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 love these words of 
the Master in the 
Sermon on the 
Mount, Ask and it 

will be given to you; seek 
and you will find; knock 
and it will be opened to 
you. (Matthew 7:7) A 
few verses later Jesus 
said: If you then, being 
evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your chil-
dren, how much more will 
your Father who is in 
heaven give good things 
to those who ask 
Him! (Matthew 7:11) 
James adds to this, You 
do not have because you 
do not ask. (James 4:2) 
James also reminds us that 
Every good and every 

perfect gift is from 
above. (James 1:17) 

As God s children we 
need so many things, and 
those blessings are avail-
able for the asking. We all 
need wisdom. James re-
minds us, If any of you 
lacks wisdom, let him ask 
of God, who gives to all 
liberally and without re-
proach, and it will be 
given to him. (James 1:5) 
When we find ourselves 
not knowing what to do or 

which way to turn, it s 
time to petition God for 
wisdom. When Solomon 
found himself not know-
ing how to go out or 
come in, he asked of 
God, Give to your ser-
vant an understanding 
heart to judge your peo-
ple, that I may discern 
between good and 
evil. (1 Kings 3:7-9) 
James teaches that The 
wisdom that is from above 
is first pure, then peace-
able, gentle, willing to 
yield, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without parti-
ality and without hypoc-
risy. (James 3:17) May 
we all ask God for and be 
guided by His wisdom! 

We all need strength -- 
spiritual strength. Paul 
exhorts us, Finally, my 
brethren, be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of 
His might. (Ephesians 
6:10) We need that 
strength, because your 
adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may 
devour. (1 Peter 5:8) If 
our strength level is down 
and we are faint of heart, 
Satan will take advantage 

of us. We need strength to 
keep serving the Lord 
even in difficult times. A 
favorite verse of lots of 
people is Philippians 4:13, 
I can do all things 

through Christ who 
strengthens me. Accord-
ing to Paul, we are 
strengthened through our 
study and application of 
the Word, and now 
brethren, I commend you 
to God and to the word of 
His grace, which is able to 
build you up and give you 
an inheritance among all 
those who are sancti-
fied (Acts 20:32) 

It would be impossible in 
this brief space to enumer-
ate all our needs, but high 
on that list would be what 
we just studied -- wisdom 
and strength. A verse of a 
favorite old hymn says, 
Oh, what peace we often 

forfeit, oh, what needless 
pain we bear; all because 
we do not carry every-
thing to God in prayer. 
Let s not miss out on 
blessings available to us! 

Walter Buchanan 
Waxahachie, Texas 
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Bible Studies for the week of September 30th, 2007 

three illustrations that I took away 
from those classes that really exem-
plify the need to set priorities in our 
life.  1) The clean and green story 
about how Mr. Covey sought to get 
his son to keep the yard in good 
shape.  It taught that you've got to 
have clear goals and break bad per-
sonal habits to get things accom-
plished.  2) The rocks in the container 
story about how you put in big rocks 
in a container first so that you can fill 
what's around them with the little 
rocks.  The big rocks were the impor-
tant things in life.  The little rocks 
were simply little unimportant things 
that just took up time.  The only way 
to get the big rocks in is to put them 
in first.  3)  Answering the telephone 
in front of someone in your office 
when you don't know who it is simply 
tells them that an unknown entity is 
more important than they are.  The 
most important person is the one who 
you are with. 

So, what do these things have to do 
with priorities?  God must be our first 
and most important priority (Matthew 
6:33).  God wants us to be "clean and 
green" and that means not sloughing 
off on the job that we have to do as 
Christians but having clear goals and 

objectives to work toward (Romans 
12:11).  God wants us to set priorities 
in our life and then organize our time 
and our tasks so that they reflect those 
priorities and not allow the little de-
tails to overwhelm us (Colossians 3:1-
17).  Those things can wait until some 
other time when a priority comes 
around.  Finally, God wants us to un-
derstand that the most important per-
son is the one that we are with, Him!  
He's with us all the time (Hebrews 
13:5).  Of course, when we are with 
other people we need to let them 
know how important they are to us as 
we seek to teach them the gospel as 
well (Philippians 2:3).  We can just as 
easily impress them with how unim-
portant we think they are by our bad 
behavior as we can by our good be-
havior. 

Behavior is really the key here.  We 
behave like we believe.  If we put 
other things before God, then we be-
tray what our true beliefs are.  Our 
behavior has to change when it comes 
to setting and keeping priorities pri-
orities in our lives. 

Kevin Cauley 

Setting Priorities as Adults 
n the late 1970s and early 1980s 
the bus ministry was really 
strong.  On many of the buses 
would be a sign that said, 

"J.O.Y."  It didn't take long to learn 
that J.O.Y. stood for Jesus-Others-
You.  "Jesus first, others second, 
yourself last" was the popular mantra.  
It was a good way to teach a basic set 
of priorities to the kids.  This is still a 
great reminder for us today about 
where our priorities should be.  But 
we've grown up now.  As Paul said, 
"When I was a child, I spake as a 
child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child: but when I became 
a man, I put away childish things."  
As we've grown older and learned 
more about the complexities of the 
world, we've learned that there is a 
plethora of distractions that we face 
each day that challenge that basic pri-
ority structure.  In order to survive in 
such a din we must move beyond sim-
ply knowing the mantra to identifying 
our behaviors and appropriately pri-
oritizing our time and tasks. 

Several years ago I had the privilege 
of studying the Stephen Covey course 
"The Seven Habits of Highly Success-
ful People" and also studying his 
course "First Things First."  There are 

AM Sermon ...................................................Why Does the Psalmist Cry? 
Scripture Reading ..................................................................... Psalm 84 
PM Sermon ................................................... For Christ and the Church

 
Scripture Reading ...................................................................Acts 20:28 
Sunday Class........................................ The Agony and Glory of the Cross 
Wednesday Class............................................. Sharing the Abundant Life 
Nursing Home Bible Study ..............................................The Book of Acts 



The Week in Review: September 23rd, 2007 
Sunday Bible Class..........................................................48 
Sunday AM Worship ........................................................55 
Sunday PM Worship ........................................................43 
Wednesday Night Study ..................................................47 
Contribution ......................................................... $1859.50 
Budget................................................................. $1743.39 

Fall Gospel Meeting with Walter Buchanan 


