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ost folks desire to 
see and be with 
someone who has 
accomplished un-

usual things. John the Baptist was 
an unusual man with an unusual 
message. People flocked from their 
towns, cities, and villages to the 
wilderness of Judea where he was 
preaching and baptizing. 

The same was true with Christ. He 
healed the sick, raised the dead, 
calmed the storm, walked on wa-
ter, turned water into wine, and fed 
five thousand with 
five loaves and 
two fish. Throngs 
wanted to see Him. 
According to John 
twelve, some 
Greeks came to 
worship at the 
feast. They came 
to Philip saying, 
Sir, we would see 

Jesus (John 
12:21). 

Many in our day 
still want to see Jesus. Obviously, 
we will not see Him in the flesh 
with our physical eyes; yet, we can 
see Him. We see Christ in the 
Word. Even in the Old Testament 
we see him in numerous prophe-
cies. We see his life portrayed in 
the gospels and in other parts of 
the New Testament. 
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Some folks seldom read their 
Bibles, so if they see Him, they 
must see Him in some other 
way. People should be able to 
see Christ living in us. Paul 
wrote, I am crucified with 
Christ; nevertheless I live. Yet, 
not I, but Christ lives in 
me (Galatians 2:20). 

Do people see Christ in our 
lives? They will if we ve live 
according to the example and 
teachings of Jesus. Jesus for-
gave. When we forgive, others 

can see Christ in 
us. The same is 
true regarding 
serving others, 
living lives of pu-
rity, and putting 
the kingdom first. 
Think about it -- 
our attitudes, 
words, deeds, and 
all that we are 
should be such 
that it is evident 
that He s living in 
us. The only way 

some will see Jesus is in your 
life and mine. 

Walter Buchanan 
Waxahachie, Texas 
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Bible Studies for the week of October 7th, 2007 

would several families with children 
in many churches.  In fact, a family of 
four with a combined annual income 
of $80,000 a year could qualify for 
the benefits of this legislation under 
2007 poverty guidelines and benefits 
for children would be extended to age 
21.  Is that a "Christian" thing? 

There's no doubt that the Bible talks 
about helping the poor.  Paul said of 
the apostles in Galatians 2:10 "Only 
they would that we should remember 
the poor; the same which I also was 
forward to do."  The apostle John in 1 
John 3:17 states, "But whoso hath this 
world s good, and seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth up his bowels 
of compassion from him, how dwel-
leth the love of God in him?"  We 
read of the generosity of the early 
church in Acts 2:45 who "sold their 
possessions and goods, and parted 
them to all men, as every man had 
need."  We are especially to be con-
cerned about those on the fringe of 
society.  James wrote, "Pure religion 
and undefiled before God and the Fa-
ther is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep 
himself unspotted from the 
world" (James 1:27). 

On the other hand, Christian support 
of the poor and those in need doesn't 
come without condition.  Paul told 
members of the church at Thessalo-
nica, "For even when we were with 
you, this we commanded you, that if 
any would not work, neither should 
he eat."  Paul's instruction about the 
support of widows required family 
members to provide first: "But if any 
widow have children or nephews, let 
them learn first to show piety at 
home, and to recompense their par-
ents: for that is good and acceptable 
before God," "But if any provide not 
for his own, and specially for those of 
his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel" 
and "If any man or woman that be-
lieveth have widows, let them relieve 
them, and let not the church be 
charged; that it may relieve them that 
are widows indeed" (1 Timothy 5:4, 
8, 16).  The order of support is from 
family first and then from the church. 

(To be continued) 

Kevin Cauley 

The Christian System and Government Healthcare (Part 1) 

here are occasions when 
politicians appeal to Chris-
tianity as a reason for why 
they have voted for a par-

ticular bill.  They might say that it is 
the "Christian" thing to do.  I have a 
problem with politicians appealing to 
Christianity, whether Republican or 
Democrat, to justify some govern-
mental action because they often fail 
to demonstrate how Christianity de-
mands one sort of legislation or an-
other.  Most justifications used are 
taken out of context.  That's not to say 
that legislation can't be either moral 
or immoral.  However, I believe that 
many times when religion is called 
upon to support some particular piece 
of legislation its not the moral conse-
quences of the legislation that are un-
der consideration, but rather, votes for 
politicians. 

The recent 60 billion dollar health 
care legislation that was passed and 
which President Bush vetoed is a 
good example of what I'm talking 
about.  I suppose many would say that 
such legislation was "Christian" in 
that it helps poor working families.  
My family would be a beneficiary of 
that legislation were it to pass and so 

AM Sermon ......................................................................... Find A Work 
Scripture Reading ...............................................................Titus 2:11-14 
PM Sermon .................................................Daniel 4 God s Preeminence 
Scripture Reading ................................................................ Daniel 4:1-3 
Sunday Class.......................................................... The Book of Matthew 
Wednesday Class............................................. Sharing the Abundant Life 
Nursing Home Bible Study ..............................................The Book of Acts 



The Week in Review: September 30th, 2007 
Sunday Bible Class..........................................................60 
Sunday AM Worship ........................................................81 
Sunday PM Worship ........................................................43 
Wednesday Night Study ..................................................47 
Contribution ......................................................... $1490.50 
Budget................................................................. $1743.39 

Fall Gospel Meeting with Walter Buchanan 


