 

the care of our heart. 

Spiritually speaking, our Lord 
functions in exactly the same way 
as the above general practitioner: 

1) The Lord is our advocate (1 
John 2:1 - NKJV)  Because He 
alone fully understands our sinful 
condition (Hebrews 4:15 - NKJV), 
He alone can successfully plead 
our case before His Father, helping 
us to commit any necessary life-
style changes before Him (1 Peter 
2:21-24 - NKJV). 

2) The Lord is our intercessor 
(Romans 8:34 - NKJV; Hebrews 
7:25 - NKJV)  He intercedes on 
our behalf  our symptoms are 
laid before God, and His mercy 
[note the idea of the mercy seat] is 
pleaded for on condition of our 
repentance. 

3) The Lord is our mediator (1 
Timothy 2:5 - NKJV)  He is our 
go between  the Person who 

reconciles the relationship between 
ourselves and God (cf. Romans 
5:8-11 - NKJV; 2 Corinthians 

5:17-19 - NKJV; Ephesians 2:13-
16 - NKJV; Colossians 1:16-22 - 
NKJV). 

Brethren, we are continually spiri-
tually blessed because the Lord 
willingly functions in the above 
three capacities on our behalf. 
Therefore, let us continually offer 
the sacrifice of praise to God, that 
is, the fruit of our lips, giving 
thanks to His name (Hebrews 
13:15 - NKJV; cf. Ephesians 
5:20). 

Mike Riley 
El Paso, Texas 
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Our Advocate, Intercessor And Mediator 

he New Testament 
teaches that Christ is our 
advocate, intercessor and 
mediator (cf. 1 John 2:1; 

Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; 1 
Timothy 2:5). To better understand 
how our Lord functions in these 
roles, let us use the following ex-
ample of a general practitioner: 

Although a general practitioner is 
educated in the general practice of 
medicine, he would not be in a po-
sition to diagnose some major ill-
nesses without the assistance of a 
specialist. For example, if we were 
to have have a heart problem, the 
general practitioner would refer us 
to a cardiologist. He would speak 
in our behalf to the heart specialist, 
explaining to him the symptoms he 
found regarding our heart. He 
would serve as a go between or 
intercessor to see that the care of 
our heart was fully provided. Thus, 
the general practitioner would be 
serving us as the advocate of our 
heart problem, an intercessor for 
our symptoms, and a mediator for 

AM Sermon ................................................................ Hindrances to Zeal 
Scripture Reading ....................................................... Numbers 13:26-30 
PM Sermon ............................................................... Wondrous Things

 
Scripture Reading ..........................................................Psalm 119:17-24 
Sunday Class........................................ The Agony and Glory of the Cross 
Wednesday Class.................................................... The Book of Proverbs 
Nursing Home Bible Study ..............................................The Book of Acts 



The Week in Review: September 9th, 2007 

Sunday Bible Class..........................................................51 
Sunday AM Worship ........................................................58 
Sunday PM Worship ........................................................50 
Wednesday Night Study ..................................................48 
Contribution ......................................................... $1111.25 
Budget................................................................. $1743.39 

Fall Gospel Meeting with Walter Buchanan 


