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"And he spoke before his 
brethren and the army of 
Samaria, and said, 'What 
are these feeble Jews do-
ing? Will they fortify 
themselves? Will they 
offer sacrifices? Will they 
complete it in a day? Will 
they revive the stones 
from the heaps of rubbish 

- stones that are 
burned?'" ( Nehemiah 4:2, 
NKJV). 

There has been a lot of 
construction at Khulna 
Bible College and on 
church buildings through-
out Bangladesh over the 
years that I have been 
traveling there. I have en-
joyed watching the work-
ers as they built various 
structures and items. 
Many of the methods of 
building are far different 
from those practiced today 
in the U.S. Most furniture 
making and carpentry is 
done solely with hand 
tools. Rough-cut lumber is 
planed, fitted, joined, and 
finished all by hand, re-
sulting in beautiful com-
pleted pieces. Concrete is 
mixed by hand (shovel) on 
all but the largest jobs, 
and carried usually in 
"pans" on the heads of the 
workers. Welders work 
rough steel pieces with a 

hammer, straightening and 
bending to angle by eye. 

Granted, these are meth-
ods once known here, be-
fore power tools and mass 
manufacture, combined 
with the high cost of la-
bor, made them obsolete. 
But where those things are 
not readily available, the 
old methods still work 
very well. 

One sometimes is tempted 
to laugh at those still us-
ing the "obsolete" prac-
tices. How will they ever 
get anything done? Do 
they think they can really 
get it done right? Yet as 
the work continues, there 
is abundant proof that in-
deed they can. Just as the 
Israelites after the return 
from Babylonian captivity 
were able to turn rubble 
into a city (see opening 
text above), so hard work-
ing people today can ac-
complish much even with 
older methods and tools. 
Those who mock and 
scorn are often proven 
wrong. 

It is not just physical work 
that sometimes draws a 
condescending smile. Our 
labors for the Gospel are 
also often mocked. Advo-
cates of the latest market-
ing or church growth fad 

laugh at the old methods 
practiced by others. "No 
one attends Gospel meet-
ings any more. No one 
listens to preaching any-
more. We will never grow 
if we depend on those old 
methods." While those 
exact words may not al-
ways be used, the attitude 
is common. 

This is not to defend older 
methods over the new. 
Nor is it to condemn the 
new. Rather, I would sug-
gest that the success of the 
work depends more on the 
skill, willingness, and ef-
fort of the worker than it 
does on the tools or meth-
ods used. The furniture or 
house made by hand in 
Bangladesh is just as func-
tional, and often as beauti-
ful, as the latest product of 
modern manufacture. That 
does not make the old way 
better. It does, however, 
prove its validity. Let us 
not quarrel over method, 
or belittle those of others. 
Let us instead do all we 
can, by whatever Biblical 
means, to do the work of 
the Lord. 

Used by permission from 
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(www.forthright.net). 
Copyright 2007 Michael 
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Bible Studies for the week of September 23rd, 2007 

pew.  Proceeding past the "allotted 
time" is like scraping the top of an 
ant bed.  Overtime is no man's land 
where preachers void of stout 
hearts fear to tread. 

Some attempts to justify this dis-
turbing lack of interest in God, 

worship and the gospel by pointing 
to man's diminutive attention 
span.  This is insane.  The applica-
tion of this point is always limited 
to small children or adults in a 
worship assembly. 

The truth is, the capacity of one's 

concentration is dependent upon 
his sense of priority and inter-
est.  One lacking in spirituality can 
devote rapt attention for several 
hours to some entertainment me-
dium, while experiencing a severe 
shortage of mental vigilance under 
the sound of gospel preaching. 

Missionaries tell of people who 
walk for miles to sit for hours on 
backless boards in thatched huts 
and scorching heat to feast on the 
treasures of the gospel.  It is in-
deed tragic when one's interest in 
spiritual things can be exhausted 
during the course of a thirty-
minute sermon.  (Frank Chesser) 

KneEmail: "God is Spirit, and 
those who worship Him must wor-
ship in spirit and truth (John 
4:24). 

Via KneEmail 
Edited by Mike Benson 

www.forthright.net/kneemail 

Clock 

RIEF SERMONS 
ARE in great demand...  

If one could package 
and sell twenty-minute 

sermons with "preheat and serve" 
instructions, he would become an 
instant Forbes celebrity.  The 
"hurry up and get this over with" 
philosophy has found a home in 
the church. 

"If a man cannot strike oil in 
twenty minutes, he is drilling with 
a dull bit" may provide a chuckle, 
but not from the spiritual mind in-
tent on drinking deep from the 
well of living water.  Sunday's 
high noon sounds the gun for the 
Indianapolis 500 to the local res-
taurants; beating the Baptists to the 
drumstick has become a sporting 
event. 

One brother said, "When the ser-
mon goes overtime, I turn it 
off."  Rest assured he never said 
that about his favorite television 
program.  One can easily discern 
Sunday's time of day by taking 
note of the activity in the 

AM Sermon ................The Fifth Commandment Honor Father and Mother 
Scripture Reading ........................................................... Exodus 20:1-17 
PM Sermon .................................Studies in Genesis God Promises A Son 
Scripture Reading ...........................................................Genesis 18:1-15 
Sunday Class........................................ The Agony and Glory of the Cross 
Wednesday Class.................................................... The Book of Proverbs 
Nursing Home Bible Study ..............................................The Book of Acts 

http://www.forthright.net/kneemail


The Week in Review: September 16th, 2007 
Sunday Bible Class..........................................................40 
Sunday AM Worship ........................................................58 
Sunday PM Worship ........................................................36 
Wednesday Night Study ..................................................52 
Contribution ......................................................... $1580.00 
Budget................................................................. $1743.39 

Fall Gospel Meeting with Walter Buchanan 


